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A Research on Fan’s Characteristics, Practice and Identity :

A Case Study of Adolescent Cosplayers

Student : Li-Lan Chang Advisor : Dr. Liang-Wen Kuo

Institute of Communication Studies

National Chiao Tung University

[ ABSTRACT ]

Cosplay becomes a popular activity of adolescents in recent years and often
catches the media attention. The main purpose of this research is to analyze fan’s

characteristics, practice and identity through interviewing adolescent cosplayers.

Cosplay means those people whoiimitate, dress, make up or act like the characters
shown on animation, comic boeks, gamesy movies, or puppet drama. Among them, the
last one uniquely represents Taiwanese culture. From a psychological viewpoint, people
are facing identity crisis at the age of adolescents. Before this age, they have never had
this experience and thus hope+to obtain identification and approval of friends. As to
active and energetic fans, young peoplerare willing to make efforts on creation and
cosplay. Myths provide guidelines for living, give meanings to life, uncover the
mysteries of life, and so on. Reading mythology, watching drama, or participating
cosplay are also a method for fans to learn how the characters behave, think, manage

and live.

The adolescent cosplayers fulfill self-identification through dressing-up, creation,
and participation. They obtain meanings and realize values of life through reading these
mythologies or drama. Being a member of fan’s organization, each person has a strong
belief and identification to be part of the group and firmly follows the rules established
by the group. The most significant finding of this research is that puppet drama fans
practice cosplay both locally and culturally.

Keywords : cosplay, fandom, youth culture, mythology, puppet drama
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