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Dr. An-Zi Yen: Exploring the Frontiers
of Natural Language Processing

In the golden age of information technology, the work
of Dr. An-Zi Yen in the fields of Natural Language
Processing (NLP) and Information Retrieval (IR) has
attracted considerable attention. As an assistant
professor in the Department of Computer Science at
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University, Dr. Yen has
made notable contributions to the body of academic
knowledge and has provided exceptional educational
opportunities for her students.

Dr. Yen's academic journey was fueled by an enduring
passion for information technology. Reflecting on her
early years, she shared, "During my undergraduate
studies, | identified a strong desire to enhance my
proficiency in the field of information, thus electing
to pursue graduate studies." Under the guidance
of Professor Wen-Juan Hou, she developed a keen
interest in experimental research, a discovery that
propelled her toward pursuing a PhD. Immersed in
the vibrant research environment of Professor Hsin-
Hsi Chen's lab, Dr. Yen found profound joy and
satisfaction in academic research. "Each milestone
achieved instilled a profound sense of fulfillment,
reinforcing my unwavering commitment to academic
exploration," she remarked.

Dr. Yen’s achievements include publishing papers
at internationally renowned conferences such as
AAAI, EMNLP, WWW, and SIGIR. Additionally, she
received an esteemed nomination for the ACLCLP
(Association for Computational Linguistics and
Chinese Language Processing) Doctoral Dissertation
Award. Her contributions extend further as she serves
as a distinguished PC member at IJCAI (International
Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence) and as
a program committee member at conferences like
CIKM (The Conference on Information and Knowledge
Management) and EACL (European Chapter of the
Association for Computational Linguistics).

In her teaching philosophy, Dr. Yen places significant
emphasis on the principles of respect and attentive
listening. She advocates for creating an educational
space infused with respect, where students'’
perspectives and emotions are not just acknowledged
but deeply valued. Her commitment extends to
ensuring that students have full access to educational
and research opportunities, empowering them to
make the most of their learning experiences. Dr. Yen
also draws inspiration from Shohei Ohtani's words:
"One should become a good person before becoming
a baseball player, hoping to be considered trustworthy
by society." She firmly believes that society can evolve
positively as individuals relentlessly follow their chosen
paths with integrity. Her ultimate goal is to instill a

deep sense of trustworthiness in all her students,
emphasizing its critical importance and inspiring them
to strive towards their highest ideals with unwavering
commitment.

Dr. Yen adopts the motto "Take things as they come,"
explaining, "Given life's unpredictability, | hope to
preserve inner tranquility and resilience amidst
challenges and circumstances beyond my control."

During the interview, Dr. Yen stressed the importance
of curiosity, especially for students who are either
currently involved in research or looking to embark
on a research journey. She pointed out that without a
keen sense of curiosity, it becomes difficult to identify
worthwhile research questions to explore. As such,
she considers curiosity to be the most critical skill in
academic research. Dr. Yen encourages students to
enhance their research skills by crafting their unique
research questions and diligently searching for
answers, thereby fostering a deeper engagement with
their chosen fields of study.

With the advent of the Al era, it is undeniable that
Dr. Yen and her team will continue to explore the
limits of natural language processing. This interview
not only reflects on their past achievements but also
looks forward with great anticipation to the vast
possibilities that lie ahead. We are eager to witness
Dr. Yen's mentorship of the students at the College
of Computer Science, where her guidance is sure to
inspire groundbreaking experiments and remarkable
contributions to both academic research and societal
progress. Under Dr. Yen's visionary leadership and
innovative spirit, the academic community is set to
soar to new heights, marking a celebration of scholarly
pursuit and creativity, all while maintaining a deep
commitment to shaping the future.

Furthermore, we eagerly anticipate Dr. Yen's efforts
to develop students' research skills and encourage
them to explore research questions and solutions
independently. In academic research, curiosity is
crucial, and Dr. Yen's teaching philosophy emphasizes
the importance of respect and attentive listening,
which provides students with better access to
resources for learning and research. Her guiding
principle, "Take things as they come," encourages
reflection. In a world characterized by unpredictability,
inner calm and resistance to external influences
are invaluable. We are looking forward to Dr. Yen's
continued demonstration of this composed mindset
as she faces future challenges, and we expect her to
continue making remarkable contributions to scientific
research and societal advancement.






