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Abstract
Along with the social engagement and political participation surfing with

the Lifting of Martial Law, the visual expressiveness of the works presented
during the Taiwan Little Theatre Movement in the late 1980s has attracted
the attention of critics. This article reviews and analyses the works and their
theatre-image presented during this particular period and the historical
editing produced by the presentations composed of ruptures and articulations.
Compared with Ying Zhen Chen's original short story, published in 1965,
the adaptation made by Rive-Gauche, presented in 1987, “The Sun That Still
Shines On” is a complex piece of work worthy of analysing. On the one hand,
Chen focused on the incomplete decolonisation from the perspective of a young
teacher in Taiwan who represented the post-WWII generation. On the other
hand, in the adaptation, the young girl, who died for good, and those miners,
who died for nothing, reversely became the immortal martyrs worshipped
by the young idealistic socialist. The adaptation diluted and transformed the
contradictions intertwined with the historical context and personal desire in
Chen's story. By presenting bodies composed of the ideoplastic manoeuvre,
Rive-Gauche's transformation deploys the image of an idea accusing the
inequality of class difference. This article does not intend to negate the
aesthetic experiment of the adaptation but to analyse, under the intellectual
condition confined by the Cold War Globalisation and the Martial Law, how
a visual genealogy formed since the 1960s has affected the conceptual practice
of Taiwan’s Little Theatre in the late 1980s. As a short story and a theatrical
adaptation, the analysis of “The Sun That Still Shines On” is an epistemological
reflection on the rupture, deviation and articulation inherent in contemporary
Taiwan history. Moreover, this article proposes to revisit the history of modern
theatre in Taiwan apart from the given aesthetic knowledge and reconsider it as
the starting point for remapping the intellectual situation confined by certain
historical conditions.

Keywords: Cold War Globalisation, Martial Law & its Lifting, Viewing
Experience & Visual Culture, Taiwan’s Little Theatre Movement,
Theatre-Image
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