CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

In the study of natural language semantics, theystof how and what semantic
distinctions are encoded in words or lexical itasnalways the issue. By means of examining
the interaction of word meaning and compositiogathe structural information of a sentence
can then be systematically analyzed. Accordinghg significance of the study of word
meaning or lexical semantics is the core concemmaxdt linguistic frameworks. (cf. Fillmore

and Atkins 1992, Goldberg 1995, Pustejovsky 199%%,2002, 2005, Lien 2006)

1.1 Thelssue: Frame-Evoking Verbsin Mandarin Chinese

Lexical semantic studies of Mandarin verbs havevdraubstantial attention in recent
linguistic research. Verbal semantics has a latiadavith the argument structure of individual
verbs and the semantic relation between the vedhtarcore argument. One of the problems
is how to interpret the sequence of [V+NP]. In saraees, the meaning of the [V+NP] frame
is derived from its whole construction rather thieom its derivational parts—verbs or noun
phrases. Take the Mandarin vefBAN = ‘rush’--for example (Liu 2005). As illustrated {f)
below, the semantic interpretation ®AN fails to account for the event encoded in the whole
construction, GAN+NP], and it only denotes an underspecified evenichvlindicates a
temporally framed activity. The genuine activityceded in {SFAN+NP] only can be inferred
from the event-evoking nominal followin@AN. Liu gives some examples (Liu 2005:

318~9):



(1) GAN+NP:

GANyan3jiang3 & i ‘to rush to take part in public speech’
GANgonglchel & ‘to rush to catch the bus’
GANsanldian3ban4 & = B ‘to rush to get to the bank by 3:30 pm’
GANbao4gao4 B T ‘to rush to finish writing a report’

All these differentGAN-NPs refer to completely distinct activities or evgipes.

In addition, Liu (2002) indicates th&AO #i ‘do/make’ andNONG j:fl ‘do/make’ also
display similar behavior. The significant functiohthese two verbs is that they behave like a
pro-vertd. As to the nominal NP of [V+NP], it is the onlywsee for the semantic information
of an unspecified event. Such a verb plays an &atenle in the frame. In addition to
carrying its original meaning, the verb also coapes with the subsequent noun phrases to
express the meanings of the whole constructions€gurently, this thesis aims to explore and

define the frame-evoking verbs in Mandarin Chinese.

1.2 Scope and Goal of the Thesis

Adopting Liu (2002, 2005)’s study, this thesis exads instances oWAN_ = ‘play,’
NONG §°I ‘do/make,” andGAO #i ‘do/make’ in a fairly large corpus, and analyzbsit
associations with the object-NPs WAN+-NP], NONG+NP], and GAO+NP], respectively.

To account for the behavior of the verbs, Frame &giws (Fillmore and Atkins 1992) are

! In this thesis, the grammatical function of prabgemainly refers to the following two eminent graarians’
masterpieces: one is Quigk al. (1985) and the other Chao (1968). According torlQet al. (1985:75~7,
863~6), a pro-verb is a kind of “pro-forms...(thatg &ssentially devices for recapitulating or aptting the
content of a neighboring expression, often with effect of reducing grammatical complexity.” In étitzh,
“the item do, although it belongs to the classes of verb, lamasitic functions similar to pro-forms, in
conveying a broad and undifferentiated meaning: Himwoudo your laundry?” Moreover, the relation is
“substitution” between pro-verb and antecedent wbgrthe pro-verb can be understood to have ‘reglace
repeated occurrence of the antecedent. As for tteevgrbs of Mandarin Chinese, based on Chao
(1968:660~2), the verbs discussed in Liu (2002 52@Md this thesis have similar functions of a yeob (i.e.
DO) in English. Although Chao regard®ONG and GAO not as pro-verbs but ordinary verbs with a very
general range of meanings, the two verbs are dgtdaleloping toward pro-verbs and the linguistatad
shown in the following chapters are the solid enite



used to linkWAN NONG and GAO and particular constituent information coded bg th
object-NPs in the construction. In view of the espondence of the construction and the
meaning, Construction Grammar (Goldberg 1995) igpliep to account for their
interrelationship. Moreover, Qualia Structure (ymtsky 1995) is utilized to resolve the
ambiguity inherent in some identical constructionghis thesis will examine three
frame-evoking verb3VAN NONG andGAQ, in Mandarin Chinese. The outline of this thesis
is as follows: In Chapter 2 the theoretical framekgowill be introduced. Chapter 3 reviews
some familiar studies. Chapters 4 through 6 anatheelinguistic data of the frame-based
verbs—WAN NONG andGAQ, respectively. Ultimately, the discussion and dosion are

presented in Chapter 7.

1.3 The Database

The linguistic data used in the thesis are maielyieved from the Academia Sinica
Balanced Corpus (Sinica Corpus), which is one efléingest contemporary Mandarin corpora
containing more than five million words tagged wiarts of speech. Even though there are
quite a few linguistic data pertaining to theseséhrerbs, only those shown WAN+NP],

[NONGtNP], and GAO+NP] are the target lexical items.



CHAPTER TWO

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

In this chapter, three remarkable theoretical frapr&s are introduced in the following
order. In 2.1, Frame Semantics (Fillmore and Atkif82) provides a frame-based approach
to account for the semantics of [V+NP]. In addititiee example of commercial transaction
verbs in English and a significant case study ohtiéain Chinese (Liu 2002) are introduced
in the section. In 2.2, the constructional appro@ébldberg 1995) is introduced to account
for the meaning of the actual event encoded if\WR&\P] construction of Mandarin Chinese.
In the last section 2.3, Qualia Structure (Pustjgv1995) is utilized to solve the potential

ambiguity drawing from the meaning encoded in [V4NP

2.1 Frame Semantics

In regard to lexical semantic approaches, Fillmame Atkins (1992) propose that the
interpretation of a verb can be acquired only wtien associated semantic frame is clearly
defined. What a semantic frame denotes is actumlknowledge schemata defined as ‘a
structure background of experiences, beliefs octf@s, constituting a kind of conceptual
prerequisite for understanding the meaning.” (Fallen and Atkins 1992: 76-7) Take the
commercial transaction verb, SPEND, for exampldinfflere and Atkins 1992: 78-9): in
“Harry spent twenty dollars on a new tie,” Harrytle subject (i.e. the Buyer), Money is the
direct object, Goods (i.e. a new tie) is markedhwthie preposition ON, and the Seller is
NULL. That is, the semantic and syntactic valen&etife Voice) of SPEND are encoded in
the commercial transaction frame.

To apply the approach to Mandarin Chinese, leke the semantic frame QJIIANG £}

‘rub’ for example. According to Liu (2002:148-9) He semantic frame @IANG highlights



two important components: COMPETITION and GAIN. Theaning ofQIANG can be
specified as follows: In the event QIANG-NP (x), an activity (x) is carried out by means of
COMPETITION for the purpose of gaining a desirabdeget (y). The two frame components
define the background schema for the V@tBNG!

Both Frame Semantics and Construction Grammar ceouat for the meaning of the
activity implicated in the sequence of [V+NP] in Mfarin Chinese, but, according to
Jackendoff (1997), the constructional approach sesuperior to the notion of lexical rules.
Therefore, the constructional approach is alsogmtesl in the next section as one of the

theoretical frameworks.

2.2 Construction Grammar

According to Goldberg (1995), the definition of Gtruction Grammar is that “C is a
CONSTRUCTION iffies C is a form-meaning pair sFS> such that some aspect of df
some aspect of {Ss not strictly predictable from C’'s component tgapr from other
previously established constructions.” A signifitaaxample would be the Ditransitive
(double-object) Construction of English (Goldber@e%: 3~4, 2003: 220): the form of the
construction is [Subj V ObjObj], and the meaning of the construction is [X CAUSE®
RECEIVE Z] (intended or actual Transfer), such egbes as ‘Pat faxed Bill the letter,’ ‘She
baked him a cake,” and ‘He gave her a Coke.’ Initamfd the [V+NP] construction can
illustrate the application of Mandarin Verbal Semies Cognitively, an opague semantic
interpretation of an under-specified event is jgt the output of semi-productive lexical
rules (the constructional approach vs. the prodadexical rules) whichmustbe listed in
long-term memory; that is, the semantic interpretatan not be retrieved from online words
which can be listed in short-term memory. (cf. Jackendof®2,92002) In [V+NP], the

interpretation of the actual event encoded in te&NP] construction (or the lexical item)



mustbe fixed and located in the long-term memory ofmhan beings. Such example as the
interpretation of GAO feilji] 4 7&£% ‘to make troubles’ is quite different from its
derivational verbGAO #if ‘do/make’ and NPfeiljil 7&#% ‘airplanes.” Therefore, the
construction or the LEXICAL ITEM GAOS3 feilji] f{EES ‘to make troublesmust be
taken as a unit of lexical storage rather than WORDSfeil & ‘fly’ and jil £ ‘machine’
thatcan constructedeiljil 7% ‘airplanes’ online. (cf. Jackendoff 2002)

The constructional approach sets out to accounalfarur knowledge of language. (cf.
Goldberg 2003) On the base of the Constructionah@mnar, the form-meaning pairings are
taken to be the basic units of language. A phrpatitern is considered a construction if the
meaning of the construction is not strictly predide from its derivational parts or from other
constructions. On that ground, in Mandarin Chinesegrtain transitive verb, such @\O
i ‘do/make’ mentioned above, when combined witHatowing NP, should also be viewed
as a construction. The constructional approachiliged to account for the meaning encoded
in the actual event of the [V+NP] pattern in MandarChinese. Accordingly, the
constructional approach is the core theory apphettie thesis to account for the meanings of

the actual events coded in the constructiodgAN-+HNP], [NONG+NP], and GAO+NP].

2.3 Qualia Sructure

According to Pustejovsky (1995: 76-7), “Qualia $ture specifies four essential aspects

of a word’s meaning (oqualia):

CONSTITUTE: the relation between an object anadsstituent parts;
FORMAL.: that which distinguishes it within a larggomain;

TELIC: its purpose and function;

AGENTIVE: factors involved in its origin or “bringg it about.”



Take ‘novel’ for example. The qualia structure ofovel is interpreted as:
[CONST=narrative], [FORMAL=book], [TELIC=readingland [AGENT=writing]. On the
other hand, that of ‘dictionary’ is quite similar the interpretation of ‘novel,” but the TELIC
role of ‘dictionary’ is [TELIC=consulting]. Accordgly, these two words will not be confused
in the same context.

An application of Qualia Structure to Mandarin \@risemantics is shown iBAN
‘rush’ (Liu 2005: 325): there are two interpretasofor GAN3 bi3sai4i& =% ‘GAN game.’
For example, inGAN3le sanlchang3 bi3sai# = H=% ‘rush PFV three-CL games,’
one interpretation is ‘rushed to finish playitiyee games’ [AGENTIVE=playing] and the
other ‘rushed to finish watchinpree games’ [TELIC=entertaining/watching]. Thetutictive
qualia roles of the nominal argument are distinigaiide, so the ambiguity of the identical
syntactic form is no more there.

In view of the consequence that a lexical item ipa@ynterpreted in diverse contexts, the
ambiguity of the lexical item may draw from its oelated construction. Hence, this
contemporary approach of Generative Lexicon isegaibnvincing in the field of verbal

semantic studies of Mandarin Chinese. (cf. Huetng). 1995, Liu 2002, 2005)



CHAPTER THREE

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter reviews some previous verbal sematuidies in Mandarin Chinese. These
studies examine Mandarin verbs in the identicalgpat-[V+NP], including a study on light
verbs illustrated in section 3.1 and four caseistuoh sections 3.2 through 3.5.

In 3.1, Huanget al (1995) argues that different light verbs do talecific deverbal
nouns as their arguments. In addition, the semaspicesentations of the [LV+Deverbal Noun]
construction can be inferred from the deverbal spohwhich the meanings are derived from
their original verbal semantics.

As for the other four case studies, they are restbwn the following sections. 3.2
[QIANGH£+NP] (Liu 2002) and 3.5GAN;{E+NP] (Liu 2005) are two significant frame-based
semantic studies. As shown in these two case studme construction has implicative
meaning that is not from its derivational constitisebut from the construction itself. 3.3
[SHUA R +NP] (Manuscript by Liu, F. Fang-chun 2003) and [ZWO |’E’WNONG§‘| IGAO i
+NP] (Wang 2004) contain diverse linguistic data, andhcee they can render some
preliminary explanations for each lexical items.deneral, in the following sections, each

case study contains a summary and exposes thevadgmioblem that waits for an answer.

3.1 Huang et al. (1995)

Huanget al (1995) is a corpus-based study of nominalizatiod verbal semantics of
two light verbs-JINXING and ZUO--in Mandarin Chinese. They examine the relation
between the light verb and the noun phrase or évertbal noun in the [V+NP] construction
and take it to account for the phenomena of nonzatbn.

According to Huangt al. (1995),JINXING andZUO are two Chinese verbs that appear



to license nominalization of the deverbal nounseylmterpret the data that the light verbs’
function “seems to be purely grammatical.” (Huagtgal. 1995: 100) TakeJINXING for
example. In (2), the light verb functions just likkee licenser of nominalization and is
subsequent to a progressive markiéhl- . The sentences, in (3), can be paraphrased in the
other way without the light verb. (3a) and (3b) @dkie identical meaning, even though the

light verb is erased in (3b).

(2) T &5 r%j, > (Huanget al. 1995: 100)
Jing3fangl zheng4-zaiINXING diao4cha2
Police DUR-ASP L-verb investigate
‘The police are investigating.’

@) a FH-mEF ] Ir%@ > (Huanget al. 1995: 100-1)
Jing3fangl zheng4-zaINXING hu4kou3 diao4cha2
Police DUR-ASP L-verb household investigate
‘The police are investigating household regtsires.’

b. %‘Tﬁb}?}%}g\, Fip 1 e
Jing3fangl zheng4-zadiao4cha2 hudkou3
Police DUR-ASP investigate household
‘The police are investigating household regtsires.’

However, the idea that the light verbs just granicady correlated with their following
deverbal nouns is not absolutely right. The mamti@adiction is in the construction: if the
light verbs are only semantically bleached and gnaticalized to be the markers of
grammatical functions, they are not supposed tobtoewith specific deverbal nominals.
Nevertheless, according to the following data addd from the Sinica Corpus, the most
frequent light verbsJINXING andZUQ, take different type arguments. The data show in (4)
and (5) thatZUO combines with a verb such qge2ding4yf.3t- ‘decide,” which is the

endpoint, andlINXING combines with a verb such aailchu2f«# ‘tear down,” which is



the process.

