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Abstract

his article reconstructs the practice of jazz musicians in southern Taiwan from

1945 to the 1960s by exploring the musical paths of two ageing “ordinary
musicians” from small towns. “Ordinary musician” refers to the professional
musicians who do not write original compositions, but earn a living by playing
cover songs in staged performances; they have been ignored by canonical
historiography of music in Taiwan. I will explore how they cultivated their
performance skills and built identities in diverse musical communities, explain
their differences in professional status, and describe how their musical carreers are
connected to geographic localities. Their music paths cover musical communities
such as the youth league under the Japanese Occupation, funeral and marriage
amateur orchestra, song and dance troupe, the cultural propaganda troupe under
the KMT rule, where they taught in musical orchestras, the professional jazz
combos, the gentry’s amateur orchestra, and the military variety show troupe.
These musical communities show how Japanese colonization, the KMT rule, and
the US military garrison influenced the local music practice in Taiwan.

Keywords: Ordinary musician, Jazz, Light music, Youth league, Cultural
propaganda troupe, Military variety show troupe
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