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A Study of Applying Marketing Strategy in Campaign
- a Case of Legislator Campaign in Hsin Chu County,
Taiwan, 2008.

Student : Chin-Yi Chou Advisor : Chyan Yang

Master Program of Management for Executives

National Chiao Tung University
Abstract

Political Marketing is classified as a form of non-profit marketing,
and it includes all marketing activities eoncerning political beliefs or
behavior to influence public.opinions; attitudes or behavior. Electoral
marketing is a species of political marketing, applied and related to electoral
situations where candidates market their images and ideals and use their
promises or personal charisma in exchange for votes. Like commercial
marketing, electoral marketing also has to promote competitive advantages
of a candidate in order to increase more market share. Channels that
candidates utilize to address political information to voters are almost the
same as marketing channels that commercial products are advertised through.
Therefore, marketing strategies can be appropriately applied and extended to
electoral campaigns to promote candidates.

The theories of marketing strategies are applied in this study with an
example of the 2008 Legislative Election in HsinChu County. Hsin-Ying
Hsu, a county councilor of Hsin Chu County, was a non-partisan candidate

who ran against the three-term incumbent legislator in the 7" Legislative

il



Election. She challenged a 100-year-old political party with her scarce non-
partisan resources. Data analysis and participant observation were carried
out to explore the relationships between campaign strategies, electoral
campaigns and marketing strategies, including factors, designed to achieve
the goals of electoral marketing for candidates, of candidate positioning,
market segmentation, targeted voters, social network marketing, electoral

advertisements, internet marketing and media communication.

Keywords: Marketing strategy, Political marketing, Electoral marketing,

Campaign activities.
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