(4) a. #HE S HCE (Huanget al. 1995: 102)
*ing3fangl JINXING jue2ding4
Police L-verb  decide

b. B i TR
jing3fang1ZUOle5 jue2ding4
Police  L-verb-LE decide
‘The police made the decision/ The police degide

(5) a. &S EF (V) (Huanget al. 1995: 102)
jing3fang1JINXING wei2jian4 (de) chailchu2
police L-verb violate-construction (DE) tearaie
‘The police tear down the illegal structures.’

b. = i SR ()P
*jing3fanglZUOle5 wei2jian4 (de) chailchu2
police L-verb-LE violate-construction (DE) teaeal

In the paper, Huan@t al. offer ‘a formal representation of the lexical semnes of
deverbal nouns which allows automatically lexicanhgration of deverbal nominals. It is
suggested that lexical rules can inherit predieatgiment structures from the cognate verbs
and form the lexical entries of the deverbal nordsimaitomatically.” (Huangt al. 1995: 108)

On that ground, the proposal accounts for the nmgaaf the deverbal nominals in the
[V+NP] construction derived from its derivationaénp, but it cannot account for one thing:
where does the meaning of the actual event/actdetyve from? Tak&UO for example: in
(6), the semantic types of nominals in tlJD+NP] constructioh are quite diverse. In

addition, ZUO sometimes sets a frame for an underspecified ewamd, the semantic

2 Even though the ZUO+NP] construction is one of the [V+NP] construcomand its constructional
interpretation sometimes is not just the combimated its derivational parts, as in (6ZUO is a fully
developed pro-verb (or light verb in this caseMandarin Chinese and may replace the function daoe

verbs in various contexts. Therefore, it is notrappr idea to exemplify theZJO+NP] construction in this
thesis.

10



information encoded in the opaque event still ndadber investigations.

(6) ZUO+NP:
ZUOda4guanl fic Y ‘to be an officer’
ZUO zao3canl it fI& ‘to prepare breakfast’
ZUOku3gong1l e o, ‘to be a labor’
ZUOjialting2 fang3wen4  fit" %=l ‘to conduct a home interview’
ZUO bang3yang4 fic B ‘to make a model’

In some specific cases, such &IANG+NP] and GAN+NP] shown in following
sections, the meaning of the actual event or agtigi still opaque, since it is not just the

combination of verbs and noun phrases.

3.2 Liu (2002): QIANG #+NP

In Liu (2002), a complete corpus-based selectioMandarin verbal semantic studies is
released. A case study presented in the work fecuse the [V+NP] frame--The
Frame-Setting VerbQIANG ] ‘vie for/rob.’ In the study, Liu examines the sertia frame
of QIANGH£, and proposes that the ve®JANG, and other certain verbs, such @O
‘do/make’ andNONG ‘do/make,’ displaying a grammatical function likepro-verb:QIANG
fails to encode the semantic interpretation of pague event, but the nominals following
QIANG can provide the detailed semantic information tloe specific event encoded in
[V+NP].

In addition, the different expressions are showdifferent patterns: “for expressing the
original ownershipQIANG takes a GOAL; on the other har@|ANG takes a THEME to
express the object or ‘target’ for expression.” # the semantic frame oRIANG it

“highlights two important components: COMPETITIOMAGAIN, and the verbs indicate

11



three different types of activities, including ftob,” ‘to fight for scarce resource,” and ‘to gain
priority for doing activity (x).” (Liu 2002: 148-p

To conclude, the construction of [V+NP] alwgyevides the information which cannot
be directly extracted from the nominal argumente Thse study ofJIANG +NP] shows that
“the specific function of some certain verbs iselia pro-verb, which provides information
about the manner, the means or the purpose ofiegrout various ‘secondary’ activities.”
(Liu 2002: 152) Liu’'s analysis is an initial modilr this thesis, since we can adapt it for

decoding the real event encoded in the construgtion

3.3 Liu (2003): SHUA J#+NP

Fang-chun Fanny Liu (Manuscript, 2003) focuses lom heaning extension and the
creative use oSHUA in Mandarin Chinese. TheSHUA +NP] construction is the major
concern in the study. With the shift of the degpoé&ransitivity, the object-NP changes from a
concrete semantic domain to an abstract one. duggested that “...HUArattribute NP]
carries negative semantic prosody and functiongvaduation in discourse....” (Fan-chun
Fanny Liu Manuscript: 19) Even though the studyigs in various data collected from the
Internet, the Sinica Corpus, and even BBS, thenéisgégroblems still remain unsolved and
wait for more concrete answers: what do the examiech aSHUA ' ‘display’ da4pai2
4l ‘big cards’/dad4daol-"’ ‘huge knife’/zui3pi22i5{1§¢J‘R{H' ‘mouth lips,’ actually mean?

And what does the semantic information of the eescbde?

3.4 Wang (2004): ZUO f#7NONG % /GAO f+NP

Wang (2004) aims to explore the different usageMahdarin verbs of ‘doing:ZUQ,

12



NONG andGAO.In Wang’s view, these verbs can be only interpretedear-synonyms, and
they cannot be completely replaced by each otNéasg’s interpretations of the verbs are as
follows: ZUO focuses on the action that encodes creatMi@NG licenses the action of
handling, andGAO encodes the action of initiating. MoreoveGAO is mainly negative in
most instances, especially in Taiwan MandaNONG and ZUO, on the other hand, are
basically neutral.” (Wang 2004: 82) The other pwsof the study is to provide a guideline
for teaching Mandarin verbs.

The table summarized by Wang explores a deta&ittegorization of these verbs, but the
specific discussion of the [V+NP] constructionlg@mains missing. Even though the general
semantic prosody dBAO is considered to be ‘NegativelNONG and ZUO as ‘Neutral’), in
the study, there are other interpretations on awicotithe frame. Hence, the opaque event
encoded in [V+NP] can be further discussed belowweler, we would not discuss the
[ZUO+NP] construction in this thesis; sinZ&JO is a fully developed pro-verb in Mandarin
Chinese, even there still are opaque events endodbeé construction and the interpretation
is not just the combination @UO and NP. On the contrary, we would discuss therdthe
pro-verb-like verbs in the thesiB)ONG and GAQO, because they are not fully developed

pro-verbs but are developing toward pro-verbs.

3.5 Liu (2005): GAN i&+NP

Liu (2005) again reminds us that the lexical iteofs[GAN+NP] contain ‘salient
information’ which cannot be derived from its origi characters—the verGAN, and the
following noun phrases, respectively. Moreover,cading to the study, the verb encodes an
inanimate NP as its argument, and the argumentatmnseveral subcategories as shown in
(7), including (a) scheduled special events, (bhicles running on a fixed schedule, (c)

lexically specified (overt) time expressions, adyldrtifacts to be produced by a deadline. “In

13



general, the event inferred from the NP is a vatisil activity requiring speed to reach a

certain goal by a certain time.” (Liu 2005: 318~9)

(7) a. & %/%/Eﬁﬁ/?ﬁ%
GAN;ji2/kao3/miao4-hui4/yan3jiang3
GANmarket/exam/temple-festival/speech
‘to rush to take part in the market/ exam/ religidestival/ public speech’

b. & T HiIRES
GANgonglchel/feiljil
GANDbus/aircraft
‘to rush to catch the bus/ airplane’

. & FIHIAE )= e
GANshi2jianl/jin4du4/sanldian3ban4
GAN time/schedule/three-o’clock-half
‘to rush to save time/to catch up with a schedaolgét to the bank by 3:30 pm’

d. 8 B (=R R
GANbao4gao4/zuodyed/kedlyilfu2/huosd
GANreport/homework/clothes/goods
‘to rush to finish writing a paper/ to rush to hi writing homework/ to rush to finish
teaching classes/ to rush to finish making clothtesfush to finish manufacturing
goods’ (Liu 2005: 318~9)

The function of GAN is just like a “pro-verb” and the constructidinerefore encodes
“three meaning components” that can be interpreed‘to achieve a STATE by a certain
TIME through a speedy engagement in an ACTIVITXiu(2005: 319) In (7d), the example
can match the frame completely. What the study egsivs that “the semantic information of
the ‘ellipsed’ activity in the GAN+Inanimate NP] pattern cannot be obtained dirfictign the
lexicon...only when the pro-verbGAN, is combined with a potentially event-evoking
inanimate nominal, can all the detailed eventiierination be automatically inferred.” (Liu

2005: 321)

14



Lastly, in the pilot study of Mandarin verbal seriesy, Liu also proposed two
implications (Liu 2005: 327~8): First, both knowtgzl representation and natural language
processing are founded on the base of lexical seenatudies. “The semantic information
encoded on verbs is considerable essential foreseatunderstanding...verbs likeéAN
appear to set a frame, or denote a manner, rdtaermaming a specific activity.” Second, the
verb of the construction always provides core imfation about event structure and
participant roles; meanwhile, the pattern of thaedal item “may also coerce certain meaning
components into the interpretation.”

To respond to the unsolved questions raised instbdy of GAN, this thesis aims to
explore the range and the kind of semantic infolomathat is encoded in the background

frame evoked by the target verbs and then defiadrime-oriented verbs.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ANALYSIS OF WAN Ze+NP

The verbal constellations with the verld®AN NONG and GAO in the [V+NP]
construction are the issue in the thesis. As adranoking verb, each of them sets a frame
and takes a nominal argument to render an idiosyiccsense which is different from the
meaning purely composed by the verbal predicatetlamabject-NP. Since the constructional
denotation is not inferred from the components, t@n-compositional approach of
Construction Grammar is adopted to analyze theetgrgttern. Chapters 4 to Chapter 6 are
the main analyses and clear illustrations of thhedhrames: \VAN+NP], [NONG+NP], and

[GAO+NP].

4.1 Initial Observations of WAN

According to the linguistic data retrieved from tBmica Corpus, the total number of the
tokens ofWANis 888> In the data, although there are some idiosyncraties ofWAN the
majority of its uses are as a transitive verbaldjmate that takes an object-Nfh the
[WAN+NP] pattern as shown in 4.1.1. To examine tMAIN-NP] constellation, the use of a
transitive predicate is our major concern in thismer. Besides, the verb constellation
includes the nominal arguments, so we would likede what semantic roles will be bound in

the constructional denotation, as in 4.1.2.

4.1.1 Constructionswith WAN in the Sinica Corpus

% In the data, the total number of redundancies 7he original total number of the tokens shddd95.
* The compound nouns or deverbal noungiNare not the major concern in this thesis.

16



To reveal the detailed information of the comstions withWAN all the instances of
WAN as a transitive verb and its following object-N#e together examined. In most cases,
the veroWAN serves as a manner-denoting verb and takes a éfetiin the \WAN+NP]
pattern, as ilWAN2 wan2jud=e5es’ ‘to play with toys,”WAN2 shuanglda3r=<5~ ‘to
play by means of doubles,” aWdAN2 pulkedpaiZ=£Lji/il ‘to play poker.’ In addition, the
nominal argument may take a nominal classifier oegentive classifier, as MWAN2 yilge
wan2jud Ze— {55 ‘to play with one toy,” andVAN2 yilchang3 can2ku4DE you2xi#

- %ﬁ%fﬁfmi‘ﬁ?gﬁ ‘to play a round of cruel games.’ Although the maredicate iSVAN the
specific activities undertaken may not be the saWfe. may postulate that the nominal
argument followingWAN s the key element of the whole embedded scenianjgjcating an
unspecified activity with certain rules or means ¢arrying out the event. As Table 1 shows
below, in the majority case¥/ANtakes an object-NP to form thé&/AN+NP] construction. In
other cases, it can be followed by a verbal complanto form Verb-Complement compounds
or V-R compounds This kind of the construction would be represdras WAN+R+NP]; for
example,WAN2qi3 guanlbingl zuol giang2dao4DE you2xi#! { = Tﬁ@g}ﬁ’ﬁfjiﬁ?‘gﬁ ‘start
to play the robber-wanted game’ aW#AN2qi3 zuolmilchang2 &l " ‘have
started to play Hide and Seek.” Even though theeeaanumber of idioms pertaining to the
verbal predicateNAN they are fossilized in certain contexts and egeap with specific
denotations. Hence, we do not pay much attentiothese fixed patterns here. For further

reference, a number of the corpus examplé&/dNare given in Appendix A.

Table 1: Constructions withWWAN

Examples of WANtNP] Form Meaning

WAN2 wan2ju4 Teel! ‘to play with toys’

® Following Chao (1968: 435~480), we agree that b vakes a complement to form verb-complement (V-R)
compounds, but sometimes it takes an object-NPdind then a separable complement of verb-complemen
compounds to construct the V-O-C template whialmidertaken in cases of Table 2, as in 5.1.1.
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WAN2 qiu2 ez ‘to play with balls’
WAN2 pulke4pai2 e ‘to play poker’
WAN2 dian4nao3 T ‘to play with a computer’
WAN2 ni2bal Sejde ‘to play with mud’
WAN2 ganglqin2 TR ‘to play the piano’
WANZ2 you2xi4 TeilEEh ‘to play games’
WAN2 xue3qgiaol TeEE ‘to go skiing’

WAN2 moZ2tuodhel TR ‘to go motorcycling’
WAN2 nu3ren2 e b ‘to womanize’
WAN2 wo3 Ty ‘to fool with me’
WAN?2 zhe4ge wan2ju4 Teag (= s ‘to play with this toy’
WAN?2 yilge wan2ju4 o= (f5es! ‘to play with a toy’

WAN?2 yilchang3 can2ku4DE
you2xi4

S R
%"7&

‘to play a round of cruel games’

WANZ2 gu3piao4d T b= ‘to invest in the stock market’
WAN2 shalhua4 St ‘to do a sand-painting’

WAN2 yinlyu4 e B ‘to play music’

WANZ2 hualyang4 e fehR ‘to play by various means’
WAN2 shou3duan4 e H ‘to play tricks’

WAN2 shidye4 BEEIE § ‘to play business’

WAN2 bao4mi3hual TUEAR [ ‘to make popcorn’

WAN2 mo2xing2 SefbiE] ‘to construct models’

WAN2 duo3maolmaol i ‘to play Hide and Seek’
WAN2 hen2duol di4fangl el 2By ‘to tour around many places’
WAN2 shuanglda3 e ‘to play by means of doubles’
WAN?2 di4fanglxing4 Py ‘to play by means of localism’
WAN2 tuan2kanglhuo2dong4 Se[ElROEEY ‘to play group entertainment’

WAN2 shedjian4 bi3sai4 TEFEEEY ‘to play shooting games’
WAN2 pinlyinl you2xi4 SeHah ‘to play spelling games’

WAN2 zuo4 mai3mai4DE
you2xi4

S iR IR

‘to play dealing games’

WANZ2 zhi2 saldai4 Sefy 4L ‘to play throwing sandbags
WAN2 she2me hualyang4 e (e LA ‘to play with what kind of means’
WANZ2 she2me ba3xi4 e [+ ‘to play with what kind of tricks’
Examples of WAN+R+NP] Form Meaning

WAN2(qi3 bang4qiu2 SeEfRIR ‘start to play baseball’

