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Abstract

In the History of Art in Taiwan, Taiwanese artists develop in a unique way the radicality
of their art practices which are deeply inspired by North-American and West-European
Avant-garde. In fact, this artistic radicality is also built on its resistance to oppression by
the different colonial regimes, to exploitation by the neoliberalism, and to the current
global crisis in the collapse of capitalism. However, the radical art practices in Taiwan are
often confronted by the reactions coming from the political sphere. And in this situation
of confrontation or even contradiction between art and politics, the force of resistance
generated by radical art practices turns out to be suspended in a state of the "rest".

If this state of the "rest” is the very place where artists create their force of resistance at
the limits between different spheres of life, and develop a new mode of production to
temporarily flee from the absorption by capitalism, will the "rest" be instantly alienated
and dissolved when radical art practices are subjected, on the one hand, to the system of
representation in the exhibition, and on the other hand, to the system of interpretation
in the History? And if the history writing is an inevitable way to capture the traces of
the "rest” in radical art practices, would it be possible to write an "history of the rest"
and escape at the same time from the taming of the History? This article will develop
different approaches to these questions not only with Paul Mann’s criticism on the
"rest” and Jacques Ranciere’s aesthetic and historiography theory, but also with the artist
collectives like Taiwan Archives, Open Circle Tribe, and MIGA. The aim of this research

is to bring a new perspective on the history of radical art in Taiwan.

Keywords: Radical art practices in Taiwan, Politics of aesthetics, Residuum, Weak
institution, Limits of writing
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