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Abstract

Since the bloom of local productions in Hong Kong theatre starting
from the eighties, there are plenty of theatrical works dwelling on the
identity issues of Hong Kong. However, seldom has any play attempted
to give Hong Kong colonial past a coherent historical narrative.
Moreover, even though feelings and thinking about the anxieties of one’s
belonging are often displayed vividly on the stage, few would go beyond
the Cl%lnese nationalistic frame to interpret historical events happened
in the colony. However, local playwright Wong Kwok Kui has achieved
a breakthrough in his recent work Century-old dreams of a fishing harbor
(first installment) from this tradition. Making use of the mythic figure
Luting, the play reconstructs a historical narrative of the city from
neither a colonialist nor a Chinese nationalist viewpoint. This essay tries
to offer, from a post-colonialist perspective, a reading of the play to
unravel the intricacies embedded and to see how it makes a reassessment
of Hong Kong colonial past possible. It will also attempt an inter-textual
reading between Wong’s play with Shakespeare’s The Tempest. From
this vantage point, the essay will argue for the important contributions
of post-humanism to post-colonial criticisms, in general, as well as Hong
Kong emerging localism, in particular.

Keywords: Luting, Tanka, Colonial, Post-colonial criticism, Post-humanism, Hong Kong,
Shakespeare, The Tempest
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