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Partnership to smooth the path of learning

The morning sunlight slants across the road, as groups of
students chat and laugh with their backpacks in tow. The young
learners are ready to start a brand-new day as they make their
way onto the campus of the newly named Affiliated Chu Pei
Senior High School of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
(NYCU). This freshly established name signals the beginning of
an exciting new chapter for the high school. Here, the students
will be provided with ample opportunities to take part in
interdisciplinary university courses and start exploring their future
paths earlier than ever before.

In addition to the new name, other changes will be implemented
to help to ease the transition of high school students entering
college. The pace and style of learning in high school and
college are usually very different. Also, high school studies focus
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on building a solid foundation of knowledge, while college
encourages exploration. Because of these differences in learning
methods and goals, many students feel insecure when it comes
time to choose a major, and they may feel uncertain about
the path they're about to take. As the students face their new
direction, it can help to give them a clearer sense of the road
ahead as early as possible.

To bridge the gap between high school and university, the
institutions can work hand-in-hand, rather than operating
separately. This strategy has become increasingly important,
as changes are made in the education system. The transition
of National Chu Pei Senior High School to the Affiliated Chu
Pei Senior High School of NYCU is exactly this kind of effort.
It gives students the chance to start from their familiar high
school campus and branch out into a much broader world of
learning, exposing them to potential future paths at an earlier
stage. So, what exactly makes this school unique? We spoke
with Principal Dr. Aaron Chen of the Affiliated Chu Pei Senior
High School of NYCU to get the story.

Dr. Chen emphasized that after Chu Pei Senior High School
became affiliated with NYCU, one of the biggest changes
for students has been access to a wider range of in-depth
courses. Dr. Chen explained that the school now offers a
variety of specialized programs, such as the Bilingual Education
Experimental Class, where students can choose to focus on
areas like medicine or science and engineering, according
to their interests. There is also an Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science Experimental Class that gives students an
early introduction to major fields like artificial intelligence (Al)
and semiconductors, in alignment with future industry trends.

Students can also take advantage of NYCU's ewant Open
Education Platform to enroll in online courses. After finishing
these courses, they can move on to Advanced Placement (AP)
courses and take AP exams to further build their academic
portfolios. These opportunities allow students to strengthen
their academic credentials and set themselves up for
opportunities on a global stage.
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From in-class learning to after-school
activities, access to such resources is
a powerful boost for the growth and

development of high school students.
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In addition to the introduction of new and diverse courses, the

learning environment for students has also been enhanced. Dr.
Chen explained that the partnership with NYCU gives high
school teachers the chance to work closely with university
faculty when planning lessons and developing curricula. In
the future, the teachers will be able to build and develop new
experimental education programs. University professors will
also have more opportunities to share their research expertise
within the high school setting, and students at NYCU's Center
for Teacher Education will practice at the affiliated school,
bringing fresh energy and new ideas to the high school

classroom.

With these changes, students can now access a diverse
range of university-level courses in subjects like law, business,
foreign language, science and engineering, and biomedical
sciences. They get to participate in hands-on experimental
classes, lectures and activities, and they even have the chance
to join university clubs. NYCU's campuses and facilities are
located throughout Taiwan, giving the students a variety
of opportunities for extended learning. Whether they're
interested in the arts or industry-related resources, students
have opportunities to connect and collaborate with talented
people with diverse interests and backgrounds.
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From in-class learning to after-school activities, access to such
resources is a powerful boost for the growth and development
of high school students. Dr. Chen pointed out that these
programs aren't limited to their school. The broader goal is to
gradually expand these opportunities, benefitting students in
the greater Hsinchu area and eventually all of Taiwan.

Opening the door to the world together

After reading this far, readers may be thinking that students
at the Affiliated Senior High School of NYCU now get to
experience a diverse and vibrant high school life, which is
fantastic! This clearly helps when it comes to applying to
college, but what does it mean in the long run? The answer to
this question is related to our constantly changing world.

Addressing this point, Dr. Chen firmly stated that through
these initiatives, the goal is to equip students with skills
necessary for global mobility. Imagine if one day you receive
an offer for your dream internship from a Fortune Global 500
company in Europe. You're thrilled, but you can't help but
wonder if your language skills are strong enough. Will you be
able to adapt to life abroad?