WANZ2qi3 guanlbingl zuol

Sl PRI

‘start to play the robber-wanted
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giang2dao4DE you2xi4 IRl game’

WAN2q;i3 da4fenglchuil e AT ‘start to play Big Wind Blow’

WANZ2qi3 zuolmilchang2 le  Se& Rk o ‘have started to play Hide and Seg¢k’

WAN2qi3 mai3mai4DE you2xi4 et B g3 ‘start to play dealing games’

Examples of Idioms Form Meaning

WAN2shi4dbu4gongl Tl T ‘to play around in the world’

WAN2wu4sang4zhi4 B LN ‘to addict to something and lose
one’s mind’

4.1.2 Associated Patterns of [WAN+NP] and the Semantic Roles of the
Object-NPs

In the data of/VANas shown above in Table 1, there are quite ad&ents in the pattern
of [WAN-NP]. As illustrated in example (8) below, the s#ive verb, WAN e ‘to play,’
predicates object-NPs with a semantic role--Theftge object-NP-Theme is the most
significant semantic features; for exampléAN2 wan2juds<5:<L' ‘to play with toys,” and
WAN2 you2xi4 e ¥ 5% ‘to play games.” Namely, VWAN+NP-Theme] (henceforth
[WANtNP-T]) is the most distinguished pattern, while e thother patterns,
[WAN+NP-Incremental Them®] [WANFNP-Goaoc], and WANFNP-Means] (henceforth
[WAN+NP-IT], [WAN+NP-G], and YAN+NP-M], respectively), are the minor ofess in
examples (9) through (11) below. Notwithstanding gemantic roles are distinct in the

pattern, the meanings encoded are very obscukeewnof the consequence thAANfails to

license the eventive information pertaining to #wtivity undertaken, the object-NP, taking

® According to Dowty (1991: 567~571), ‘the propostlncremental Theme is that the aspect of teledjmates
depends on their NP argumenty..the principle that the meaning of a telic praticis a homomorphism
from its (structured) Theme argument denotatiom iat (structured) domain of events, modulo its other
arguments...For example, in a telic event describethbw the lawnthe agent is a man and the lawn is the
Incremental Theme. The homomorphism claim mearts biegause of the meaningmbw the state of parts
of the lawn and their part-whole relationship iflagted in the parts of the event of mowing it ai®b
part-whole relationship.’ Things entailed to ‘mameundergo a change of state’ are traditional Treeme

In the data, followingVAN many tokensare tagged with Nf, such AN liang3tianL<f{~ ‘to play for
two days’ andWAN yi4zheng3tianZe— Jrﬂﬁ_r”’« ‘to play all through the day.” According to thenia Corpus,
the Nf represents classifiers or quantifiers in Bn Chinese. Hence, these tokens can be negarded
as an object-NP nor put in th&/AN+NP] pattern.
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the semantic role—Theme, provides the semantienmdtion for encoding the specific event
of [WANtNP-T]. In (8) below, these diverse semantic typEsNP-Themes correlated with
WAN indicate various unspecified events bound \MAN+NP-T]; for example, the activity
taken place iNWAN2 gu3piao45<{=El ‘to invest in the stock market’ is different frorat

in WAN2 you4xideiiPs: ‘to play games.” The opaque event encoded in dheadr cannot
directly retrieved from its components, while thethaty encoded in the later is salient.
Therefore, in the following sections, the diversB-lhemes will be grouped into different

semantic categories for further discussions.

(8) [WAN+NP-TJ:

WAN2 wan2ju4 e ! ‘to play with toys’

WAN2 giu2 SeaR ‘to play with balls’

WAN2 pulke4dpai2 TR ‘to play poker’

WAN2 dian4nao3 T ‘to play with a computer’
WAN2 ni2bal el ‘to play with mud’

WAN2 ganglqin2 B L ‘to play the piano’

WAN2 you2xi4 e g ‘to play games’

WAN?2 xue3giaol e ‘to go skiing’

WAN2 mo2tuodhel S| ‘to go motorcycling’

WAN2 nu3ren2 e b ‘to womanize’

WAN2 wo3 STy ‘to fool with me’

WAN2 zhe4ge wan2ju4 fﬁiﬁf[ﬁfﬁi’ ‘to play with this toy’

WAN?2 yilge wan2ju4 [*_ £y ‘to play with a toy’

WAN?2 yilchang3 can2ku4DE>:— Eﬁl JiF  ‘to play a round of cruel games’
you2xi4 5

WAN2 gu3piao4 SR ‘to invest in the stock market’

(9) [WAN+NP-IT]:

WAN2 shalhua4 b =1 ‘to do a sand-painting’
WAN?2 shou3duan4 e H ‘to play tricks’

WAN?2 bao4mi3hual TH*E‘%TL ‘to make popcorn’
WAN2 mo2xing2 mﬁfﬂ ‘to construct models’
WAN2 duo3maolmaol TR ‘to play Hide and Seek’
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(10) [WANENP-M]:

WAN2 shuanglda3 e SHT ‘to play by means of doubles’
WAN?2 di4fanglxing4 Seby it ‘to play by means of localism’

(11) [WAN+NP-GJ:

WAN2 hen2duol di4fangl  Seil % ‘to tour around many places’

As for the other interesting examples shown in (ABpve, the interpretation VAN
shuanglda3=<3™ ‘to play by means of doubles’ is not quite comgmsible by the pure
combination of the meanings retrieved from the akgredicate VAN e ‘to play’ and the
nominal argumenshuanglda3<=~ ‘doubles.” That is, we need to decode the embedded
constructional denotation. Therefore, the sped®Baotation of the opaque event encoded in
the construction should be deciphered by the whotestellation rather than the derivational
parts, viz. the verb and the NP of the [V+NP] patédccordingly, four associated patterns
with salient semantic roles are embedded in YWAN+HNP] construction need to be further

explored in the following section 4.2.

4.1.3 Different Semantic Categories of the Object-NP-Theme in
[WAN+NP-T]

On the base of ‘family resemblances’ proposed bytgafsteifi (cf. Lakoff 1987,
Taylor 1995, CKIP 1993), these diverse NP-ThemeBAMAN+NP-T] can be grouped into 9

semantic categories from (12) through (19).

8 Wittgenstein indicates a complicated network afikirities overlapping and criss-crossing, and thieses
‘family resemblances’ to describe the similaritiestween members of a family, including build, featy
color of eyes, gait, temperament, etc. For exanpard-games, card-games, ball-games, Olympic Games
and so on are ‘games,’ but how should we explaisotbeone what a game is? Wittgenstein suggestsvehat
should describgamego them, and we might add: ‘Thasxd similar thingsare called “games.” (Wittgenstein
1978: 31-3) (cf. Taylor 1995: 39-40)
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(12) Games/ball games/gambling games/card gamegja@mes
WAN2 you2xi4/qgiu2/lan2giu2/du3lun2pan2/sai4ma3/mog@tgel/pulkedpai2/
giao2pai2/ zhilzhulren2
St SRR BRI IR F ) B AR i
‘to play games/balls/basketball/roulette/horsenrgitachingo/poker/Bridge/
Spiderman’

(13) Toys/entertaining materials
WAN2 wan2ju4/dian4dong4wan2jud/dian4nao3/wu2xisaddiyin1xiang3/daol/
giangl/ zhadyao4/bianlpao4/ka3tongl
e Sel! /%‘Eﬁ% g /FE?‘%F[/:"'?&LF%PFVI BB IR e B e ]
‘to play with toys/video games/computers/radiokstéknives/guns/dynamite/fire
crackers/cartoons’

(14) Musical instruments
WAN2 di2zi/gang1qin2
5T I

‘to play the pipe/the piano’

(15) Sports utilities
WAN2 xu3giaol/fengllang4ban3/hua2ban3/fenglzhamflyidsan3
oo SPEITMS AEAS R TG 4
‘to go skiing/surfboarding/skateboarding/kiting/asailing’

(16) Vehicles
WAN2 chel/mo2tuolchel/ji2pu3chel/shui3shang4 mb&bed
e ﬁ[/@ﬁfﬁﬁl/?[?{ﬁ[/"ﬁj‘@ﬁl‘;ﬁl

‘to go driving/motorcycling/jeeping/wave-running’

(17) Business activities
WAN2 gu3piaod/qgidyed/shidyes
SR Nies JEIE §

‘to invest in stocks/companies/business’

(18) Political strategies
WAN2 zheng4zhi4(xiud)/quan2li4 ping2heng2 you2xi4
o BT B
‘to play politics (show)/power-balancing games
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(19) Humans
WAN2 nu3ren2/nan2ren2/wo3
et MELMIE
‘to womanize/fool with men/me

In these semantic categories as shown abaid\ cooperates with the NP-Themes to
render diverse activities or events for tH&AN+NP-T] construction. Moreover, these
NP-Themes can be viewed as Metonyms used in platieeoentity itself. Therefore, two
questions will be taken into consideration: shotiltse different senses ANVAN in
[WAN+NP-T] be postulated according to the lexical rafgproach? And is there any other
way to account for the diverse use3/AN?

According to Jackendoff (1997), a constructiongrapch seems more economic than a
lexical rule approach.The former provides a solution that the verbaldjmate takes the
coerced interpretation, while the latter provideme extra senses for the lexical item. Hence,
in view of the fact thaty//AN+NP-T] can be taken as a construction, a constmatiapproach
(Goldberg 1995) is utilized to interpret diversensatic information encoded in the actual

event or activity drawing fronVJ/AN+NP-T].

4.1.4 Associated Patterns of [WAN+R+NP] and the Semantic Roles of the
Object-NPs

As Table 1 shows above, there are a small numbeexamples belonging to the
[WAN+R+NP] construction. That i$%AN combines with a complement but an object-NP to

form a V-R compound and then takes a nominal argamiEor the nominal arguments

° In Jackendoff (1997: 534), two approaches are @vethwith a number of examples. One of the examniples
‘We slept the whole afternoon away.’ In a lexicaler approachsleep aways considered as a complex verb
that licenses the object, while, in a constructicmaproach,V NP awayis treated as a meaning-bearing
construction that licenses both the verb and thjeavbTherefore, in Jackendoff’s opinion, a constianal
approach is more applausive.
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following the V-R compound are non-physical ganteey bear the Incremental Theme, as in
(20) below. On the other hand, the baseball game @xl) below is a physical nominal, so it
would be taken as the Theme. Since the sense dheompound is relatively clear, we can
get its constructional meaning by means of therpméation of the inceptiV@ state

generated from the V-R compound. As for the dafadéscussions of the constructional

interpretations, they are illustrated in sectich 3.

(20) [WAN+R+NP-IT]:

WAN2qi3 guanlbingl zuol SIS ?ﬁlﬁfi ‘start to play the robber-wanteq

giang2dao4DE you2xi4 1PV game’

WANZ2q;i3 da4fenglchuil SelE AR ‘start to play Big Wind Blow’

WAN2qi3 mai3mai4DE you2xi4 =& iyl ‘start to play dealing games’

WANZ2qi3 zuolmilchang2 le Se&{RiKps " ‘have started to play Hide and
Seek’

(21) WAN-R+NP-T]:

WANZ2qi3 bang4qiu2 eI ‘start to play baseball’

4.2 Constructional Analysesof [WAN+NP] and [WAN+R+NP]

According to Goldberg (1995:1), ‘the constructiotldemselves carry meaning,
independently of the words in the sentence.’ Kuggested that, taking [V+NP] for example,
the meaning of the construction is not drawn frésrderivational parts—V or NP, rather than
from the [V+NP] construction itself. In other wordas demonstrated in section 4.2.1, the
[WAN+NP] construction encoded diverse activities obsipican not be interpreted only by
means of its constitute parts. Therefore, the iatation betweerWWAN and object-NPs in

[WAN+NP] will be examined for a proper constructionakrpretation. In addition, although

10 see Smith (1991:33~6, 243~6) for detailed disaussf inceptives. In short, “Inceptives focus therg into
an event, and thus span the early portion of thsalachain.”
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the interpretation ofMVANENP-T] renders a significant sense WAN+NP], the interpretation
of [WAN+NP-T] and the senses of three minor sub-constmstare taken as constructional
polysemy of WAN+NP], as in section 4.2.2. As to the constructiomaérpretations of
[WAN+R+NP], they will be demonstrated in section 4.2.3.

In section 4.2.4, we demonstrate th&aNbehaves like a pro-verb of which the behavior
is quite different from other verbs only predicgtia salient event (cf. Smith 1991, Liu 2002,
2005).WAN just like other frame-setting verbs suchQ&NG #f] ‘vie for/rob’ andGANG
& ‘rush,’ sets a frame,WAN+NP], and predicates potential frame-oriented dHNRs in
[WAN+NP]. Moreover, in section 4.2.5, some potentiabmuity pertaining to WAN+NP]
can be distinguished by means of Qualia Structangl, then the proper interpretations of
[WAN+NP] would be demonstrated.

To interpret the unspcified events bound MWAN-+NP] and WAN+R+NP], the
constructional interpretation would be elaboratelgpicted by the modified diagram

following Fried and Ostamn (2004).

4.2.1 Constructional Interpretation of [WAN+NP]

Following Fried and Ostamn (2004), a feasible dmicof [WAN+NP] is illustrated in
Figure 1 below. As shown in (12-19) above, thesaasdic categories of NP-Themes share
the same sub-construction WAN+-NP]. In the datayWAN‘to play’ (cf. Liu 2005)is mainly
referring to ‘a playful or non-professional manhér. addition, according to the linguistic
data (see Table 1 above or Appendix A), the inkaticn betweenWAN and the object-NP
endows diverse active processes or events encodRflANtNP]. Also, the object-NP is a
Metonym which is just like a surrogate of the backmd knowledge (henceforth BK) or
rules enclosed in the lexical item itself. Therefas shown in the second box of the diagram,

the interpretation of the construction can be like:(#x with BK (#l) of the object-NP)
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engaged in an Event [associated with an object# (in a playful or non-professional
Manner! (#))." Furthermore, the interpretation of the&VAN+NP] construction obviously
requires at least five meaning components: an Etak@n place by means of the volitional
Agent (#x), a variable (i.e. [object-NP] (#i)) asmded with an Event, BK (#l) of the
object-NP, and a playful or non-professional Mang#y rendered byVAN As for the other
implicit beneficial sub-event (#k), since it is wardpecified, it is parenthesized as a hidden
feature in the construction. Consequently, the wansonal interpretation ofWAN+NP] can

be illustrated as Figure 1.

