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Abstract

Since 1997, the Hong Kong people continue to challenge the legitimacy
of the PRC’s sovereignty in this city, and many of them also %e in to
identify with an independent Hong Kong identity. The 2014 Umbrella
Movement is a most important political event reflecting this rebellion of
Hong Kong to China. This paper aims to explore the related logic of “civil
disobedience,” particularly in view of Hong Kong’s tremendous pride
in its “Rule of Law.” Are there any conflicts between rule of law and
civil disobedience? Do they challenge each other, or are they mutually
constituted? This essay will begin with a discussion of the ideology of
law as a colonial apparatus. It then brings Hannah Arendt’s theorization
of law into the discussion, exploring the dialectics of law: law is both the
tool of power and a representation of people’s will; it is permanent, but
it also changes all the time; it builds a wall to define the boundary of a
legal community, but it also sets up links for the concerned community
to contact the outside. Therefore, we need to learn to both respect and
challenge the law we enact.
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