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Outstanding Alumnus Shih—-Yuan Chen: A Pioneer of
Projection Technology Going from NYCU to the World
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Shih-Yuan Chen is an experienced entrepreneur with
deep expertise and currently holds the position of
chairperson at Optoma Corporation. He earned his
degree from the Department of Computer Engineering
at National Chiao Tung University (NCTU) and is an
outstanding student of the class of 73. Throughout his
career, he has held the role of President at Coretronic
Corporation, Optoma Group, Optoma Europe, and
Coretronic Europe in succession. These diverse
experiences have equipped him with exceptional skills
and insights in corporate management and international
market expansion.

This year, Chen is among the five outstanding alumni
from the third class of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University (NYCU). These alumni have built strong
foundations, amassed extensive experiences and
credentials, and shown steadfast commitment to their
respective fields. They have not only excelled in their
careers but have also actively contributed to the nation
and society, making significant impacts in areas such
as environmental protection, public welfare, and the
promotion of universal compassion. The remarkable
accomplishments of these outstanding alumni have not
only brought prestige to our alma mater but have also
set a commendable precedent, serving as inspirational
figures for younger students. To acknowledge their
exceptional achievements and notable contributions,
NYCU hosted the third Outstanding Alumni Awards
Ceremony on February 28, 2024, as a gesture of respect
and commendation.

Chen, a distinguished graduate of National Yang Ming
Chiao Tung University, has a remarkable story of courage
and wisdom. After completing his degree in Computer
Engineering at NCTU in 1984, he embarked on an
illustrious journey. Today, as the chairman of Optoma
Corporation and a founding member of Coretronic,
he has not only paved his way but has also emerged
as a leader in the global projector industry. In 1997,
Chen ventured to Europe to establish Coretronic's
subsidiary, and in 2002, he co-founded Optoma.
Despite his previous role as the President of Coretronic
Corporation, his current focus is on developing
Optoma and establishing its UK headquarters. Chen
has utilized Coretronic's hardware technology to drive
software innovations and expand global reach and local
operations through strategic branding. Leading the

development of projector products, he has implemented
market segmentation and dynamic marketing strategies,
propelling Optoma to the forefront of global innovation.
Especially in terms of DLP digital projection technology,
Optoma ranks first in the world, serving 150 countries
and earning numerous international awards for its
environmentally sustainable product design.

Chen's exceptional performance led him back to his alma
mater. During his acceptance speech at the ceremony,
he conveyed deep appreciation for his alma mater and
the Department of Computer Science. He remarked, "I'm
grateful for the support and endorsement from NYCU
and the Computer Science Department. During my
college years, | often saw seniors proudly returning to
campus with their spouses. Today, | have achieved the
same success." This statement not only demonstrates
gratitude towards his alma mater but also affirms his
journey of challenges and accomplishments. During his
time at NCTU, Chen gained insights into the systematic
balance between hardware and software development
and honed his teamwork and perseverance, significantly
contributing to his future career.

Looking back on his time with the NCTU baseball team,
Chen said, "My university experience had a significant
impact on my future career. Being part of the NCTU
baseball team taught me the values of teamwork and
sportsmanship, especially during the impactful Meichu
Game." This feeling of unity and determination laid a
strong foundation for him throughout his entrepreneurial
journey. He also expressed his gratitude to the NCTU
alumni who supported him in the early stages of
his career. He specifically mentioned the assistance
he received when entering the workforce and the
opportunity to join Coretronic, which came about through
a recommendation from a fellow baseball team member.

Throughout his career, Chen has faced numerous
challenges. However, he consistently tackled them
directly with the knowledge he gained at NCTU and his
efforts. He shared an experience from when he was
establishing a European subsidiary, during which the
accounting department encountered computer glitches
while closing procedures were underway. Leveraging his
engineering background and the skills he acquired at
NCTU, he quickly resolved the issue within an hour. This
incident highlights the importance of NCTU in fostering
students' comprehensive abilities and problem-solving
skills.

Today, Chen is a successful entrepreneur and a
dedicated alumnus who generously supports his alma
mater. In collaboration with National Yang Ming Chiao
Tung University, he has founded the "NYCU-Optoma
Al and Virtual Reality Research and Design Center'" to
nurture future talent and advance industry development.
He looks forward to NYCU's ongoing efforts in cultivating
more talent, benefiting not only Taiwan but also the
global community. His story fills NYCU with pride and
ignites the aspirations of countless students. Through
his commitment and wisdom, he is creating a lasting
legacy, bringing honor to NYCU, and making significant
contributions to society. May Shih-Yuan Chen's journey
serves as a beacon, inspiring more students to pursue
their ambitions boldly.






