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Navy Academy at the Kunming Lake

Built in 1886 (12th year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign), it was a special school

to wain naval officers for the Qing armed forces. It was also utiized as a front
behind which Empress Dowager Cixi diverted naval funds to rebuild the Summer
Palace. The academy, divided into the Inner Academy and the Outer Academy, is
composed of two housing complexes, each having five rows of houses. The students
leamed astronomy, measuring and calculation, driving,~ forces deployment and
gunnery. The students put on numerous naval maneuvers for the Empress Dowager
on the Kunming Lake and shouldered the duty of tugging her Imperial Pleasure Boat
with a steamboat for pleasure rounds on the lake. The Navy Academy was shut
down after the failure of the Chinese navy in a confrontation with the Japanese navy
in 1895 and this site was later put to various uses. The remains are most of the
Outer Academy and part of the Inner Academy
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