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One of my earliest and most vivid memories about my
sister was when we first moved to Taipei. I was about 5
years old. She would always take me with her whenever she
visited her friends. They would play with me, and she
would proudly announce: “This is my little sister.” All
her teachers knew me, and all her friends knew me, as the

“little sister.”

As we grew up, I spent most of my time away from home:
first in a boarding school in the last year of my junior
high, then college, and then the US for the past 30
years. She lived at home taking care of our parents. Our
father died about 25 years ago; she then devoted herself

to the care of my mother.

During the past 5 years, every year, she came with my
mother to visit me in US, mostly in the summer time. One
day, she told me, she made the trip because she wanted me
to be able to enjoy the happiness of the family reunion,
to have the happy memories, and to have no regrets in the

future.

Early last year, she was diagnosed with leukemia. She
made arrangement for my mother to be taken care of, and
then went to the hospital by herself to face the
treatments. Around July time, I took my mother to US with
me. Then I realized that how brave she was. She was

facing the disease all by herself. During 2003, I came



back to Taiwan 6 times, trying to see if there was
anything that I can do to change her status. But it was

too late.

She was a wonderful sister: she always thought of others
more than herself, and she always gave more than she

received.
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