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Off-Site Research at UW-NYGU Lab

by Shih-Po Lee

In order to strengthen the academic research
partnership between the University of Washington and
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU),
UW-NYCU Al Lab offers opportunities for students to
conduct off-site research after graduation. Shih-Po
Lee, a research assistant at UW-NYCU Al Lab was
sponsored to conduct a research project in Dr. Jeng-
Neng Hwang’s lab on 3D Human Pose Estimation
Using Millimeter Wave Radar.

Speaking about the motivation for this short-term
exchange experience, Shih-Po Lee mentioned that
he had always desired to work abroad since college.
However, if he wants to work in the United States, he
would need to obtain a master's or doctoral degree
first. The purpose of this trip was to experience life
abroad, broaden his horizons, and enrich his resume
for future admissions and jobs. At the time of this
interview, Shih-Po Lee had been in the United States
for more than five months since September 2021.
Although everything was slightly affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic, he found attending school at
the University of Washington very satisfying for him
in terms of the weather, transportation, and security.
The school is located on the west coast and is near
the ocean, so the gentle temperate is often pretty
comforting to live in. Besides, the school is near
the center of economic development in Seattle with
numerous bus routes and light rail transit options
available to get to the city center.

The pandemic has had an impact on the willingness of
students to apply for oversea exchange opportunities.
Moreover, many students’ long-term study plans were
disrupted. However, he was very surprised to see
crowds of people everywhere when he first arrived at
the U.S. because the time was coincidentally the end
of a two-year lockdown with fewer confirmed Covid
cases. When it comes to the differences in professors’
teaching methods between Taiwan and America,
Shih-Po Lee thinks that there is no need to worry too
much about not being able to fit in the environment.

Regarding the working environment and atmosphere
in the laboratory for off-site research, he recalled that
students from mainland China he worked with were
very hard-working and proactive with lots of innovative
ideas.

In terms of research style, the professors are not overly
too restrictive with more freedom toward students’
ideas. Usually, they will provide some brooder direction
first, then provide their suggestions later on. Shih-Po
Lee said, “we would do what professors’ said, but
we also integrate our ideas.” He believes that active
thinking is necessary for both students or researchers.
For students who are frustrated about their future
direction, Shih-Po Lee offers a few suggestions. "I
think a lot of students are probably feeling anxious
right now, thinking about how exactly they can
develop their abilities as an international talent. To that
question, | think it's important to consider what kind of
job you would be interested in before you start doing
it.

Specifically, you can ask yourself a simple question
of whether or not you are interested in your current
field of study, and then take into account the realities
of the situation to see if you have the motivation to
pursue a higher degree. In addition, it is also important
to accumulate your resume. For example, seize
your opportunity to apply for a short-term exchange
position by taking action actively. Also, try to gain
more experience in any domain and broaden your
horizons at your age. These will be of great help in
further education or job hunting.

We really appreciate Shih-Po Lee’s time to share his
experience through this interview. The funding for this
exchange program is kindly raised by Dr. Jason Yi-
Bing Lin, Dr. Jeng-Neng Hwang, and Arthur Chiao, the
chairman of the Broad of Winbond (alumni of NYCU
and UW). Students are welcome to apply to this
exchange program to gain a different life experience.




