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The college of Computer Science was selected as
one of the benchmark bilingual colleges by MOE.
To enhance the English language ability of the
Computer Science students and to promote them
as international talents, the Department of Computer
Science of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
(NYCU) offers English enhancement courses to
improve their general English and academic English
abilities. Students can select the courses according to
their learning needs for English. Four types of courses
were provided during this semester, including English
Communication and Delivery, The Introduction to
English Writing and English Logic 1, The Introduction
to English Writing and English Logic 2, and Academic
Reading Course for Graduate Beginners. The following
are students’ reflections after joining these courses.

In this writing course of the CS English Enhancement
Program, you will learn how to organize the logic in
the messages that you want to deliver to your target
readers step by step. In addition to strengthening
your writing skills, this course is highly recommended
for two reasons: A Hard-working instructor and very
useful learning materials. In each class, the instructor

will let you practice the writing skills you learned in
class, and he will also give you a few comments on
writing. However, our instructor’s tone during the
critique is often encouraging and he does not put
too much pressure on students at all. Besides, the
materials in the classroom will also include examples
from papers written by our advisors. The advantage of
this is not only to verify that what you have learned in
the course can be practically applied to academia but
also to learn the vocabulary and sentence patterns
commonly used by your advisors.

"The most important thing in preparing a speech is
to understand your audience." The same is also true
for academic writing, but the role of the audience
becomes your professor, a reviewer, or an editor.
However, the vocabulary, terminology, and ways of
describing things vary greatly among different topics
and fields, which can be challenging to have an
effective learning result for instructors and students.
Thus, the writing instructor of the CS English
Enhancement Program helped the CS students
develop their academic writing skills by analyzing the
structure of writings according to different fields and

even different types of submissions, including research
papers and journal articles in Computer Science.
Students from the same lab are organized in small
classes and the instructor uses their advisor’s writings
for students to learn professional academic writings. In
this way, students will be able to learn to improve their
writing skills effectively by having a clearer picture in
their minds.

Hi. I am Po-Hsun Huang, and | am a Ph.D. student
from VBM lab. It was my pleasure to be able to
join Willy Wang’s writing courses for 2 semesters. |
had taken some writing courses before, but | forgot
most of the important details in writing. As a result,
my research papers’ quality was at an acceptable
level but was not good enough for a Ph.D. student.
Through Willy’s instruction, | was able to review what
| learned and also apply new concepts in writing. |
believe this will take my academic writing skills to the
next level. During these two semesters, the course
focused mainly on the Introduction section. Our
instructor guided us and showed the logic in writing
from analyzing the texts into smaller sections. He also
provided some suggestions to make those writings
better, or encouraged us to think about how we
could revise the writings. During the class, Willy also
provides some feedback about our own essays, so
that we can have more clues about some of the bad
habits when writing academic papers. In addition,
the learning materials in the class were chosen
according to the field of our lab, which helped us to
better understand the writing styles of our fields or the
examples written by previous students or our advisor,
and learn from them. It was very useful, especially for
the master's students who have not written academic
writings before. The difficulty of Willy’s course can be
applied to students across different levels. It was a
good opportunity for experienced students to review
their past work, and also a good introductory course
for beginners to learn. Willy also taught us that writing
an introduction chapter was very similar to conducting
research, which requires you to critically think about
background, motivation, and limitations of your own
writing. Training the logic in writing does not only help
writing research, it is also beneficial for taking courses,
graduation, and your future work.

During this 6-week course, we focused on one topic
each time. In addition to taking turns to speak in
English on stage and practicing English conversations
in groups, our instructor taught us some strategies for
answering and asking questions in English. In addition,
some interactive games that helped us to immerse

ourselves in the world of English more naturally. The
life of a master's program is rather monotonous
because most of the time we need to do our research.
Having some time to speak in English could enhance
our English ability as well as reduce some stress
from our routine. Overall, | had a great time during
the courses, and it always felt like the time flew very
quickly which made me look forward to the class each
time. I'd like to show my appreciation to our course
instructor, Selina. Her course is highly recommended
for students who want to practice using English as
a skill, rather than just a subject at school. Certainly
6 weeks is too short to have a great improvement,
but you will be more motivated to learn English after
joining this course.

Unlike the English courses we took before, in this
course, we were divided into small groups to do
discussion across different topics. For example, we
talked about movies, technology, psychology, etc.
Our instructor, Selina, would give us some additional
information about the weekly vocabulary and ask
some questions related to the topics to encourage us
to share some ideas. In this way, we could express
ourselves in a more relaxed vibe with such an
interesting course design and lively guidance from our
instructor. Students who want to improve their English
listening and speaking skills are highly recommended
to take this course. Overall it was quite a pleasant
learning experience to be able to learn with my lab
members.

My lab members and | joined English for
Communication and Delivery Course this semester.
The course introduced some methods and skills for
presenting in public and English communication,
which helped me to enhance my speaking ability. For
example, | was interested in the tips for presenting
at a conference because | had two presentations
coming up recently and | could apply those skills to
my presentations. Besides, the atmosphere during
the course was quite relaxing for me to practice my
speaking. In the beginning, | was afraid of speaking in
English publicly, but our instructor, Selina, encouraged
us to express our opinions about different topics in
English. | think speaking English is quite important for
Computer Science major students not only because
there are many foreign students in our department, but
also you could increase your chances to further study
or work abroad in the future in the computer science
domains. Thus, | strongly recommend students in our
department participate in these courses to improve
the necessary English skills.