Figure 1: Constructional Interpretatidh of [WAN+NP]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP

syn | cat v, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent WK, of the object-N) engaged ir
an Event [associated with an objectif\P(in a playful or nonprofessionil
Manney [a beneficial sub-Evegi]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i {.q)], (FE # [Manner], FE #k [Event], FE #| [BK])

val | {#x |rel | 6 agt #oo|rel | 0 [] #jl #kl# | rel | 6 null|)}
DA - DA + DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-
Ixm wan

1 According to the data, in the interpretation af flVANFNP] construction, x is a variable of volitional éw,
and the object-NP is also a variable that asscciaith an Event. The playful or nonprofessional kian
originally derived from the verbal predicat@AN-is a semantic component and can be taken as an
incorporated Manner. Namely, the semantic compo(ientthe playful Manner) and/ANcan be lexicalized
in the pattern, and the meaning-in-form relation‘léxicalization’: WAN ‘play’ means ‘to playfully do
something.’ (cf. Talmy 2000)

12 Grammatically relevant information is depictedlie tboxes of attribute-value pairs, as in Figuretdich are
organized into sets, known as ‘attribute-value ive' (AVMs), and the acronyms or initialisms a®wh in
Figure 1 represent various features of the consbned diagram: syn: syntax; cat: category; v: veriax: the
maximality feature; lex: lexical item/phrase; sesemantics; FE: frame elements; val: valence; rel:
relationship attribute; DA: distinguished argumegft;grammatical function; syn: syntactic type; xilexeme.

In addition, in the FE #i (i.e. the semantic rofettee nominal argument) the parenthesized Qualiac&tre
([+Q]) specifies four essential aspects of a womtieaning (or qualia), viz. CONSTITUTIVE ([+Q-C]),
FORMAL ([+Q-F]), TELIC ([+Q-T]), and AGENTIVE ([+QA]). In other words, these four variables are
used to identify the qualia roles of the nomingjuanent, so the constructional interpretation wdaddsalient.
The detailed discussion is illustrated in sectich3l Besides, since the bounded “TELIC” role ipitadized,
the other “telic” process used to indicate the esdieel event won’t be confused with the former i thiesis.
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In Figure 1 above, foWANIs verb, its category shows ‘v.’ In addition, thalences that
WAN needs are two, and it bears a nominal argumethiteifWVAN+NP] construction. That is
why the maximality feature is minus in the box. &l8VANis a lexical item and should be in
active voice in the construction. As to the otheroayms of the variables, they are

exemplified in the footnote 12 on the bottom of @26.

4.2.2 Constructional Polysemy of [WAN+NP]

In [WAN+NP], there are four sub-constructions marked vwdibsyncratic semantic roles
of the object-NPs, vizWANtNP-T], [WAN+NP-IT], [WANtNP-M], and WAN+NP-G], as in
(8-11) above. Since the semantic roles are disshgad, they may render idiosyncratic
denotations for each sub-constructiper se Therefore, the constructional polysemous
interpretations would be re-exemplified as follows.

Even though\WANtNP-T] takes the lion’s share in thé&/AN+NP] construction, it is just
one of the constructional polysemy oVAN+NP]. In Figure 2 below, most semantic
components are derived from the constructionalrpmétation of WAN+NP] as demonstrated
in Figure 1 above. According to the examples shawii22) below, the interpretation of
[WAN+NP-T] is mainly pertaining to an active processaddition, the Agent, x, with BK of
the object-NP engaged in an Event should be vaohiioand the object-NP-T is interrelated
with the Event. As for the playful or non-professab Manner, it is defined by the veYidAN
‘play.” Consequently, the semantic frame of téAN+NP-T] construction is the combination
of five major semantic components, including a twtal Agent, the NP-Theme, BK, a

playful or non-professional Manner, and an Event.

(22) a.WAN2 wan2jud=e5e s’ ‘WAN toy’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays with toys]
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b. WAN2 nu3renZ5c¢ * ‘WAN womang:q-r=toy)) (& durative process)
ACTIVITY [x womanizes (in a playful Manner)] (=[xlays with women])

c.WANZ2 yilge wan2jud=— {[#5:Z' ‘WAN CL toy’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays with one toy]

d.WAN?2 yilchang3 can2ku4DE you2%id- iﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@iﬁ?ﬁ

‘WAN CL cruel game’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x plays a round of cruel games]

Figure 2: Constructional Interpretation o\JAN+NP-T]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP-T
syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active
sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgenithwBK; of the object-NP-J)
engaged in an Event [to play with an object-NR}T(in a playful or
nonprofessional Manndia beneficial sub-Eveg)]
FE #x [Doer], FE #i-T [Themgq.r)], (FE #j [Manner], FE #k [Event], FE #l [BK])
val | {#x [rel | O agt |# rel | 6 theme | (#/#k/i#l |rel | 6 null  |)}
DA - DA + DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn [ n+ syn (n-
Ixm wan

To check the form-meaning mapping of tM@AN+NP-T] construction, the examples of
(22) are examined as follows. In (22) as shown abthe meaning of (22a) is quite clear that
the constructional interpretation can be the coitom of each syntactic component. On the
other hand, in (22b), the literal meaningWAN2 nu3renZx? * is ‘to play women,’ but its
real activity can be interpreted as ‘to womanize diplayful manner).” In other words, the
derivational parts of the exampl®/AN e ‘play’ and nu3ren2 2 * ‘woman,” cannot
provide a proper reading. However, when the nomiagument undertakes a qualia
role—FORMAL, it is viewed as a toy. Namely, the wamis a toy in this case. Hence, the
parts can cHyarender the constructional

combination of these two derivational

interpretation of the opaque activity encode®AN2 nu3renZx¢ * ‘to womanize.’
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As for (22c) and (22d), there is a classifier icle@xample, but only the latter implies
that it is a telic process. The reason why the &rdoes not render a telic implication is all
about the background knowledge of the nominal aeptmand the classifier, and the
context-induced meaning of the underspecified cangon. In (22c), such classifier ggl.ge
~ {[#" ‘a/one’is interpreted as a reading of quantifamaiof the nominal argument, and, as we
know, yilge wan2jud— {[#5cZ' ‘one toy’ does not imply that there is an end pahan
event embedded in (22c). In addition, the contedtited meaning will specify the
constructional denotation to be an ACTIVITY. On ttentrary,yilchang3— 8} ‘a round,” as
in (22d), has an implicit temporal scale boundha eventive classifier. In our background
knowledge, a round of games will end in a limitipdrof time; that is, there is an end point of
the event as illustrated in (22d). Consequently, dbnstructional depiction ofJAN+NP-T]
provides an exact form-meaning mapping and shoessémantic features interacting with
the vague event the construction undertaken.

The second sub-construction oVAN+NP] is illustrated as in Figure 3 below. The
semantic role marked on the object-NPs is the merdgal Theme. That is, the construction
can be represented a@/AN+NP-IT]. In addition, even though the Incrementdieie is

probably created or made by people, it is sometiangame in which an agent must seek out

someone hidden from them and vice versa, as in(23b

(23) a.WAN2 bao4mi3hua5?é?\%{< & "WAN popcorm.:q-a=making] (@ durative process)
ACTIVITY [x makes popcorn (in a playful Marmg

b.WAN2 duoBmaolmaoﬁEf%‘g”ng”F[ ‘to play Hide and Seek’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays Hide and Seek]

Comparing these two examples in (23), the playf@nner is hidden in (23a) but

lexicalized in (23b), since the object-NP or speaify an eventive nominal argument in (23b)
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is a game ‘played’ by the agent. Furthermore, #e&ding of (23a) might be ambiguous,
because the object-NP could be a mass noun whigisidike a toy for the agent or an
episode (with a qualia role—[AGENTIVE=making]) thiétte agent makes popcorn (i.e. an
Incremental Theme) in this case. The ambiguitylwsags the problem to the constructional

interpretation, so we will elaborately explorernitsection 4.2.5.

Figure 3: Constructional Interpretation o\JAN+NP-IT]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP-IT

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgenthwBK; of the object-NP-I])
engaged in an Event [resulted in the creation oblject-NP-ITp] (in a
playful or nonprofessional Mann¢a beneficial sub-Evegi)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Incremental Themqe.ap],

(FE #j [Manner], FE #k [Event], FE #l [BK])

val | {#x [rel | 6 agt |#i |[rel | & incrementaltheme (#j/ |rel | & null|)}
DA - DA + #k/ DA -
of sub gf obj # of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n -

Ixm wan

Sometimes we don’t say what we play with butsag what means we play by; in Figure
4 below, the means is actually encoded by an obsexent of playing a game or playing with

something. That is, the means represents the vecelgario of the game.

(24) a.WAN2 shuanglda3rc<=~ ‘WAN doubles’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays (a game) by means of dowtjle

b.WAN2 di4fanglxing4=#+{% ‘WAN localism’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays (a game) by means of local]
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Figure 4: Constructional Interpretation oAN+NP-M]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP-M

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgefthvBK; of the object-NP-M) plays

(something by means of an object-NP+lyl([a beneficial sub-Evegl)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-M [Means], FE #] [Manner], (F& [Event], FE #| [BK])

val | {#x [rel | 6 agt |#i rel | & means | #/(#k/#l |rel | 6 null |)}
DA — DA + DA —
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm wan

The interpretations of (24a-b) (as shown above)razemprehensible by their syntactic
form, since the object-NPs are a means or a paheofule/BK bound in a game rather than a
game. Hence, the constructional interpretation lietéer reading for us. In other words, any
opague event can be decoded and then its unspesdmantic denotation would be coerced
into a proper sense by the frame WAN+-NP-M].

The last minor sub-construction is shown inulfgg5 below. Since the object-NP is a
locative goal, we may think whether or not the dpecity or place can be put in the slot of

object-NPs. It may not be colloquial, because weaalosay ‘to play “a proper noun™ in this

rrane13

case unless it is a game. For exampN2 Mei2chu2said<fii ™" ‘to play Meichu

games.’

(25) a.WAN2 hen3duoldi4fang®e il 2357 “WAN many places’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x tours around many places (in aplul Manner)]

b. WAN2 Tai2pei35€’F",:l“— ‘WAN Taipei’

c.Dal jie2yun4/Kail gonglche WAN2 TainQ%{QIFﬁJ?ﬁI%’F‘,:I“—
‘to tour around Taipei (in a playful Manner) by MRTS’

3 The sentence and (25c) are retrieved from Gotlggemost popular searching engine around the world.
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Figure 5. Constructional Interpretation d(MAN+tNP-G]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP-G

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Ageta)r around an object-NP:Gin a
playful or nonprofessional Mann¢a beneficial sub-Evegi)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-G [Gogal.oc)], (FE #] [Manner], FE #k [Event])

val |{#x |rel | 6 agt |#i |[rel | 6 goaliocy | (#f#k |rel | 6 null )}
DA — DA + DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n -
Ixm wan

In (25) as shown above, although only (25a) is piat#e and (25b) is not colloquial, we
may say something derived from (25b) like (25c)his case. To put it differently, in (25c¢) we
also say something more about how we tour arouadpecific city rather than just mention
to tour around the city. A possible reason to explehy (25b) is ungrammatical is just like
what we mentioned above: the background knowledge BK) should be acquired by the
agent and possessed in the object-NPs of the caetistrs pertaining t&AN Take Figures 2
through 4 for example, each construction all ingltigat the nominal arguments are possessed
with BK, such rules/BK of games or means of playgagnes as shown above in examples
(22-24), and the agent should be acquainted wéhules/BK before playing the games or the
toys. In contrast, people may do not know much abaipei, so they should say how to tour
around Taipei first, as in (25c) above.

After analyzing these four interesting sub-deltations interrelating with WAN+NP],
we would like to review the constructional diagram[WAN+NP] and re-depict it as in the
following Figure 6. Though the build-in BK of obfePs is one of the most distinguished
semantic features bound in the construction,poissessed by the object-NP-Theme (FE #i-T),
the object-NP-Incremental Theme (FE #i-1T), and ebgect-NP-Means (FE #i-M); hence, it

does not interact with the object-NP-Locative Gédt #i-G).
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Figure 6: Modified Constructional Interpretation GMAN+-NP]

WAN-+Direct Object-NP

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem

frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgemhvBK; of the object-NP) engaged

in an Event [[to playwith]irg), [resulted in the creation @ffy, [to play
(something)u by means oflug, or [to tour around}; an object-NR] (in a

playful or nonprofessional Mann¢a beneficial sub-Evegi)]
FE #x [Doer], FE #i-T [Themgq-r], FE #i-IT [Incremental Themgq.-ap], FE #i-M

[Means], FE #i-G [GoalLoc]], (FE #j [Manner], FE #k [Event], FE #-T/IT/M [BK

val | {#x |rel | 6 agt |#i |rel 6 [1 | #j#kl rel 6 null  |)}
DA - DA + #-T/IT/M DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-
Ixm wan

4.2.3 Constructional Interpretation of [WAN+R+NP]

According to the data shown above in (20) and (24¢ complement of the V-R
compound in WANFR+NP] isQI3 # ‘up’ (a directional RVE?*, and it is also taken as an
inceptive or an Achievement presenting the begimmihthe event undertaken, as in Figure 7
below. That is, the illustration of the frame candet as\WAN+QI+NP]. Besides, the eventive
nominal arguments are marked with the Incremerttahie, as in (26) below. On the contrary,
a physical object-NP bears the Theme, such exaagpkhown below in (27). Accordingly,
there seems to be a clear cut between these twansiencategories: the nonphysical episode

object-NPs bear Incremental Theme, while the playsibject-NP bears Theme.

(26) a.WAN2qi3 dadfenglchui=& v ‘WAN-RVC Big Wind Blow’
ACHIEVEMENT [x starts to play Big Wind Blow]

14 See Smith (1991:369~72) for detailed discussiomshiort, RVC is the acronym of the Resultative Verb
Complement.

33



b.WAN2qi3 zuolmilchang2 e &Lk 1~ ‘WAN-RVC Hide and Seek’
ACHIEVEMENT [x has started to play Hide aneeg]

(27) WAN2qi3 bang4qiuZr=EF25F ‘WAN-RVC baseball’
ACHIEVEMENT [x starts to play baseball]

Figure 7: Constructional Interpretation 0NAN+tR+NP]

WAN+R+Object-NP

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgeiithvBK; of the object-NP) starts (1)
[resulting in a Staig to play an object-NR) ([a beneficial sub-Evegi]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Inceptive],FE #i-T [Theme], FEIT [Incremental Theme],

FE #j [Manner], (FE #k [Event], FE #| [BK])

val | {#x | rel Qagt | #h | rel onull | # | rel 0 1] #il | rel onull | )}
DA— DA— DA + (#k/ DA-—
gf sub gf com of obj # of []
syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm wan

Since the V-R compound provides a starting {péon the event and then a durative
process, the whole embedded event can be takemasheevement that changes the situation
from a state to an activity. Moreover, the V-R camupd is salient in the construction, so the
playful or nonprofessional Manner is actually l&lized within the verbal predicaper se It
iIs reasonable. When we go back to Figure 4 and &éye, we would find that, in the
[WAN+NP-M] construction, the object-NP indicates theave of a game and the semantic
feature--Manner--is lexicalized wititVAN from which the Manner is originally retrieved.
Therefore, as shown in Figures 4 and 7, the fralement, Manner, just co-indexes with the

verbal predicateWAN

4.2.4 Setting the Frame: WAN Asa Frame-Evoking Verb
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According to the linguistic data and the interptieta of the WAN+NP] construction, the
significant behavior ofWAN (can be taken as a “super-lexical” morph&his quite different
from the behavior of other verbs, which only predécevents. As a frame-oriented vaAtAN
sets a frame for diverse events. In additM#\Nprovides a playful manner to cooperate with
following object-NPs for rendering the specific serof the encoded event. Therefore, it is
postulated thaWAN is a pro-verb®. For example, in the conversatiorNi3 hui4 DA3
giao2pai2ma? ff‘ﬁfiﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ% ? ‘Can you play Bridge?"Wo3 bu2hui4 WAN2Z5 - T;’jnBE
‘I cannot play Bridge,’ the latter obviously usé#Nto replaceDA, which also means ‘play’
and can be a collocation with card games, includajiang, poker, and Bridge. That is,
WAN substitutes foDA to collocate with these kinds of card games just & pro-verb, and
the event is undertaken in a playful or nonprofasai manner in the frame. TherefoY®AN
is different from other basic-level verbal predestvhich just determine the situation type.

