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translated by Pei-Yi GUO

What keeps us here? et RN M a2
Islands in an ocean. W R 1) S I
What makes us leave? e I RER 2
Islands in an ocean. W B I8
What calls us back? e {1 18 A FR A [ 2R 2
Islands in an ocean. T S I

From islands, =

We become islands AT Bl s 18

In a dangerous ocean {ER AR IR E

Which has been named Continent ey =W N0

by ics rulers el

(even though its first people know (B LA B L3 T e 2 i I
it is really an island kB .

—GREAT TURTLE).
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As lonely islands

We struggle

To form atolls and archipelagos
Which help us survive and live

In this ocean which is a continent.

But like the changing environment
From which we emerge,

Islands die, islands move, and islands
are born.

A year after I became an island
on this oceanic continent,

You moved to join another

archipelago—

an archipelago that was
more familiar to you

because it was composed of islands—

young, male and Micronesian.

I encouraged you to go,
Knowing you’d feel safer there,
Even though I did not want to be left—

young, female and Micronesian.
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I feel my shores eroding. WEERINEEEZZE -
I feel myself drowning HEGE D EEBEI
in this oceanic continent. E REZM -
And when I hear your voice ERAAEEGE T IEERR R

over the telephone, AR AR AR T AR B -

When I hear your voice

disguising its call for help, OB I I
I feel my island W
Tremble

GiE
with
i a1
o T

and i
Pain R

because

We

A
Are
Still RIR
Alone. AIEE o
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I understand that we are islands & - Ff 2 B
because of the ocean. KR o
I understand that the ocean lE -
has power to separate and unite us. 8 BBt S -
I wantto be an ocean! ¥ JES =1 )
What keeps us here? AT EERFIA T EHE 2
Islands in an ocean. R S o
What makes us leave? ST R MR 2
Islands in an ocean. e I8 -
What calls us back? e R AM |2 2
Islands in an ocean. NESESSIO R/
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