These are the types of issues that allow for global mobility. It
isn't some mysterious or complicated ability. Rather, it's simply
the confidence and opportunity to step out of Taiwan and
study, work, or live comfortably in different countries and
cultures. Sure, speaking the local language is essential, but what
matters even more is being able to handle everyday life on your
own and collaborate with people from different backgrounds.
Simply put, the basis for global mobility is the capability to
learn, think, express yourself, and adapt, so no matter where
you go, you can live the life you truly want.

Lacking global mobility is like driving a fancy car but being
stuck in the slow lane. You may watch other people speed
ahead, change lanes, and race off into the distance, while you're
held back because you aren't familiar with the language, can’t
read the signs, or you're simply too afraid to pick up speed.
Maybe you want to apply for a job overseas, but the thought
of interviewing in a foreign language holds you back, or maybe
you feel out of place at gatherings with international friends
and colleagues.

As time goes by, you might convince yourself that staying put
isn't so bad after all, but maybe the real reason for not moving
abroad is simply that you're not confident to take the first step.
Having global mobility doesn't mean you have to travel far, it's
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enior High School of NYCU helps

L students develop global mobility skills, preparing
them to live at ease and grow courageously wherever

life takes them.
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about having enough courage to go for it when opportunities
come your way. If you lack confidence, then no matter how
boundless the opportunities, you'll always find yourself
watching from the sidelines, never truly getting into the game.

Students at the Affiliated Senior High School of NYCU are
now given a passport to the world. According to Dr. Chen, the
school’s curriculum is designed so students don't just sit and
listen in the classroom. They take charge of their own learning.
They get to make hands-on choices, dive into self-directed
bilingual learning, and use both languages to gather new
knowledge.

In this environment, the use of language skills transform from
just tools for taking tests into a way to truly communicate and
express ideas. Beyond exploring traditional academic subjects,
students can learn about modern fields, such as Al, biomedical
sciences, and semiconductors. They also have chances to work
directly with university professors on experiments, learning
how to think flexibly and use a variety of problem-solving
strategies.

The Affiliated Senior High School of NYCU also places a
strong emphasis on developing each student’s ability to learn
independently. Once classes begin, every student is expected
to do their own research, set goals, and complete tasks on
their own. These experiences give them the confidence to face
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unfamiliar sitcuations in the future. The school actively creates a
multicultural learning environment as well. With teachers from
different cultural backgrounds and a variety of opportunities
for cross-cultural exchange, students learn to understand
differences and respect diversity in their daily lives. This
mindset helps them build strong teamwork skills. All of these
efforts help to make sure that when students eventually step
onto the global stage, they'll be able to adapt with ease and
face new challenges confidently, no matter where they choose
to go.

Next stop, the world

Dr. Chen also laid out an even more forward-thinking goal of
making international education affordable for everyone. He
believes that international education shouldn’t be a privilege
reserved for just a few, because every child in Taiwan needs
to develop a global mindset and start building their global
mobility skills as students.

In the future, work and life won't be limited to Taiwan. Being
able to step out of your comfort zone and find your place
in a multicultural world will be an essential skill for the next
generation. By combining the strengths and resources of
both the high school and university, NYCU and the Affiliated
Senior High School of NYCU are working together to create a
launchpad for students to start exploring, understanding, and
connecting with the world while they're still in high school
Ultimately, these innavations will benefit industry. But mare
importantly, every young persan who takes this path should
develop conridence to unfold a world map, move freely, and
shape their own path wherever they choose to go
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Looking back on the transition process, Dr. Chen smiles as
he recalls that although the transition felt like a whirlwind of
change, what stood out most to him wasn't keeping up with
the schedule. Instead, it was the enthusiasm of the faculty and
staff at NYCU. The teachers consistently volunteered their
support and assistance, and Dr. Chen was truly moved by their
dedication. This dedication solidified his determination to see
the transition through.

As our interview came to a close, we asked Dr. Chen if he
had any words for the students at the Affiliated Senior High
School of NYCU. He said, “I hope you'll work hard to develop
yourselves and put your best effort into everything you do.
| want ‘the Affiliated Senior High School of NYCU' to be a
name that makes you smile and fills you with pride whenever
you mention it. Everyone has the chance to shape who they
become. Let your actions show the world that you're from this
school, and that you'll carry this experience with you as you
move on to even greater things in the future.”





