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An Interview with Dr. Yi-Ting Chen:

We are very honored to invite Dr. Yi-Ting Chen, an
assistant professor of the College of Computer Science
who specializes in intelligent driving systems, computer
vision, artificial intelligence, and machine learning in
this interview. We hope to share Dr. Chen’s diversified
study and career experiences to students of our college
for career planning as a great reference. From having
doubts to think about whether to pursue a research
career, to the experience of job application and his
teaching philosophy, Dr. Yi-Ting Chen shared his ups
and downs in this journey.

When majoring in Electrical Engineering in his senior
year of NCTU, Dr. Chen had already started thinking
about his future. Considering the time taken to
prepare for application documents and examinations
to study abroad, he decided to apply for a short-
term exchange program at the University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign. Through this opportunity, he
wanted to see if he was able to fit in and can further
pursue master’s and doctoral degrees abroad in the
future. Just before he left for his exchange program, he
recalled that coincidentally Prof. Thomas S. Huang, a
professor at lllinois at Urbana Champaign was invited
to give a lecture at NCTU. Dr. Huang was one of the
leading figures in pattern recognition, computer vision,
and human computer interaction. Dr. Chen was deeply
inspired by Dr. Huang’s lecture so he immediately wrote
to Professor Huang to ask if he could participate in the
research project. After receiving a positive answer, Dr. Yi-
Ting Chen joined the research team in the project team
directed by Dr. Huang. “I think this was a turning point
for me to start to think about the meaning of research
and what | was doing.” Not only gaining a sense of self-
achievement from research experiences, conducting
research also helped him to explore and plan for his
future. This experience gained from the research project
also made Dr. Chen determined to extend his plan
from a short-term exchange and master’s degree to a
doctoral program application as his final goal. Although
Dr. Chen made up his mind and successfully enrolled in
the doctoral program, he soon faced a challenge that
most international students encountered-the burden of
high living costs and expensive tuition fees. He had a
rough first semester under enormous pressure without
financial support in his doctoral study.

When it comes to the dilemma of choosing between
the passion to conduct research or receiving an
assistantship, Dr. Chen shared his memory during his
second semester of doctoral study. Although he did

successfully receive an assistantship, he was not very
motivated in the research topic he was conducting. This
situation did not improve until the second last year of
his doctoral study when taking the course, Computer
Vision, in which he found a passion for research. Just
not long after he discovered his passion, Dr. Chen soon
faced another challenge, which was that it was about
time for him to graduate from doctoral study. He needed
to decide whether to keep waiting for an opportunity
to do research that he was very interested in or enter
the job market in a related field. In the end, he chose
the former option and joined Prof. Ming-Hsuan Yang'’s
computer vision research team at the University of
Callifornia at Merced. In his cover letter to apply for
a position at Dr. Yang’s lab, he wrote “| don’t care if
| have an assistantship or not, | just want to do it!”.
Perhaps the reason why he was recruited by Dr. Yang
and earned this opportunity was because of his strong
determination. With this firm and positive attitude, Dr.
Chen was able to publish two papers while working in
Dr. Yang’s research team.

Dr. Yi-Ting Chen gradually found the reasons and goals
for his devotion to research from many research and
internship experiences. When working at the Honda
Research Institute USA, Dr. Chen realized he could put
his expertise into solving real problems. For instance, he
found that there was an urgent need to solve problems
caused by car accidents when exploring advanced
driver assist system projects. “Computer Vision” could
be more than a research interest, moreover, it can be
applied in intelligent driving systems, and assistive
robots to contribute to traffic safety and home-care
services. “Using what | learned and providing assistance
to people in need to solve existing problems is my
goal behind my passion in research. This is a simple
yet meaningful answer to the question of "what is the
purpose of research", and Dr. Chen conveyed the
messages through his personal experiences.

At the end of the interview, Dr. Chen shared his
experience when leading interns in the final year in
Honda Research Institute USA. When guiding interns
as a mentor, he felt that those interns’ circumstances
were very similar to him back then, such as feeling
confused about their future and research. He believes
that if someone could provide guidance based on their
perspective as an experienced researcher, it would
be very helpful for younger generations. It was also
the reason why he devoted himself to teaching at the
Department of Computer Science at NYCU. Now He
often encourages his students to “actively pursue their
passion and do what they love to make the world a
better place.” He hopes that students can explore and
devote themselves fully to their studies and give what
they have to this society.



