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1 Walcott, Derek. 1986. “Names,” in Collected Poems: 1948-1984. New York:
Farrah, Strauss & Giroux.
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I began with no memory,
I began with no future,
but I looked for that moment

when the mind was halved by a
horizon.

Have we melted into a mirror,
leaving our souls behind?

The goldsmith from Benares,
the stone-cutter from Canton,
the bronzesmith from Benin.
Behind us all the sky folded

as history folds over a fishline,
and the foam foreclosed

with nothing in our hands

but this stick
to trace our names on the sand

which the sea erased again, to our
indifference.
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