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The college of Computer Science was selected a
one of the benchmark bilingual colleges by MOE. To
enhance the English language ability of CS students
and to promote them as international talents, the
Department of Computer Science of National Yang
Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU) offers English
enhancement courses to improve their general English
and academic English abilities. Students can select
the courses according to their learning needs for
English. The following are students’ reflections after
joining these courses.

Mavis Chen (EVA Lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1

Willy’s course focuses on the logic and concepts of
academic writing. In this course, | learned to analyze
the structure of academic papers. This helped me
to not only grasp the main points more quickly when
reading papers, | was able to write better conference
papers after | learned knowledge about precise
vocabulary and structure of papers. The course
instructor made a great effort with the course content,
also the class atmosphere was quite joyful because
sometimes we had interesting interactions with each
other. Overall, it was a pleasant class to attend to learn
academic knowledge.

Jenny Cheng (EVA Lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1

During the past years, thesis writing has been rarely
taught in the English courses | attended. However,
the ability to write a comprehensive and clear
academic English writing plays a crucial role for a
master’s student. In Willy’s course, he analyzed and
summarized some common mistakes graduate
students often make. In addition, he also introduced
some useful vocabulary, sentence patterns, and
grammar for academic writing purposes in the
Computer Science domain, such as how we could
use synonyms or how we explain the data in English.
This course helped students to effectively express
the main points when we write in English academic
papers about our research findings.

Ze-Yu Jin (WIN lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1

| learned a lot of concepts about thesis writing from
Willy’s course. For example, the thesis statement of
a thesis is stated at the beginning of the paragraph.
When writing a thesis, it is important to follow a certain
structure, like a GSG structure mentioned in the class,
and it is important to consider the main subjects we
use in writing. In addition, the teacher also shared his
experiences in academic writing, which helped me

to gain some insights. When explaining some of the
more difficult concepts, the teacher explained them
with real-life examples and interesting clips so that we
were able to understand them better. Finally, I’d like
to show appreciation to our department for providing
these English enchantment courses to learn English in
the Computer Science domain.

Hsin Ju Lin (ACM Lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1 & 2

| didn’t have any experiences in thesis writing before |
took writing 1 and writing 2 courses. Therefore, | didn’t
feel that relevant when | took Willy’s courses on how
to write a comprehensive and structured academic
writing. | accidently found that these courses helped
me better understand when reading academic papers.
After taking the courses, | was able to distinguish
the main points and supplementary information in
the papers. Besides, | found that most of the top
conference papers actually followed the structures
taught in the class. When | started to write my own
thesis from the 2nd year of master’s study, | felt
struggled. | took out the notes from these two courses
and found that they were the lifesaver for writing a
thesis in English. Although the content of the thesis
statement still required brainstorming, | was able to
arrange my contents according to the structures
taught in the class. | would recommend that students
should probably take these courses when they are
already working on their own thesis. In this way, they
know what the difficulties are and they may find the
solutions in the courses.

Tzu-Hao Chiang (ACM Lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1 & 2

After taking Willy's Academic Writing level 1 and level
2 courses, | have learned so much about the structure
of academic writing, which helped me to plan the
structure of my thesis. Besides, | was able to fix my
problem with Chinese style English. When reading
other people’s writing, | can quickly grasp the main
points that the authors want to express. Willy’s class
was very relaxing and interesting, and the content was
very close to our graduate life and academic issues.
| hope the pandemic will be over soon and | will not
have to take classes remotely.

Chia-Wei Kuo (ACM Lab)
Course: The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1 & 2

The problem | often encounter in writing is that when
| read other people's conference papers, | find them
very structured and well written, but when | write them
myself, it is like a dull description of events in my diary.
In addition, it’s difficult to distinguish the main points
and details. However, in the courses, we learned to

organize our content based on the structure and logic
introduced by course instructor, Willy. After taking the
courses for 2 semesters, | gained more background
knowledge about academic papers in the computer
science domain. Finally, | was able to publish a top
conference paper. | sincerely appreciate Willy and
Selina’s efforts and help.

