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Professor Tsung-Tai Yeh:
Curiosity, Perseverance and Courage

to Explore

Professor Tsung-Tai Yeh from the department of
Computer Science, specially invited for an exclusive
interview, shared the opportunity to ignite his research
passion, the experience of studying abroad, as well
as his expectations and suggestions for the students
of the Department of Computer Science. Professor
Yeh specializes in computer architecture, graphics
processing unit, and Al chip system, etc. Looking
back on his past learning experiences, Professor Yeh
rooted the idea of "deeply dedicated to research" in
his mind as early as he was a graduate student. And
“curiosity" became the driving force behind his dream.
Furthermore, curiosity plays a significant role not only in
pursuing knowledge but also in adapting to the new life
of study overseas.

“Keep curious about things in learning and research.”
Professor Yeh highlighted the importance of "curiosity",
the desire for knowledge and the exploration for the
unknown. The original momentum for devoting himself
to research was Professor Yeh'’s thought that is not
restricted by textbooks. He likes to explore ideas
freely and enjoys the sense of achievement in solving
problems. Later, because of the exploratory drive of
"eager to meet people from different cultures", he
decided to study for a PhD program in the United
States to expand his horizons. During his days in school
abroad, Professor Yeh was particularly impressed by
the difference in "teaching styles". In addition to the
teaching strategies, the course materials responded
to the depth and breadth of learning at the same time.
Meanwhile, he recognized that “communication” was
the key factor to mingle with fellow classmates and
adapt to the local teaching method. The absorptive
capacity and expression ability were both necessary
and important for knowledge exchange, discussion
and research. "Understanding message" alone is not
a bidirectional communication. How to integrate and
assimilate what he has learned, and then share his own
opinions with fellow students and instructors would be a
big challenge for a foreign researcher.

Professor Yeh recalled that once in a class, he was
asked by an instructor “Why don't you ask any

questions?” He was puzzled by this question, so the
instructor explained to him about the importance of
asking questions, “Once you ask ‘why’, you will try to
understand the subject better, and conduct an in-depth
study.” This is the most important feature of foreign
teaching styles: perceive the deficiency and identify
blind spots in learning using spontaneous questions,
stimulate thinking by constantly asking and answering
questions, and thus get closer to the core knowledge in
the field of research to expand the depth and breadth of
learning. In addition, studying in the highly competitive
learning environment with strongly motivated students
from all over the world, Professor Yeh believes that
the key to make him stand out from his peers is his
“hands-on” ability and "problem-solving" skills. His
motto is "lt's not because you're good enough to start
research; rather, you may get better after you start
research." Hands-on practice is the first stepping stone,
and secondly trying to find solutions is as important as
asking questions bravely when encountering problems
in the research process. Taking the courage to ask
questions is not merely “raising issues”; on the contrary,
asking questions after a lot of thinking and trying can
reduce communication costs and make the inquirer
feel well-prepared. Furthermore, repetition of attempts
enhances learning and memory to achieve the effects of
dual-task training on knowledge and application.

At times, unexpected frustrations and obstacles
may get in the way of study and career. Professor
Yeh encouraged students to retain passion and
perseverance, because passion enables us to focus
on the goal for long and perseverance motivates
ourselves to continue pursuing success. Professor Yeh
took his own experience of pursuing a PhD degree as
an example. It might be a long and arduous process;
however, we may look back and see what we've
accomplished, filled with a solid sense of achievement.
Do not limit yourself when you face many of the
research challenges. The phrase “the sky is the limit”
really tells us that no boundaries exist and everything is
possible. Let’'s explore bravely, pursue our dreams and
realize them.