On the base of frame semantics, Fillmore and Atkl®92: 76-7) indicate that ‘a word’s
meaning can be understand only with reference struectured background of experience,
beliefs, or practices, constituting a kind of cqgotcel prerequisite for understanding the
meaning.” Accordingly, the semantic frame set WAN may profile these ten semantic

components listed as follows:

I. Active process: the situation type of the evenieled is a dynamic process.

ii. Agent-control: the event must be controlled by v¥obétional agent and the background
knowledge can be acquired by the agent.

iii. Background knowledge (aka BK): the agent probablyspsses BK of the object-NP.

iv. Object-NP-Theme: a major variable possesses BKsihaitild be acquired by the agent
first, and it may encode the qualia role [FORMAL].

v. Object-NP-Incremental Theme: a minor variable psssg BK probably created by the
agent, and it may encode the qualia role [AGENTIVE]

vi. Object-NP-Means: another minor variable possesgearitl probably is one part of the

15 See Smith (1991:75~9) for detailed discussionugfe®-lexical Morphemes.
16 See footnote 1 for discussion of Pro-verbs.
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BK.
vii. Object-NP-Locative Goal: the other minor varialdenot necessarily possessing BK.
viii. Playful Manner: a semantic feature of the frameialsly derived from the verbal
predicate-WAN-is always kept in the semantic frame.
ix. Sub-Event: an implicit feature could be realizedhe interpretation of the frame.
X. Inceptive: a semantic feature rendered by RVC éslie provoke the opaque event.

As a frame-evoking verBVAN may take an object-NP which encodes a semanti¢ role
such as the major semantic role--Theme. In otherdsyothe object-NP-Themes are
potentially bound in\VAN+NP]. Moreover, in WAN+NP-T] WANmainly renders a playful or
non-professional manner, and object-NP-Themesreitsge withWAN to formulate diverse
events for the (WVANFNP-T] template. Eventually, by means of examinthg real events
encoded in theWAN+NP-T] construction, the proper readings of thestarction can be
naturally inferred. As for the last semantic comgatn the V-R compound encodes the

beginning of the event; that is, the Inceptive espnts the starting of an activity.

4.2.5 Qualia Sructure and Constructional | nterpretations

In section 2.3 above, the Qualia Structure (cf.t€Jassky 1995:76-7), specifying four
essential aspects of an object-NP’s meaning, isodaoted to distinguish the potential
ambiguity pertaining to the object-NP in thH&AN+NP] construction. Again, here are these

qualia listed as follows:

CONSTITUTIVE: the relation between an object arsdcibnstituent parts;
FORMAL.: that which distinguishes it within a larggomain;
TELIC: its purpose and function;

AGENTIVE: factors involved in its origin or “bringg it about.”

In this section, these qualia are applied to stiteeproblem pertaining to constructional
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ambiguity. TakingWAN2 chel5=Hi ‘to play with a car’ for example, the opaque aitita

encoded in theWWAN+NP] construction may be interpreted as shown &):(2

(28) Three interpretations ofWAN2 chelZ=Fi ‘to play with a car’] with Qualia
Representations:

a. [WAN2 chel5:Hi]=[WAN2 nadliang4 wan2judched=%[{f>= 2 Hi ‘to play with
that toy calil
Car [FORMAL=toy]:
ACTIVITY [to play with a toy]

b. [WAN2 chel5:Hi]=[WAN2 sai4che = Hi ‘to attend_car raciripy
Car [TELIC=racing]:
ACTIVITY [to attend car racing (in a non-professal Manner)]

c. [WAN2 chel5<Hi]= [WAN2 zu3zhuangl chelzibi- 4t i+~ ‘to assemble a car
Car [AGENTIVE=assembling]
ACTIVITY [to assemble a car (in a playful Manner)]

In (28a), the FORMAL role of ‘car’ is distinguishéxy its resemblance--a ‘toy.” In (28b),
the TELIC role of ‘car’ interrelates with purposedafunction of the car—a car ‘racing’
activity. In (28c), the AGENTIVE role of ‘car’ refe to the factor how the car is
produced—‘assembling.” Eventually, even though tmesional ambiguity of (28) initially
seems quite difficult to be distinguished, the apgh of Qualia Structure can provide distinct
interpretations in different roles to solve the e encoded in the opaque event of the

[WAN+NP] construction.

4.3 Summary

To exemplify the from-meaning mapping of the [V+NB®nstruction in Mandarin

Chinese, here we represent an example that thalvertdicate/ VANtakes a nominal object
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to form the frame:\VAN+NP]. According to the linguistic data as shownabm Table 1, the
senses of thaJANtNP] frame are so diverse that we cannot obtairmptbper meanings just
from the combinations of the verbal predicA#\N and bunches of nominal arguments
following the main verb. Adopting the constructibagproach, we decode the constructional
denotation pertaining to the vague event boundhen f'WAN+NP] construction. That is, a
proper reading of the frame is actually embeddedth@ construction rather than its
derivational parts.

In addition, since the object-NPs bear idiosyncrag@mantic roles in the construction,
we should decipher these semantic roles to spéledly certain semantic denotation in the
frame. Hence, in (8-11) we set four different kelated sub-frames to fulfill the polysemous
construction: WANtNP-T], [WANtNP-IT], [WAN+NP-M], and WANtNP-G:ioc]-
Moreover, for the data show the linguistic factttii@AN may take a complement to form a
V-R compound and then a nominal argument, we setother frame, WAN+tR+NP], to
interpret the senses of this kind of events un#élertaThe interpretation of the latter is quite
salient, because in the construction the V-R comgatoerces the event to change its state
into a durative process and renders a proper rgddirthe construction. Accordingly, maybe
WAN: s not a full fledged pro-verb in some cases, bitehaves like a pro-verb which is a
‘super-lexical’ morpheme and modulates the situatype of the event bound in the frame.

Furthermore, the semantic frames of the constmsti@mbed various semantic
components to specify the frame meanings of eanbtaact interrelating witihWAN In other
words, these semantic features are the meaning ammps for setting the frame and
rendering proper constructional denotations. Indbmantic frames, most semantic features
are realized as frame elements or FEs, and somansienfeatures are lexicalized within the
verbal predicate itself. The most distinctive megmomponents are active process, volitional
agent, playful or nonprofessional manner, and heiaéfsub-event. As to the other

components, they are semantic roles of object-MR2s,Theme, Incremental Theme, Means,
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and Locative Goal. Other bound semantic features B and Inceptive: the former is
interacting with the object-NPs except the objeBt-® and the latter is bond in RVC
showing the beginning of an activity or represeg@m achievement.

The whole picture of form-meaning mappings of tbastructions set bWAN and the
checklists of semantic features are illustrateffigure 8 below. It renders an overview of the
constructions withHVAN Lastly, there may be some ambiguity provoked H®sy ¢onstruction
itself, so we would utilize Qualia Structure to gwer the nominal argument and then render
a proper reading for the opaque event undertakensé&juently, the specific meaning of the

construction would be comprehensible.

Figure 8: Form-Meaning Mappings of Constructions WiAN

Form: WAN+NP]

Meaning: an active process=[x (volitional-AgentmiK; of the object-NP) engaged ir
an Event [[to play with]irg), [resulted in the creation @ffg, [to play
(something)y by means ofly, or [to tour aroundk an object-NR)] (in a
playful or nonprofessional Mannga beneficial sub-Eveg)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-T [Themgq.r)], FE #i-IT [Incremental Themgq.apl, FE #i-M

[Means], FE #i-G [Goaloc]], (FE #j [Manner], FE #k [Event], FE #-T/IT/M [BK

sub-frames/variables FE #x FE #-T FE #i-IT | FE#i-M | FE#-G | FE#] | FE #k | FE #
[WAN+NP-T] v \ v \% v
[WAN+NP-IT] v - \ - - Y \% v
[WAN-NP-M] v - v - v v v
[WANENP-Gio¢] \% - v \% v

Form: WAN+R+NP]

Meaning: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent wBK; of the object-Np) startg (I)

[resulting in a Statg to play an object-NR) ([a beneficial sub-Eveii]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Inceptive],FE #i-T [Theme], BIT [Incremental Theme],

FE #j [Manner], (FE #k [Event], FE #| [BK])

sub-frames/variables FE #x FE #h FE #i-1T FE #i-T FE #j FE #k FE 4
WAN-R+NP-IT v v v - v v v
WAN+-R+NP-T v % - v v % v
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CHAPTER FIVE

ANALYSIS OF NONG §I +NP

5.1 Initial Observations of NONG

The very beginning discoveries of the linguistitadaf NONG such as its grammatical
usage and major related constructions, are showseation 5.1.1. On that account, the
associated patterns wihONG and the semantic roles of the object-NPs will égresented

in sections 5.1.2 and 5.1.3, respectively.

5.1.1 Constructionswith NONG in the Sinica Cor pus

The linguistic data ofNONG E‘[ retrieved from the Sinica Corpus, include two
grammatical uses: One is a transitive verbal pegdigvhich immediately takes an object-NP
or takes a complement (i.e. RVC) to form a Verb-@tament (V-R) compound, and the other
a nominal use. As Table 2 shows below, various tcocisons can be rendered BYONG
Namely, on one hand, it prominently takes an obj#etto feature the constructional
template--NONG+NP] where NONG is immediately followed by a constituent NP. For
example,NONG4 xi1fan4§l 8 ‘to cook rice soup’ andNONG4 qian2§l% ‘to make
money.” On the other handJONG may take RVC to form Verb-Complement compounds
(henceforth V-R compounds) and then the compoukesta constituent NP to fashion the
other constructional templateNQDNG+R+NP], as inmeng3dong3-de hai2zi NONG4 bu4
ginglchu3 zhe4xie1%'ﬂﬂg,ﬁfﬁ'a}i'§l j(%}-*@_ﬁﬁf ‘naive kids cannot get through with these
(affairs) and NONG4 qinglchu3 talmen zhiljianl-DE guanli‘}]i%;\t;f*’jfﬁﬁ;l/Féﬂﬁ[f}rﬁg[},?

‘to get through with their relationship.’ As fordalother constructions witiONG such as the
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object-NP (followingNONG or following the V-R compound), which may be topized

with/without BA #*1 expression, and some idiomatic useN@ING which are fossilized in

certain contexts (such examples as shown in Tgblia@y are not the rubric of the thesis. In

the following sections of this chapter, we will diy explore idiosyncratic properties and

correspondent features bound in forms and meargrgsplified in the major constructions

of NONG [NONG+NP] and NONG+R+NP]. For we can just put limited examples in[&ah

many other examples pertainingN@NGare exhibited in Appendix B.

Table 2: Constructions wittNONG

Examples of INONG+NP] Form Meaning

NONG4 xi2fan4 7| 8 ‘to cook rice soup’
NONG4 sauce %[ sauce ‘to make sauce’
NONG4 gian2 7| &2 ‘to make money’
NONG4 yilge dan4 jj'l — i ‘to cook one egg’
NONG4 na4ge xilfan4 § H[ {7 ‘to cook that rice soup’
NONG4 ma3tong3 ?.[ FuAf] ‘to get toilets repaired’
NONG4 se2 5] i ‘to play with snakes’
NONG4 ba3 giangl 5} oIrE ‘to get a gun’

NONG4 ge xiao3canlpan2

7 (] B4R

‘to get a small serving plate’

NONG4-le yilpan2DE lian2wu4

3 - B

‘have served a plate of bell fruit’

NONG4 xiel gian2 lai2 3] EER ‘to make some money and get them bfck
to here’

NONG4 xiel jiu3cai4 shang4lai2 E‘-l BTN ‘to cook some dishes and serve them
with some wine up to here’

NONG4 xiel chilDE lai2 ?.I Lz ps ‘to cook something edible and serye

them up to here’

NONG4 jiao3zi yao4gei3 er2zi

‘to cook dumplings and serve them for

chil the son to eat’

NONG4 fan4 gei3 tal chil = B P ‘to cook rice and serve it for him to eat
NONG4 xiel nan2ren2 hui2lai2 % £p) * [f" ‘to get back some men’

NONG4 tal bu2 xiadlai2 SIS ‘cannot get him down’

NONG4 ji3xiangl ke3le4 lai2

‘to get back a few cases of cola’

NONG4 juan3 dai4zi lai2

‘to get back a video tape to take a looK
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giao2qiao2

NONG4 dian3 she2mo zuo4
huo3cai2

3 B 5

‘to get bits of something to mak
matchsticks’

e

Xiao3dui4 ludying2 ni3men yao4 ‘| [£ &} 4 [ &

‘The small squad camping—how woul

=

ze3me NONG4 ’E@I you like to manage?’
Examples of[NONG+R+NP] Form Meaning

NONG4 bu4qinglchu3 zhe4xiel % T ‘Z%/fz'i»_iﬁﬁf

‘cannot get through with these’

NONG4 budgingl talmen-de | & ¥ (e

‘cannot get through with their habits’

xi2xing4

NONG4 ginglchu3 talmen F MMV to get through with their relationship
zhiljianl-de guanixil i [

NONG4 shou2-le malmal ?.I FCSCIEIS T AR | ‘have got through with the words mom

‘xiang3tingl’-de hua4

“likes to listen to™

NONG4 ginglchu3 tal jiudjingd = #2219 A fLEL

‘to get through with what hell it is’

shi4 she2me e

Mei2 NONG4 ginglchu3 i?ﬁl THEEPpES ‘didn’t get through with the situation fo
zhuang4kuang4 jiu4 da4si4 &= ek be sharply scolding’

kailpao4

Mu4biao NONG4 ginglchu3 f [TE%E‘I 1HiE ‘the target that is to get through with’

BAS3 zi4ji3-de chang2duan3chu4 {°1 1 [EIU:%%@E“Z%

‘to make one’s own merits and defects

NONG4 ginglchu3 NP be figured out’

Examples of Idioms Form Meaning
Wu3ya2nong4zhua3 L ‘wildly showing off’
Shi2hualnong4cao3 [ 77 E ‘planting flowers and grasses’

5.1.2 Associated Patterns of [NONG+NP] and the Semantic Roles of the

Object-NPs

According to Table 2 above, INDNG+NP] the immediate constituent NP following

NONG can be interpreted as two kinds of direct objexsying two different semantic

roles--Incremental Theme and Theme, and it may t@ke a separable complement or RVC

of Verb-Complement compounds to specify a sub-evgahce, there would be four patterns

or sub-constructions correlating wWittNQNG+NP] as shown in the following examples
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(29-32). As examples (29) through (32) illustratezlow, these four idiosyncratic patterns,
[NONG+NP-Incremental Theme]NONG+NP-Theme], NONG+NP-Incremental Theme+C],
and NONGtNP-Theme+C] (henceforth represented BONG-NP-IT], [NONG+NP-T],
[NONGHNP-IT+C], and NONG+-NP-T+C], respectively), take various object-NPsq @heir
semantic interpretations are not just the comhbmmatif the meanings retrieved fra?ONG
the object-NPs, and the complement. In other wadittsse sub-constructions would specify
new constructional senses for each construct of gbb-constructions pertaining to

[NONG+NP].

