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Expanding Horizons: Insights from Gomputer
Science Students Studying Abroad

As part of their pursuit of academic excellence, students
at National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University often seize
the opportunity to participate in international exchange
programs, aiming to broaden their horizons and gain
valuable experience. These programs present a unique set of
challenges and opportunities, requiring courage and insight
from both the students and those who have embarked on
similar journeys before them. In 2022, two students, Wei
Ting Hung and Jie Ting Hong, from the Computer Science
Department, embarked on study abroad programs at the
University of Southampton in the UK and Osaka University in
Japan, respectively. This year, they are sharing their insights
with their juniors, offering valuable advice and wisdom to
future students.

Wei Ting Hung, a computer science student from the Class
of "111, participated in the OUSSEP (Osaka University
Short-term Student Exchange Program). In 2022, he went
to Osaka University to study at the Law School. Hung
chose Professor Elbalti's courses at the Law School, where
he studied specialized subjects such as common law,
Japanese law, Middle Eastern law, social law, and Islamic
law. He observed that Professor Elbalti encourages active
participation in class discussions among students, making
attendance a significant factor in grading. However, the
attendance requirements are flexible. Additionally, students
can choose to enroll in either three elementary Japanese
courses held at 8 a.m. weekly or an advanced Japanese
course offered once a week. These Japanese language
classes are designed to improve students' ability to express
themselves in Japanese by focusing on various social
issues.

Hung participated in the "Internship" course of the OUSSEP
program. This course allowed him to interact with residents
and various organizations, which helped him experience
different cultures and ways of life. During the course,
students visited different organizations and institutions,
engaging in dialogues with non-profit organizations for
elementary school students’ after-school activities, local
senior farmers, volunteers lighting candles at the memorial
ceremony for the Great Hanshin Earthquake, Osaka Music
University, Kyoto University's Yoshida Dormitory where
students were living in protest, farmer bases, homeless
squatters protesting against police in Shibuya Park.
These hands-on experiences helped him gain a better
understanding of Japanese culture, society, and way of life.
Overall, his study abroad experience in Japan allowed him
to gain deeper insights into various disciplines while also
developing a better understanding of Japanese culture and
society.

Jie Ting Hong was among the first batch of undergraduate
students awarded overseas exchange scholarships from
the College of Computer Science in 2022. She attended the
University of Southampton for a one-year exchange program.
During her stay at Southampton, Hong observed that the
teaching methods were not significantly different from those
at the National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University. However,
there were differences in the details of the courses, such as
the proportion of lectures, goals, and students' approach
to learning. While attending classes at Southampton, she

noticed that the proportion of lectures was relatively low,
and many courses incorporated practical exercises and
enhanced interactivity. In laboratory classes, there was an
emphasis on discussion and exchange among students,
and they were encouraged to use online discussion forums
to seek solutions to problems. Some teachers were also
skilled in utilizing university-provided resources and online
platforms like Discord for classroom Q&A and online
tutoring activities. Hong mentioned that second and third-
year students at the University of Southampton generally
had internship experience or more comprehensive summer
plans. They began seeking resources related to future
employment in their first and second years, accumulating
relevant experience. These experiences, different from those
in Taiwan, fascinated her.

During her studies at Southampton, Hong observed that
there were more group assignments in the first semester,
particularly in the game design course. Each assignment
required teams of two to complete, and they couldn't work
with the same partner every time. By collaborating with
her classmates, Hong discovered that besides applying
knowledge learned in class, creativity was also essential.
Therefore, effective collaboration could lead to significant
outcomes, where each member could guide the other
toward interesting ideas and implement the expected
features, resulting in a sense of accomplishment.

The Student Services Center at the University of
Southampton is a noteworthy facility that combines
academic affairs, student affairs, and counseling services
to provide support to students. Hong believes that the
university places great importance on students' mental
health by offering these services. The Personal Academic
Tutor (PAT) program assigns a Personal Academic Tutor to
each student, while senior tutors are available for counseling
sessions. Furthermore, the Student Services Center
operates a 24-hour hotline to assist students at any time.

Hong shared that studying abroad was a very enriching
experience for her both academically and socially. She got
to learn about the teaching methods and student life at the
University of Southampton in-depth. Hong believes that
her experiences will be a valuable reference for students
who plan to study abroad in the future. She also hopes that
her experience can inspire others to provide guidance and
inspiration for their international learning journeys.

In pursuit of academic excellence, National Yang Ming Chiao
Tung University considers overseas exchange a crucial
milestone. Wei Ting Hung and Jie Ting Hong, two students
from the Computer Science Department, have shared their
international exchange experiences, which have not only
enriched their own learning and life experiences but also
inspired and guided their juniors. These experiential stories
highlight personal growth and serve as valuable resources
for future students. We hope that more students at National
Yang Ming Chiao Tung University will be encouraged by
these sharing sessions to step out of their comfort zones,
broaden their international perspectives, and excel on the
global stage. These inspiring stories will motivate future
students and illuminate the path for their overseas learning
journey.






