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ABSTRACT

Taking Michel Foucault’s Archaeology of Knowledge as the theoretical framework, this thesis
investigates the formation of landscape discourse, statements and archive of view photography in
Guidebooks of Taiwan Railway Tour through a comparison of two guidebooks respectively
published in 1927 and 1942. Railway guidebooks;were.published by the Ministry of Railway Affairs
of the Japanese Central Government in Taiwan since the establishment of the North-South Line in
1908. Featuring Taiwan’s views and resorts jalong the railway, these guidebooks represented and
introduced Taiwanese locality to the Japanese citizens between-1910s and 1940s.

The juxtaposition of view photography and its accounts:in the guidebooks formed a series of
statements which offered the Japanese readers a-solid-marking system for identifying Taiwanese
localities and recognizing the boundary of the'Japanese empire. These statements celebrated the
pleasure of active tourist intervention, mohility, andsystematic practice in discovering proper
Taiwanese sceneries by train, and reorganized dispersed views as well as resorts throughout the
island into a continuous package tour. The operation of these “statements” not merely defined the
unique “archive” of view photography that separated it from landscape painting, but also reinforced
the formation of a changing landscape discourse in relation to the promotion of tourist industry.
Through Foucault’s reflection on the discursive formation of knowledge, and the conception of
“discourse”, “statements” and “archive”, this thesis suggests that the reading of view photography
must exceed the limit of “documentary”. The value and historicity of photographs lies not in its
ability to reflect the events, but rather, its “productivity” in provoking the dissemination and
operation of specific discourse and practice in history. Since the distribution of this landscape
discourse in the guidebooks paralleled the Japanese Government’s policies and efforts in
constructing a civilized environment for tourism, the formation of discourse itself is also considered
part of the modernization practice.

This research elaborates the discussion on landscape and the history of Taiwanese photography,
and contributes to the reconsideration of theory especially in the domain of visual cultural studies in
Taiwan.
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