(29) NONG+NP-ITJ:

NONG4 xi2fan4 | BN ‘to cook rice soup’

NONG4 sauce E‘-[ sauce ‘to make sauce’

NONG4 gian2 5‘-[ =2 ‘to make money’

NONG4 yilge dan4 5‘[ - i ‘to cook one egg’

NONG4-le yilpan2-de lian2wud=| "~ i} ‘have served a plate of bell fruit’

(30) NONG+NP-T];

NONG4 ma3tong3 N R ‘to get toilets repaired’
NONG4 se2 7| i ‘to play with snakes’

(31) NONGHNP-IT+CJ:

NONG4 xiel gian2 lai2 E‘-l R ‘to make some money and get them back to hefre’

NONG4 xiel jiu3cai4 FE90E  'to cook some dishes and serve them with spme

_i':L

shang4lai2 win up to here’
NONG4 xiel chilDE lai2 ?.I Ezpod ‘to cook something edible and serve them ug to

here’

(32) NONG+NP-T+CJ:

NONG4 xiel nan2ren2 hui2lai2 F P i ‘to get back some men’

NONG4 tal bu2 xia4lai2 SisAS ‘cannot get him down’
NONG4 ji3xiangl ke3le4 lai2 jj'l TR S ‘to get back a few cases of colg’

43



According to examples (29-32), the meaningsaaiite diverse and hidden in the events
interrelating to the constructions themselves, sasshNONG+NP-T]. In addition, since
NONG fails to specify the episode information pertagnito an activity undertaken, an
object-NP, bearing Incremental Theme and Themeyiges the semantic information for
licensing a specific event packaged MONG+NP-IT], [NONG+NP-T], NONG+-NP-IT+C],
and NONG+NP-T+C], respectively. As shown above in (29) &B@d), diverse semantic types
of object-NP-IT and object-NP-T, correlating wilONG indicate various opaque events
bound in NONG+NP-IT] and NONG+NP-T]. For example, the activity taken place in
NONG4 saucer:fl sauce ‘to make sauce’ is different from thaN@ONG4 sez%l ik ‘to play
with snakes,” as in (29) and (30). The opaque ewsdoded in the former cannot be
immediately retrieved from the individual lexicétins, and the unspecified activity bound in
the later is not salient, either. In order to fertilecode the diverse underspecified meanings,
the constructional interpretations diQNGNP-IT], [NONG+NP-T], [NONG+NP-IT+C],

and NONG+NP-T+C] therefore will be elaborately exploredsection 5.2.2.

5.1.3 Associated Patterns of [NONG+R+NP] and the Semantic Role of the
Object-NPs

In [NONG+R+NP], the semantic role of the object-NP follogiithe NONG-R
compound should be Theme, as in (33) below, antetrelates with the V-R compound to
render the correlated parallel pattemMONG+R+NP-Theme] (hencefortNONG+R+NP-T]),
to [NONG+R+NP]. The examples oNONG+R+NP-T] are listed in (33). Besides, comparing
with the diverse opaque events wrapped in tNONG-NP] construction, the semantic
information provided by the V-R compound is relatywsalient; namely, the accomplishment
specified by NONG+R+NP-T] is transparent. For example, the meanirig NONG

bu4qinglchu3 zhe4xie:c°l T ‘Z%}—*\?E;iﬁﬁf ‘cannot get through with these’ is plain and
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perceptible. Later in section 5.2.3, we will dissuthe constructional interpretation of

[NONGHR+NP-T].

(33) [NONG+R+NP-T]:

NONG bu4ginglchu3 zhe4xiel ?l T %}éﬁﬁf ‘cannot get through with these’

NONG bu4 gingl talmen DE xi1xing4?~l T ‘Z%ﬂ»'fr'ﬁﬁffgf? ‘cannot get through with the|r
[E3 habits’

NONG qginglchu3 talmen zhiljianl = iFEMMV[E ‘to  get through with thei

DE guanixi EIUF%,%J [ relationship’

NONG shou2LE malmal ‘xiang3ting1# &+ 4/E "fl  ‘have got through with the words

DE hua4 & El@ﬁéﬁ mom “likes to listen to™

5.2 Constructional Analyses of [NONG+NP] and [NONG+R+NP]

Just as we put in Chapter 4, the meaning of eadstaet of such construction as
[WAN-NP] is not the combination of the meanings dravemfithe transitive predicate and its
following constituent NP. Rather, each lexical itésnactually licensed by [¥NP], such
template asNONG+HNP] in this chapter, and then the specified serainterpretation is
rendered by the construction, as in section 5.2.1.

To interpret the unspecified events bound NONG+HNP] and NONG+R+NP], the
constructional interpretation would be elaboratelgpicted by the modified diagram
following Fried and Ostamn (2004). In particulamuf sub-constructions are interpretably
constructional polysemy oNONGHNP]. Thus, each of them would be demonstrated by a
proper semantic frame, as in section 5.2.2. Medewla constructional interpretation of
[NONGHR+NP] is also set by a certain diagram, as in sech.2.3. Eventually, we can
postulate a frame witNONGto argue thaNONGis a frame-evoking verb in section 5.2.4.
As for the potential ambiguity exemplified by somenstructs of NONG+NP], we would

recruit Qualia Structure to distinguish these swviggnterpretations in section 5.2.5.
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5.2.1 Constructional Interpretation of [NONG+NP]

Following Fried and Ostman (2004), a feasible digicof [NONG+NP] is illustrated in

Figure 9 below.

Figure 9: Constructional Interpretation dNPONG+NP]

NONG+Direct Object NP

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agedfjes something (in an informgl
Manneg) [associated with an object-I§P(resulting in a Stajgmeasured by
the object-NR)]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i{:qpl, (FE #j [], FE #k [Manner])

val | {#x |rel | 6 agt #ojrel | 6 [] #jl #k |rel | 6 null )}
DA — DA + DA -
gf sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n -
Ixm nong

As the diagram shows, in the syntactic domain,tthesitive verbNONG is a lexical
item and takes a direct object-NP in an active &oio fulfill the maximum valence
requirement of the construction. In the second blo&,frame elements (i.e. FEs) of an event
rendered byNJONG+NP] are a volitional agent (x), a variable #i (vlze semantic role), and
the other implicit variable #|. The variable #isgecified by the object-NP, and the variable #
represents an implied state determined by the tbjBctoo. Videlicet, a certain interpretation
of the construction would result in an implied stathich is specified by the object-NP. In
view of the consequence that there are so mangsustructions pertaining ttNONG+NP],
we provide fine-grained semantic interpretations ttee constructional polysemy of

[NONG+NP] as in section 5.2.2.
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5.2.2 Constructional Polysemy of [NONG+NP]

In [NONGHNP], four sub-constructions are represented with gemantic roles of the
object-NP--Incremental Theme and Theme, VIRIONG+NP-IT], and NONG+NP-T], and
then, following the object-NP, with the split corapient of the Verb-Complement compound
attached-fNONG+NP-IT+C], and NONG+NP-T+C]. For that reason, they can be
distinguished by four different constructional imteetations.

In Figure 10 below, the constructional interpretatiof [NONG+NP-IT] would be
specified in case that the FE #i is an “Artifacshich bears an NP-Incremental Theme. For
example, (34) (below) illustrates the constructlomgerpretations of the constructs of
[NONGHNP-IT]. As to the implied state parenthesized witle FE #j, it would keep in a
durative activity:’ as in (34a), for the object-NP is a mass t&rmithout any determiners. In
contrast, it may stop at an end point, as in (3dibge the object-NP is taking a determiner or,

specifically, a Mandarin quantifier/classifier.

(34) a.NONG4 xilfan4§[ 8 ‘'NONG rice-Soup.q-a=cooking] (& durative process)
ACTIVITY [x cooks rice-soup (in an informal &hner)]

b.NONG4 yilge danzﬁl — {B' 5 ‘NONG one CL eggq-a=cooking] (@ telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x cooked one egg (in an infal Manner)]

7 According to the following neat explanation (byrieyl) adopted from Dowty (1991: 567~571) that “bar
plurals and mass-term arguments can make a sentgtica telic predicate behave as if it were ‘divwgtor
‘imperfective’ in aspect,” we can use it to distingh which object-NP should take either a telicdizate or
an atelic aspect. However, in contrast with (348, nominal arguments with classifiers in (22c) §&2d) of
section 4.2.2 (pp.28-9) have idiosyncratic impiimas thatyilge wan2ju4— (55" ‘one toy' does not
render a telic reading byilchang3 you2xi4- 35 ‘a round of games’ does imply an end point in the
event. The fine-grained denotations of (22c-d) prevoked by the context-induced meaning and the
embedded background knowledge of the nominal argtsne

8 Also see Smith (1991:48) for discussion that maagstellations change situation type accordinghtirt
argument NPs. That is, an uncountable NP argumant infer that they are Activities. In contrast,
Accomplishments may include countable NP arguments.
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Figure 10: Constructional Interpretation dNDNG+NP-IT]

NONG+Direct Object NP-IT

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agedfjes something (in an informgl
Manneg) [to obtain an object-NP-|j, (resulting in a Stajgfmeasured by th
object-NP-IT])]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Artifac§.q-a)], (FE #j [ ], FE #k [Manner])

11%

val | {#x |rel | 6 agt |# |rel | 6 incremental theme (#/ |rel | & null|)}
DA - DA + #k DA -
of sub gf obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm nong

The interpretation of the opaque event encode@4a)(is obviously durative, and, since
the object-NP-IT is a bare noun, it coerces thestrant into behaving as an activity with
imperfective or atelic aspect in this case. In csttwith (34a), the telic event pertaining to
(34b) will be accomplished when “one egg” is dobecause the object-NP-IT of the
construction is exemplified by a definite quantity eggs. To distinguish the vague
denotations of the nominal argument by the qualle+~[AGENTIVE], we can easily read
the meanings of the object-NP-ITs, so we couldleadkwn the potential ambiguity activated
by the constructioper se.

The second sub-construction is depicted as Figdrebdlow. The interpretation is
different from that of the first sub-constructigiNONG+NP-IT]. The key point is that the
object-NP-T is already there in our world but th®eat-NP-IT is a creature of the event. In
other words, the object-NP-IT does not exist unless created by the agent hidden behind
the obscure event covered bMQNGHNP-IT]. Rather than making an object-NP-IT, the
interpretation of the opaque event bound MONGHNP-T] is to associate with the
object-NP-T. Example (35) (below) demonstrates theerpretations of the specified

constructs.
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Figure 11: Constructional Interpretation dNODNG+NP-T]

NONG+Direct Object NP-T

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agedfjes something (in an informgl
Manneg] [with an object-NP-F; (resulting in a Stafe[measured by th
object-NP-T;])1]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i [Thing.q-m)], (FE # [ ], FE #k [Manner])

1%

val | {#x |rel | O agt #i (rel | O theme| (#/#k |rel | 6 null |)}
DA - DA + DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n -
Ixm nong

(35) a.NONG4 se2§[ e ‘NONG snake’ (a durative process)
ACTIVITY [x plays with snakes]

b.NONG4 ma3tong§[ Fof] ‘NONG toiletq-T=repairing]j (& durative process)
ACTIVITY [x gets toilets repaired (in an imfmal Manner)]

In (35a) and (35b), the obscure events, taking Inemens--snakes and toilets, are a
durative process, since there is not any quantdireclassifier blocked between the verb
NONG and the NP-constituent. In other words, the cl@sswould coerce a continuous
activity into an accomplishment in this case. Besjd35a) can be taken as an example that
overlaps with WAN+NP], because its interpretation is identical wiftat of WAN2 se25:[ri&

‘to play with snakes.” Furthermore, as a quali@y¢TELIC] is used to help acquire a proper
reading of the nominal argument in (35b).

To explore the constructions bearing complemenesweuld check the data as shown
above in (31) and (32). According to the data, rest significant verb complement or RVC
(combined with NONG to render a Verb-Complement Compound) exemplifiedthe

constructions NONG+NP-IT+C] and NONGNP-T+C] is LAl % ‘come.” Namely, the
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constructional interpretations depicted in Figut@sand 13 below include a resultative state
which is salient in contrast with those illustrated Figures 10 and 11 (above) with the
unspecified FE#j, an under-specified state. In ipadr, the other unclear variable--the
sub-event (i.e. a beneficial event)--implied by dmenplement following the object-NP, as in
Figures 12 and 13, is also bound into the spemifierpretation of the templates. That is, the
FE #j and the parenthesized FE #k are interrelaiddthese constructions, as in Figures 12
and 13. Consequently, the constructional interpiceta of [NONGHNP-IT+C] and
[NONGH+NP-T+C] are unique contrasts to those MONG+NP-IT] and NONG+NP-T] that

lack RVC following the object-NP to intuitionallyr@file an indistinct sub-event.

