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Abstract
‘X Tith a focus on the intersection between labor, migration, and affects,

the paper explores how the narrative of rural migrant workers in China
shapes and defines the making of a new cultural feeling toward China’s rural
migrant workers. By looking at how the pursuit of happiness and the good life
orchestrates and recalibrates rural migrants’ biopolitics and social relations,
the paper studies the linked relation between migrant workers” upward
mobility and the discourse of the Chinese dream, interrogating how the
workers’ failure unfolds other possibilities and associations with the nation’s
promise of happiness. Focusing on CCTV’s reality show, My City Dream, the
paper examines how the TV show narrates the tension between rural migrant
workers’ aspiration for a better life and their struggles to survive, and how
rural migrant workers’ life experience and social discourses compete to write
and rewrite the cultural feelings pertaining to the underclass in contemporary
China. Specifically, by looking at how My City Dream transforms rural migrant
workers’ from “victims/losers” to “dreamers,” a transition that puts emphasis
on the remaking of the worker’s feelings and interiority, the paper unfolds the
cultural politics of emotion in recalibrating the relations between the individual
and the social. Borrowing from and extending what Lauren Berlant and Sara
Ahmed have shown in Cruel Optimism and The Promise of Happiness regarding
how immigrants play as a key figure in our understanding of affects related to
the vision of the good life, upward mobility, and happiness, the paper shows
how the narrative of China’s rural migrant workers as “dreamers,” embodies,
localizes, and invigorates the Chinese dream.

Keywords: The narrative of rural migrant workers, The politics of emotion, My
City Dream, Upward mobility, Gratitude
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