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Abstract

We normally take “fine art” as an act by an individual creator, and his
work as an expression of his personality. However such an image of “fine
art” has already lost its plausibility in the circumstances of today, which for
example, often includes team production in the case of movies or animation
films. This paper deals with two oil painters in the Japanese modern time,
Takahashi Yuichi and Kishida Rytsei, and their realistic intentions, in order
to explore their differing fundamental thoughts. Takahashi, the pioneer
of Japanese oil painting, was impressed by the painting style introduced
by the Western world during the Meiji Restoration and devoted himself
to its acquisition and spread throughout Japan. His passion was sustained
by his belief that the exact representation of oil painting could contribute
to the modernization of Japan as state. On the contrary Kishida’s realism
has its background in individualism after the Russo-Japanese War. The
individualistic style of thought shared by many contemporary artists
and intellectuals tended to combine the individual personality with the
transcendent named “Nature” or “Humankind”. In the case of Kishida
the re resentation of ordinary things in paintings meant the assimilation of
himseﬁ to “the Great Nature”. Contrasting the differences between both
painters, this article shows a change from the state to the individual in the
intellectual history of Japanese modern time, which can provide the concept
of “fine arts” with a historical view point.

Keywords: Kishida Ryisei, Natsume Soseki, Shirakaba-ha, Takahashi Yuichi, Toyama
Masakazu
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