Figure 12: Constructional Interpretation dNODNG+NP-IT+C]

NONG+Direct Object NP-IT+Complement

syn | cat v, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent) dossmething (in an informg
Manneg) [to obtain an object-NP-|Tresulting in a Stajg (RVC) ([a
beneficial sub-Evenp)]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i [Artifagt.o-a)], FE #j [Result], (FE #k[Manner], FE #| [Benefit])
val | {#x | rel Oagt | #i | rel 0 # | rel onull | (#k/ | rel onull |)}
DA - incremen- DA - # DA -
of sub tal theme gf com of []
DA+
of obj
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n-
Ixm nong

(36) a.NONG4 xiel chilDE Iaiz%[ Epapyds
‘NONG some ediblgg-a=cooking RVC™ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x cooks something edible aselves them up to here (in an
informal Manner)]

9 Adopting from Smith (1991: 353), RVC is the acromgf the ‘resultative verb complement.’
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b. NONG4 xiel gian2 Iai2§‘[ R
‘NONG some mongyq-a=making] RVC’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x makes money and gets theatckto here (in an informal
Manner)]

The beneficial sub-event in (36a-b) above isfilgd by the RVC following the
object-NP, for the sub-event is an implication etexbin the construction and it is not so
transparent that we cannot immediately retrieve #®mantic information from the
constituents of the example. Actually, in these tases, the identical telic process shows the
iconicity of Mandarin that the order of the evesit®uld follow our spatio-temporal cognition
in the real world; namely, we should cook somethedgple first and then serve them up to
here for people. However, the irrealis verbal egpi@n encodes the second eveet se or
let's put it this way that the second event is mealized yet until the first event is
accomplished in the future. Besides, the qualia fof the object-NP-Incremental Theme is
[AGENTIVE], so the denotation of the constructiendistinguished.

Figure 13 (below) illustrates a small numbefeaitures distinguished from that of Figure
12 above. First, the object-NP bears Theme as dtaastic role in Figure 13 while
Incremental Theme Figure 12. Accordingly, secom@, $emantic interpretation &fONG
means ‘to do something with’ in the template, abkigure 13, for, with RVC, the construction

coerces the agent to do something with the objé&cahd benefit from it.

(37) a.NONG4 ji3xiangl ke3le4d Iaig[ %‘ﬁff{ﬁ s
‘NONG few CL colg.q-r=drinking] RVC’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x gets back a few cases ofacfin an informal Manner for
someone to drink)]

b. NONG4 xiel nan2ren?2 hui2lai2“[ =) - [pires
‘NONG few man:q-t=having fun) RVC’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x gets back some men (in an mfal Manner for someone to
have fun)]
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c.NONG4 tal bu2 xiadlaiz? (47 12 ‘NONG he NEG RVC'’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x cannot get him down (in ananial Manner for sakes)]

d. bu4neng2 BA3 tal NONG4 xia4IaF$FjZ#lf*3§‘[ s ‘cannot get him down’

Figure 13: Constructional Interpretation dNODNG+NP-T+C]

NONG+Direct Object NP-T+Complement

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent) dossmething (in an informg
Manneg) [with an object-NP-Tresulting in a Stajg (RVC) ([a beneficia
sub-Even{])]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i [Thing.q-m)], FE #j [Result], (FE #k [Manner], FE #| [Event])

val | {#x | rel Oagt | #i | rel Otheme | #j | rel onull | (#k/ | rel 6 null )}
DA - DA + DA- | #l DA -
of sub of obj of com of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n-
Ixm nong

The object-NP in (37a) above seems availahlghfe agent, for it bears an NP-Theme
but an NP-Incremental Theme which should be madpdmple. In addition, with the qualia
role—[TELIC], we would not be confused with theamnpretations of the construction, even
though there is a male animate nominal argumentedadd with Theme, as in (37b). As for
(37c¢), it is a unique example. First of all, sonigeat-NPs, such examples as in (37a-b) above,
are almost the things, but in (37c) the man is agmal example for the semantic frame;
namely, the FE #i is represented by a definite greia (37c). Second, a more fine-grained
template for (37c) may be the pivotal constructioat the pronoun bearing the “accusative”
case given by the first transitive predicaMONG is also the subject of the following
predicate:LAl ¥+ ‘come.’ Third, (37c) can be paraphrased as (3fd) belongs to th8A
construction. Here the man is topicalized byB#econstruction, in which the definite person

is the direct object oBA #*I. Finally, comparing (37c) with (37d), we may expoan

%0 See Chao (1968: 325~350), Li and Thompson (1984~622), and Chu and Chi (1999: 35~50) for detailed
discussion of the pivotal construction.
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interesting finding that (37d) or the BA constroctimay be derived from (37c). In other
words, (37c) could be an overlap between the BAstantion and the prototypical verbal
expression oNONG as in (37a-b).

To interpret the constructional meanings ofggbl/semy derived fromNONG+NP], the
original diagram of INONG+NP], as in Figure 9 above, should be modified apre 14

below and the semantic frame of the semi-filledgratwould be refined.

Figure 14: Modified Constructional Interpretation diODNG+NP]

NONG+Direct Object NP(+Complement)

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent) dossmething (in an informg
Manneg) [[to obtain].r or [with]i.r an object-NP (resulting in a Sajg (RVC)
[measured by the object-)R[a beneficial sub-Eveptyci]))]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Artifac§.q-ap], FE #-T [Thingpq-m], FE# [ 1,

(FE #j-RVC [Result], (FE #k [Manner], FE #l [Evept]

val | {#x | rel Gagt | #i | rel OI1 | # | rel 6 null (#k/ | rel onull | )N}
DA - DA + DA - # DA -
of sub of obj gf-rvc com of []
of [
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n-
Ixm nong

In Figure 14 above, the separable complememt @RVC) of Verb-Complement
compounds is taken as a variable, since, accotditige data, as in (29-32), it is a trigger of
the resultative state when it exhibits in the cibmsht following the object-NP. Moreover, the
separable complement would also imply that theransther hidden beneficial sub-event

taken place after the resultative state accomplishe

5.2.3 Constructional Interpretation of [NONG+R+NP]

As the data shown above in (33), the most sigmticamplement of the V-R Compound
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in [NONG+R+NP] is QINGCHU & 3£ ‘clarify.” Namely, the representation of the

construction can be paraphrased M®ONGFQINGCHU+NP]. Besides, the semantic role of
the object-NP is not only a Theme, but also is mgsjral; hence, the construction can be
realized asNJONG+R+NP-T]. On those grounds, the V-R compound takes the function

of the original verb as depicted in Figure 15 belsw the situation type changes into the
resultative state composed in the construction ibéog relatively salient. However, the

sub-event implicated by the construction is somebkbtlivopaque, even though the object-NP

Is expanded into a predicate, as in (38) below.

Figure 15: Constructional Interpretation dNODNG+R+NP-T]

NONG+R+NP-T

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent) gdteough with an object-NP:Tin
an informal Manng) to achieve the mental Stat¢éRVC) ([a beneficia
sub-Event)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Result], FE #i [NonphysicalFE #j [Event], FE #k [Manner])

val | {#x | rel Oagt | #h | rel onull | # | rel © theme | (#j/ | rel null |)}
DA - DA - DA + #k DA -
of sub of com of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm nong

(38) a.NONG bu4 gingl talmen-de xilxin@ﬂ\ g fﬁﬂpfj?f?'[\gk
‘NONG-NEG-RVC they-GEN habits’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x cannot get through with their htgb(in an informal Manner
for better understanding them)]

b. NONG4 shou2LE malmal ‘xiang3tingl’-de hué‘lél?j&?’iz%ﬁ% i E@ﬁ—ﬁ
‘NONG-RVC-ASP mother “want listen” GEN wor(# telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x has got through with the mls mom ‘likes to listen to’ (in

an informal Manner for better understanding her)]
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c. "NONG shou?2 fanﬁ“l 5y “*to familiarize rice’
(but BA3 fan4 NONG4shou§°Fl'§}§§[ 5 ‘to make rice be done’is OK)

d. "NONG ginglchug3 yiltiao2 gou‘?l 1B AL~ T'Q@Fp “*to clarify a dog’

From (38a) to (38b) are examples to illusttaeetemplate of Figure 15 above. In (38b),
shou2 & ‘be familiar with’ can be seen as a paraphras®@IbfGCHU &2% ‘clarify,” so the
specific interpretations of the V-R compound dING+R+NP-T] are not diverse.
Notwithstanding the semantic interpretation of dwemstruction is very similar, the implicit
sub-event undertaken by the semantic frame sttiag¢o be explored by the whole template
itself. On that account, we may interpret the ircgaion bound in the indistinct sub-event as a
beneficial event just like those encoded in thatesl sub-constructions dIODNG+NP].

Since the requisition of the mappings betwdsn compositionality and the semantic
frame of the construction is not necessarily onerie, the interpretation oONONGHR+NP-T]
changes its situation into a resultative state edoky the V-R compound rather than a
durative activity provoked by the construction its&herefore, the object-NP of (38c), ‘rice,’
is a physical stuff and is taken as a typical abié®e bearing Incremental Theme, so it is not
colloquial here but will be a grammatical expreasmthin the BA construction. In addition,
the object-NP of (38d)—a dog—is obviously an angnathimal or a typical Theme, it is
ungrammatical. In consequence, the object-NP, alg the V-R compound, being a

physical stuff, is ruled out, unless it is a norgbgl stuff bearing Theme in the template.

5.2.4 Settingthe Frame: NONG As a Frame-Evoking Verb

The same lexical status that M&Nmay be not a full fledge pro-verb in some casds bu
it behaves like a pro-verb in the last chapterridartaken byNONG here. For example, in

these two sentencesli3 zhilbu4zhildao4 ze3me tiao2 jiang4|iaﬁ4¢[l7\?[liﬁ,‘5mﬁ%ﬁ%§
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Fl 7 ‘Do you know how to mix sauceWo3 bu4zhidao4 ze3me NONG#4 T+ {&E_{‘EHF@‘I

‘I don't know how to make it,” it is obvious thadONG §°I ‘do/make’ replaces the former
verbal predicatdiao2 Fgﬁ ‘mix’ in this case. Hence, the function BfONG is also like a
pro-verb. As for the different parts, they are s@mantic features foNONG to set its
semantic frame. The semantic frame seN@NG may profile the following seven semantic

features:

I. Active process: an event undertaken in the framg b®atelic or durativeout must be
dynamic.
ii. Agent-control: the volitional agent can control theent.
iii. Informal Manner: a semantic feature is retrievearfithe verbal predicatdONG
iv. Object-NP-Incremental Theme: the object-NP may bi@arsemantic role and encode the
qualia role [AGENTIVE].
v. Object-NP-Theme: the other semantic role may bextdoni the object-NP and encode the
qualia role [TELIC].
vi. Resultative state: an unspecified state is exldbitethe frame or a distinct resultative
state may be activated by RVC.
vii. Beneficial sub-event: another unilluminated compunis marked by the frame and
introduced by the representation of RVC.

A vague event carried bMONG should be active and under the agent’s contra@nev
though the process is either telic or durativeaddition, the object-NP followinlONG may
be equipped with Incremental Theme or Theme whrehtgpical semantic roles bond in an
object-NP, and, in particular, their qualia rolesde distinguished by [AGENTIVE] and
[TELIC], respectively. As for the last two could-bentransparent features, the
accomplishment depends on if there is a complem#anth may change the situation type
into the state that is comprehensible or easilyeustdod, and the beneficial sub-event needs
an obvious predicate to clarify the enigmatic subr pertaining to the template set by
NONG Consequently, all of the components interrelatéith NONG are semantic pebbles

used to construct the meaning of the templateddwahot be synthesized by its separate parts.
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5.2.5 Qualia Sructure and Constructional I nterpretations

There may be potential ambiguity evoked by the &amhich is set by a frame-evoking
verb, because a number of features are potentmadrstgc information to be equipped with
each other and then to specify an intelligible niegufior the frame. For that reason, Qualia
Structure, again, is applied to discern the ambygarried by the frame as illustrated in (39)

below:

(39) Two possible interpretations dQNG4 yilwan3 chaoBfani%‘V ﬁ:’%’ﬁﬁ}i ‘to cook a
bowl of fried rice’] with Qualia representation:

a. [NONG4 yilwan3 chaoSfan&‘l - ﬁfj}é&lz[chaOS yilwan3 fan4}— ﬁ:’fj}ﬁ}i ‘to
fry a bowl of fried ricg
Fried rice [AGENTIVE=to fry]
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x fried a bowl of fried rice]

b. [NONG4 yilwan3 chaosfan&‘[ = @’%’J}é}ﬂ:[chenz yilwan3 chao3fani; - ﬁ:‘%’ﬁﬁ}i
‘to serve_a bowl of fried ricg
Fried rice [TELIC=to serve]
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x served a bowl of fried rice]

In (39a) the AGENTIVE role of fried rice (théject-NP) is “to fry;” on the other hand,
in (39b) the TELIC role of fried rice, which is ady done, is “to serve.” Moreover, since the
Qualia roles are differential, the semantic roléhaf object-NP is set apart into two roles, viz.,
Incremental Theme for (39a) and Theme for (39b)coadingly, the ambiguity is no more
there, and the distinctive meanings BIQNG4 yilwan3 chaoBfan&‘l - ﬁ%jﬁ}i] are easily

understood.
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5.3 Summary

In this chapter, the main verb or the transitivedicate, NONG takes an object-NP to
form [NONG+NP], and it combines with complements to form & ¥ompound-{NONG+R],
which takes an object-NP to construct the templ@&ONG+-R+NP]. Since the events
contained in the former are dim, the meanings efdtyptic events are not just the semantic
combination of constituents bound in the frame. i&s the resultative state of
[NONG+R+NP] is quite clear, because it is provoked lyNIONGR compound. Thus, the
constructional interpretations of the frames maylez the genuine meanings for the opaque
events undertaken. On that ground, four sub-coctstns taking two semantic roles of
object-NPs, Incremental Theme (IT) and Theme (gl @ split complement (RVC) following
the object-NP are interpreted as constructional yggshy of NONGHNP], viz.,
[NONGHNP-IT], [NONG+NP-T], [NONG+NP-IT+C], and NONG+NP-T+C]. In addition,
the semantic role of the object-NP following theR\veompound is Theme; for such reason,
[NONG+tR+NP] is represented asNQNG+R+NP-T]. Accordingly, the complete
form-meaning mappings of the semi-productive carcstons withNONG are demonstrated
as Figure 16 below.

In Figure 16, a bunch of features of the megsiare components for setting the frames
thatNONGcan be taken as a frame-evoking verb. That isyeaptocess, volitional Agent (or
agent-control), informal Manner, object-NP-Incretan Theme, object-NP-Theme,
resultative state, and beneficial sub-event arsetltlistinctive semantic features pertaining to
NONG Finally, once there is any puzzling ambiguity rppied by the frame, we would
appeal to Qualia Structure for support to distisguhe meanings underspecified and then the
fixed template would coerce idiosyncratic meanif@seach construct of the construction.

