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Abstract

he Queen's Pier, built in 1953-1954, served as a significant structure during

the colonial era in Hong Kong. Being part of the Central Reclamation
Phase 11T project, the Queen's Pier had to be demolished to make way for the
reclamation of Victoria Harbour. The demolition of Queen’s Pier drew strong
opposition from the public, which triggered a conflict between the government
and the public. The Queen's Pier Preservation Movement refers to the movement
emerged in 2006-07 in response to this demolition plan, which aimed at
preserving Hong Kong’s historical space and local cultures. By examining the
paradoxical relationship among local discourse, cultural decolonization and
postcolonial trauma, this paper seeks to examine the situation of Hong Kong after
1997.

he Queen's Pier Preservation Movement emphasized localism, action,

autonomy, self-determination and individual participation, aimed at rewriting
Hong Kong’s history and safeguarding its autonomy. It denoted a change in the
attitudes and values of the young generation towards Hong Kong and governance.
By analyzing the strategies employed by the protesters, I argue that the
significance of this movement is twofold: first, it demonstrated a strong resistance
to economic growth and urban entrepreneurialism at the expense of local cultures
and histories. Second, a new sense of localism focusing on autonomy and self-
determination was fostered during the movement, which clearly marked a critical
turn in localism. In addition, by contrasting the viewpoints of the government
and the protesters over the issues of cultura% development, heritage preservation
and urban renewal, it inadvertently provoked a debate on 'deco%onization' and
'pro-colonization'. This ironically revealed the legacy of colonialism in post-1997
Hong Kong in terms of bureaucratic administration and distribution of power.

Despite mass protests by the public, the pier was finally dismantled and
completely demolished in February 2008. I conclude that the failure of this
movement, in fact, exposed Hong Kong’s traumatic condition after 1997.

Keywords: Queen's Pier Preservation Movement, Hong Kong studies, Colonialism, Post-
colonialism, Decolonization, Local discourse, Trauma
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