R AR E=1+_H 2021 F&EZ
EH%EH_BBZ Router: A Journal of Cultural Studies

Research Article Spring 2021 No.32:169-210
DOl : 10.6752/JCS.202104_(32).0007

From Tourist to Marriage Migrant:
Intimacy and Lifestyle Imagination in Taiwan-Hong
Kong Cross-border Marriages

Tsung-Yi Michelle HUANG
Chun-Kai WOO

IEENZRNEBS -
SR EIRENPRRBIEEE TSI
FiEEE <

R
BREE




B =B

E%AHEE%@*Q’J@%#’@#W@%% (B [AE] ) 7%5/732 M Z o F A
BARAERBERYwARESELFALEHEEFHTA  LEHHR
é’]ﬁﬁ%@lﬁhiﬂzfiéﬁﬂ %é/@XﬁUTTEk%TﬁWFﬁJfg/*%FX s R R AR 1R
#EK (marriage m1grat1on) HAFEFAAHRK (1ifestyle migration) Z
B - AN LR f%%‘w&;%iaﬁz%ﬁﬁ RN R O U ik o
ﬁ*ﬁ%ﬂf’ﬁ%‘(%ﬁﬂﬁ/v %‘k@/ﬁ@?&fiﬁiﬁm B AR o ﬁﬂﬁhé’J%ﬁX}%%T
Bk 7 % /E«/)—cﬁ\ ZHAELRE Y REEATZEN[1BE] » [
ﬁJéﬁi [AER] ﬁ‘ﬁ%{;/gﬁ’]ﬁﬁﬂ%&@if%ﬁ{iﬂﬁgzgﬁ fifﬂ"‘/ié’ﬂuﬁ A4 RK
AEMERNOEEEERANET  EARXREMEERENZE K 8 T%%%ﬁé
&gﬂééé&?ﬁl% R 17 BN TR 0B FE AR o M Ah o BT AR BN E R ARV O O R R B O
R TBE] SEB AT T ERIFREEEHBE H TAER] WEZTH
W o Lﬂﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬂfé%ﬁéﬁgﬁ'éé%%ﬁﬁﬂzﬁﬁjﬁ% [Z7& ] W R s o
mH RO BN HrEE rﬁiﬂz/\J B E e B ST BB L%
REHTZE]  HPUEARERFEBANR RN EER - KARAARER
E’éﬁ%%ié?%;ﬁflﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁé&ﬁi%ﬁ%% (disenchantment) F74& fik (re—
enchantment) Z FEATH R A EAZ o

FEEEY - SBEREE  EEDIABR » BUtER - 18F  RERE

Abstract

his essay starts off from the romantic gaze of Hong Kong wives in Taiwan to

analyze the connection between Taiwan tourism and their pursuit of personal
aspiration and ideal life, as well as the sense of place and romantic love constructed
through such gaze. In many instances Hong Kong wives point out that they come
to love Taiwan’s “slow living,” “small pleasures,” and “friendliness” when they are
traveling in Taiwan, and their fond impression thus also lends them certain amount
of trust and positivity towards Taiwanese men. The latter part of this essay then
discusses the differences in their feeling towards Taiwan after these women married
to Taiwan, turning from “traveling” to “living.” The imagined life shaped by tourism
and holiday romance prompts these Hong Kong women to anticipate its realization
when they immigrate to Taiwan through transborder marriage. However, after they
take residence in Taiwan, the actuality of life nevertheless meets such anticipation
with disenchantment. In various interviews, the interviewees invariably note the
discrepancy between traveling and living in Taiwan. At the same time, the glamour
of “slow living” gradually wears off and the taste of “friendliness” starts to go sour.
Facing such a downward spiral, some interviewees emphasize the importance of
taking up the challenges of fitting in the workplace and getting along with the in-
laws; some start to run blogs, Facebook fan pages, or other forms of cultural and
creative jobs, in an attempt to maintain their tourist gaze. By analyzing Hong Kong
wives” experience of marrying to Taiwan, this paper argues that their settlement is
marked by the continued negotiation between disenchantment and re-enchantment
of their tourist gaze.

Keywords: Hong Kong-Taiwan marriage migration, Lifestyle migration, Tourist gaze,
Slow life, Holiday romance
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