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Abstract

Many cities in China have a highly developed night market culture, but
there is a lack in the studies of night market hawkers. Taking Dongguan,
China as the field site, this paper reviews a short history since local hawkers
started gathering in a remarkable street in the old town five years ago, until
they were driven into a brand new night market building. Our research focuses
on how the hawkers formed their sense of identities as street hawkers through
daily practice. It is found that young local hawkers’s identities are first based on
the alumni network, and then on class within regional restriction. Non-local
hawkers were pushed out at the early stage. This kind of local cultural identity,
however, were laid aside when the cost of running a stall in the new night
market went much higher. The market space was shared by the hawkers who
possess larger capital, regardless of their birthplaces.
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