Tony Lee(Grass Lab)
Course: English for Communication and Delivery

English has always been my less favorite subject at
school. Although | always knew that this problem
needed to be improved, learning English never
brought the same sense of accomplishment as solving
a math problem or understanding the principles
behind a physics phenomenon. As a person who had
always been not interested in English, | just maintained
a minimum standard of English skills all the way to my
master's study.

| was very fortunate to have the opportunity to take
the English enhancement courses at our department
recommended by our professor and lab members. At
first, | was worried that my low level of English might
be a problem for the teachers, but after | finished the
course, | realized that | thought too much about it at
first. The class was very relaxing and enjoyable. | had
a great time with my lab members. More importantly, |
didn't have to worry about making mistakes because
the teachers were very patient in explaining English
concepts to us. It felt like killing two birds with one
stone. | was able to relax and learn English at the
same time during the busy time of graduate study. |
recommend this course to those of you who have the
same experience as me or who are worried about not
having the opportunity to practice English.

Patrick Wang (Prof. Jyh-Cheng Chen’s lab)
Course: English for Communication and Delivery

Speaking level 1 course is a very relaxing and fun
course to attend. We are able to learn English
conversation in a very practical way with the learning
materials prepared by our instructor, Selina. There are
a lot of topics to talk about in the class, and we can
also learn English through world knowledge in this
course. From my travel experiences, the only way to
speak well is to be willing to talk to others. Besides,
there are not a lot of assignments or difficult grammar
to deal with in this course. The teacher would guide
you as long as you are willing to speak. | would
recommend this class to students who are shy about
speaking and want to improve their English speaking.

Patrick Wang (Prof. Jyh-Cheng Chen’s lab)
Course: English Presentation for Academic
Purposes

Speaking level 2 course is a solid and practical course,
which is also the reason that | wanted to take the
course in the first place. In this course, pronunciation
and speech delivery pace became important. |
became aware of my mistakes and tried to improve
on those areas although | thought my English ability
was alright before taking this course. | learned to

distinguish long and short vowel sounds of English,
and the way to use stressed sounds in a sentence,
which helped me to overcome the challenge when |
asked direction to native speakers in San Jose when
traveling in America. In addition, this course focuses
on developing skills in academic presentation. If
you need to present your research abroad, you can
consider taking this course. You can also apply the
one-on-one consultation provided by the instructor, |
believe your oral presentation in English will definitely
improve.

Mavis Chen (EVA Lab)
Course: English Presentation for Academic
Purposes

Our course instructor, Selina, organized a lot of
speaking exercises in the course, which made me
become aware of many aspects of English that | never
paid attention to before. This can affect the quality
of a presentation such as how to pause between
sentences and how to change the intonation when
speaking in a presentation. In addition, the teacher
provided examples of sentences that we could use
when presenting in a conference and thesis, which
was very useful to me. The teacher was very attentive
and enthusiastic in the course, and she also spent
extra time outside of class revising our speech scripts.
| would highly recommend computer science students
at our department to take this course.

Jenny Cheng (EVA Lab)
Course: English Presentation for Academic
Purposes

Students often had little chance to use English
to conduct presentations at school. This course
introduces ways of presenting in English, including
how to pause between sentences, how to stress on
important points, and how to use figures to explain
your research findings. This kind of presentation
requires a lot of actual practice, and this course could
provide a lot of opportunities for students to practice
their oral presentation. For instance, a simulated
conference presentation practice was conducted at
the end of the course, which helped us to gain some
experience that we can apply in the future.

Ze-Yu Jin (WIN lab)
Course: English Presentation for Academic
Purposes

This is my third year participating in the English
enhancement courses, and the course | decided
to take in this semester is English Presentation for
Academic Purposes. This course focuses on two
aspects of presentation, one is pronunciation training
such as stress sounds and chunks, another is
introducing words and phrases that are commonly
used in academic English presentations. As the course
progressed, | also gradually completed an academic
presentation with PowerPoint slides and scripts. The
final presentation gave me a chance to assess my
learning outcome of this course with the feedback
provided by the instructor. | hope that | will have the
opportunity to continue to attend such courses to
improve my English skills.



