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Abstract

Cultural governance is one of the most important devices for municipal
governments to govern their territories in order to achieve the goals
of economic development or political stability. However, in the context of
necoliberal urbanization, cultural governance usually causes various social
problems, such as gentrification, eviction, unequal distribution of public
resources, and therefore triggers urban movements that question urban policies.
The purpose of this study is to understand the mechanism that produce such
movements and their influences on cultural governance led by neo-liberalism.
Looking at the case of Xinzhunag Street in New Taipei City, this study explores
the urban policies being initiated by local government since the late 1990s, the
impacts these policies lgqad on civil society, and how civil society had engaged
or intervened in the implementation of these policies. By observing, engaging,
and reflecting on the urban movement of Xinzhuang Street, the authors
analyze the structural factors that affected the formation of policies, the way
that the actors’ spatial consciousness is raised, the process of the conflicts and
negotiations around urban renewal, and the political and social impacts of the
urban movement. Finally, this study points out that, despite of the fact that
cultural governance can contribute to the formation of cultural hegemony and
sustain the capitalist accumulation regime, it also opens new territories for
social struggle, and creates new opportunities for recognizing, striving for, and
putting into practice the idea of the right to the city.

Keywords: Urban governance, Neoliberalism, Right to the city, Spatial
consciousness, Cultural heritage
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