That is, the construction is productive.
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Figure 16: Form-Meaning Mappings of Constructions WNIONG

Form: [NONG+NP]

Meaning: an active process=[x (volitional-Agentedsomething (in an informal Mange
[[to obtain}.r or [with].t an object-NP (resulting in a Sajg (RVC) [measured
by the object-NF] ([a beneficial sub-Evepivci]))]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Artifac§.q-a], FE #-T [Thingqo-m], FE# [ 1,

(FE #j-RVC [Result], (FE #k [Manner], FE #| [Eve))t]

sub-frames/variables FE #x FE #i-IT | FE#i-T FE #j FE #-RVC| FE #k FE #l
[NONGHNP-IT] \ \ - v - v -
[NONGHNP-T] \% - \% \% v -
[NONGHNP-IT+C] \ \ - - v v v
[NONGHNP-T+C] \ - \% - v v v

Form: NONG+R+NP]

Meaning: an active process=[x (volitional-AgentYggéhrough with an object-NP:{in an
informal Manneg) to achieve the mental sta{®VC) ([a beneficial sub-Evejjf
FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Result], FE #i-T [NonphysicalFE #j [Event], FE #k [Manner)
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CHAPTER SIX

ANALYSIS OF GAO ##i+NP

6.1 Initial Observations of GAO

Just like those put in the constructions WitA\N andNONG systematic discussions as
shown in the following section 6.1.1 are about s@meminary findings of the constructions
and the grammatical function &AQ. To interpret the constructions wi@AQ, the semantic
roles are utilized to identify the diverse nomiaajjuments, and the constructional meanings

are retrieved from the patterper s¢ as in sections 6.1.2 and 6.1.3.

6.1.1 Constructionswith GAO in the Sinica Cor pus

There are quite a few linguistic data GO retrieved from the Sinica Corpus. The
initiatory findings include the grammatical funci® pertaining toGAQ: first, GAO is a
transitive verbal predicate followed by an obje®-Bnd, second, it takes a complement to
compose verb-complement compounds (V-R compouradewed by an object-NP, too. In
addition, GAO and its following compositional items render a n@mbf constructions as
shown in Table 3 below. One of the major constandiwithGAOis [GAO+NP] of which the
meanings are like potpourri. For examp@AO3 se2fifi& ‘to study snakes an@GAO3
shui3ku4§fﬁ§gﬂf<’§1 ‘to build a reservoir.’ The other one IGAO+R+NP] which is also quite
lavish. For exampleGAO3 bu4dong3 zheng4zhﬁ:7\ ']TE,F;?F"[ ‘cannot understand politics’
and GAO3 qinglchu3 dui4den3DE ming2ckd & 2855y £171 ‘to clarify coordinate
nouns.’ As those examples just mentioned aboveshodn in Table 3 below, the meaning of

the vague episode embedded in the framework isugpamd cannot be a compositional
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meaning of the lexical items enclosed. Consequethityconstructional approach may render
a comprehensible reading for each hidden eventdouthe examples of Table 3. To follow
given discussions in sections 4.1 and 4.2 aboveyawdd decode the familiar constructions,
such as GAO+NP] and GAO+R+NP], in the following sections. As for the idiatic
example and other obviously unrelated exampled) asdhe BA construction, they are out of
the constructions that we won't discuss them heastly, there are so many linguistic data

interrelated withGAO that we would give a number of tokens in Apper@itor reference.

Table 3: Constructions witltGAO

Examples of GAO+NP] Form Meaning

GAO3-le zhangl da4hai3bao4 #f"9=*5¥#;  ‘have got a piece of huge poster’
GAO3 se2 i ‘to study snakes’

GAO3 wo3 =5 ‘to fuck me up’

GAO3 feiljil IS ‘to produce airplanes’

GAO3-le ge cheng2she4 3l g e ‘have set up Club Cheng’

GAQO3 tong3yil fili— ‘to push unification’

GAO3-le zhangl jialna2da4  f " 9=9[1&4 "~  ‘have got a Canadian Green Card’
lu4ka3 A

GAO3 shui3ku4 L ‘to build reservoirs’

GAO3 she4hui4yun4dong4 %ﬁﬁ{ijiﬂ?\ ‘have gone to launch socipl
qu4-le RN campaigns’

GAO3 zhi2ye4 lan2qiu2 bidxul #2# &5~ ‘to launch professional basketball
yao4zhao3 nei4hang2ren2 HRIST= 5 games one must seek out the expefrts’
Examples of GAO+R+NP] Form Meaning

GAO3 bu4qingl fanglxiang4  # 1E [p ‘cannot clarify directions’

GAO3 ginglchu3 dui4deng3DE {/E2EEETY  ‘to clarify coordinate nouns’
ming2ci2 £

GAO3 bu4dong3 zheng4zhi4  #§7 [EI ‘cannot understand politics’

GAO3 hao3 shidye4ti3 Fhi+ g ii?%} ‘to bring about business achieving a
good state’

GAO3 bu4dongs tal wei4she2mgl 7 ffi 9 £5(f  ‘cannot understand why he acts lke

hui4 zhedyang4 e gt this’

GAO3DE wo3 1 §9ﬁ PFEEL  ‘to cause me to faint’
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hunltou2zhuan3xiang4 il

GAO3DE cheng2bandren2yuan2fif i p=&E" f1  ‘to cause the staffs to be very

da4gan3tou2tong4 SRR headachy’

GAO3DE da4jial feilchang2  f#iH %7 Eﬁfj ‘to cause everyone to be very

nan2guo4 S depressed’

GAO3DE tai2wanl Tl tH 'F",?ﬁ[‘m[ ‘to cause Taiwan inside and outside

nei4wai4fanlteng?2 s to be upside down’

GAO3DE tianlxia4 dadluan4  ffifH=~"™ 4\%“ ‘to cause the world to be complqgte
chaos’

Examples of Idioms Form Meaning

Hu2GAO3XialGAO3 RER R ‘to recklessly make a mess’

GAO3 she2me feiljil ma G EeTRES e ‘What a mess you made!’

GAO3 she2me donglxil ya S BN ‘What hell are you doing?”

6.1.2 Associated Patterns of [GAO+NP] and the Semantic Roles of the
Object-NPs

In Table 3 above, two distinctive constructions asemplified as GAO+NP] and
[GAO+R+NP], because there are so many sundry exampiessiied by these templates and
their meanings are not interpretable by their maéicombination ofGAO and its following
compositional constituents, such as the object-MP.other words, the constructional
interpretation is the key to decipher the semafgatures carried by the embedded cryptic
event. Accordingly, as shown in (40) and (41) belthve semantic roles of the object-NPs set
apart in these two idiosyncratic sub-frames areelmental Theme and Theme. Moreover,
following the object-NP, or specifically followinthe object-NP-Incremental Theme, there
may be a complement. For examp@AO3 she4huidyun4dong4 qu4~j§fﬁr§ﬁ{é§§ﬂ§i N
‘have gone to launch social campaigns.’ That istelare three sub-patterns in tlAO+NP]
construction. The sub-patterns @AO+NP] are hence construed &BAO+NP-Incremental
Theme], [GAO+NP-Theme], and GAO+NP-Incremental Theme+C], respectively

(Henceforth GAO+NP-IT], [GAO+NP-T], and GAO+NP-IT+C], respectively).
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(40) [GAO+NP-IT]:

GAO3-le ge cheng2she4 # [EE™ ‘have set up Club Cheng’
GAO3 tong3yil el — ‘to push unification’

GAO3-le zhangl da4hai3bao4 #f v 3= \&¥ ‘have got a piece of huge poster’

GAO3-le zhangl jialna2da4 A IR A ‘have got a Canadian Green Card’
ludka3 A

GAO3 shui3ku4 r:.'f'ﬁ’ﬁl ‘to build reservoirs’

(41) [GAO+NP-TJ:

GAO3 se2 T ‘to study snakes'’
GAO3 wo3 =Y ‘to fuck me up’

(42) [GAO+NP-IT+C]:

GAO3 she4hui4yun4dong4 %ﬂﬁ{ijéﬂ?ﬁ ‘have gone to launch socifl
qu4-le 3 campaigns’

In view of the fact that there are prolific ses of the vague events embedded in the
constructions wittGAQO, such examples as (40-42) above, the construttioteapretations of
[GAO+NP-IT], [GAO+NP-T], and GAO+NP-IT+C] will illustrate in the section 6.2.2. In
addition, the depictions of the constructions dreldritical examples pertaining t6 AO+NP]

will also be simultaneously exemplified in that .

6.1.3 Associated Patterns of [GAO+R+NP] and the Semantic Roles of the
Object-NPs

As shown in (43) and (44) below, the two distinetasub-constructions oGAO+R+NP]
are [GAO+R+NP-T] and GAO+DE+NP+C]. In GAO+R+NP-T], the semantic role of the
object-NPs is Theme. For examp®AO3 qinglchu3 dui4deng3DE ming2diE 2E% 5

£171 ‘to clarify coordinate nouns,” as in (43) belowhél'V-R compoundGAO+R, takes an
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object-NP to set the template where the encodendt évesalient and will achieve a resultative
state. As for GAO+DE+NP+C], it is a peripheral construction witBAO in which the
causative V-R compoundiAO+DE, always takes a human nominal argument and an
inchoative verb as a complement. For examB®RO3DE wo3 hunltou2zhuan3xiang4q =%
«F‘[Eﬁq’ﬁi[ﬁj ‘to cause me to faint,” as in (44) below. Actualtlyis kind of causative function of

the V-R compound may also be taken as the pivotadtcuction in Mandarin Chinese.

(43) [GAO+R+NP-T]:

GAO3 bu4qingl fanglxiang4 i 7% 4 f ‘cannot clarify directions’

GAO3 ginglchu3 dui4deng3DERIVEZEEETY £7  ‘to clarify coordinate nouns’
ming2ci2

GAO3 bu4dong3 zheng4zhi4 i T I ‘cannot understand politics’
GAO3 hao3 shi4ye4ti3 ﬁltlﬁiiﬁé} ‘to bring about business achievipg

a good state’

(44) [GAO+DE+NP+C]J:

GAO3DE wo3 HH = 9?, FFE ‘to cause me to faint’

hunltou2zhuan3xiang4 il

GAO3DE cheng2bandren2yuan2fifi i p=&E" f1 ‘to cause the staffs to be very

da4gan3tou2tong4 SRR headachy’

GAO3DE dadjial feilchang2  f#H *i:’]fﬁfj ‘to cause everyone to be vdry

nan2guo4 S depressed’

GAO3DE tai2wan1l i ’F‘,%ﬁmf‘/? ‘to cause Taiwan inside and outside fo

neidwaidfanlteng2 gk be upside down’

GAO3DE tianlxia4 dadluan4 =" "“F" ‘to cauuse the world to be complete
chaos’

Even though these two sub-constructions@AD+R+NP] may render a resultative state
which is relatively prompt, we still need diagratosdemonstrate their feature elements and
their constructional from-meaning mappings. Theoading depictions will be illustrated in

6.2.3.
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6.2 Constructional Analyses of [GAO+NP] and [GAO+R+NP]

In this section, we will depict and interpret tiderrelated constructions witBAQ. The
first construction is GAO+NP], as in section 6.2.1. According to the exam@s shown
above in (40-42), three sub-constructions &GADP+NP] undertaken as constructional
polysemy of the construction are equipped with abscevents and their meanings are
incomprehensible from the combination of their ¢dusents. That is, in section 6.2.2, their
constructional interpretations would render a pragense for each specified construct. The
second one iISGAO+R+NP], as in section 6.2.3. Also, the templatedigded into two
sub-constructions and depicted by two idiosyncrdiagrams. Eventually, the frame set by
GAO is postulated as a pro-verb in section 6.2.4. Agzanying with the vivid semantic
components, there might be a deal of potential guityi that needs to be interpreted by the

object-NPs with inherent Qualia Structure as illatgd in section 6.2.5.

6.2.1 Constructional Interpretation of [GAO+NP]

The form-meaning mapping of theGAO+NP] construction is preliminarily
demonstrated as Figure 17 below. According to alexanples (40-42), there are two basic
elements in the construction: one is a volitiongkeAt, x, and the other an object-NP with a
semantic role (i.e. FE #i) following the transitivero—GAQO. When the Agent taking long
time engaged in an opaque episode, the speakedwake it as an informal event in a rather
pejorative Tone. These variables are not salienthe FE #j (i.e. the Time frame) and FE #k
(i.e. the Tone) are parenthesized in the semararod. In addition, the hidden process of the
construction will result in a state which is featrby # and implied by the object-NP. In
other words, the object-NP correlated with two Gieatelements: #i, the semantic role of the

object-NP, and #l, the state of the enigmatic evenind in the construction. In view of the
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fact that there are sub-constructions derived ffGRAO+NP], some elaborate demonstrations

pertaining to the template will show in section.B.2

Figurel7: Constructional Interpretation o6 AO+NP]

GAO+Direct Object NP

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-AgeaMitg Timg) engaged in an Event (fs
an informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoeaffong) [associated witl

an object-NR) (resulting in a Staf¢measured by the object-INF]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i {+qp], (FE #j [Time], FE #k [Tone], FE #I [ ])

val | {#x rel | 6 agt #|rel | 0 [] (#il#k/# | rel 6 null )}
DA - DA + DA -
gf sub gf obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm gao

6.2.2 Constructional Polysemy of [GAO+NP]

In [GAO+NP], three sub-constructions taking two differeamantic roles, Incremental
Theme and Theme, and a separable complement (V€) Rf the Verb-Complement
compound render three idiosyncratic framesGAQD+NP-IT], [GAO+NP-T], and
[GAO+NP-IT+C], as in (40), (41), and (42) above, respety. For the constructional
denotations of these frames can not be interpreyetheir individual component parts, we
need the diagrams to illustrate the form-meanings@s shown in the following figures.

In Figure 18 below, the object-NPs take IncretaeTheme as their semantic role, such
examples as (45) below, so the template can bdzedalas GAO+NP-IT]. As the
constructional denotation shows in the semantienéathe object-NPs are probably an
entity-goal or an eventive nominal. As for the unslgecified stage, it interrelates with the

object-NP. That is, with or without any classifier quantifier, the object-NPs can render
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different situation types, a telic or a durativegess, for the construct, as in (45a) and (45b).

Figure 18: Constructional Interpretation oBAO+NP-IT]

GAO+Direct Object NP-IT

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Ageaking long Timg engaged in a
Event (as an informal event in the speaker’s rgegorative Tong [to bring
about an object-NP-{fy (resulting in a State[measured by th
object-NP-ITHD]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Entity-Gogko-ap],

(FE #j [Long-time], FE #k [Tone], FE #I [ ])

—

1%

val | {#x |rel | O agt |#i |rel | 6 Incremental | (#j/#k/#l rel | 6 null | )}
DA - Theme DA -
gf sub DA + of []
of obj
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm gao

(45) a.GAO3 shuiku4f f~#1 ‘GAO reservoif.q-a: buiding] (& durative process)
ACTIVITY [x (taking long Time) builds reserus (as an informal event in the
speaker’s rather pejorative Tone)]

b.GAO3-le ge chenngheﬂ}b’J'f[ﬁi‘Jﬁ% ‘GAO-LE CL Cheng Clupg-a: setting up]
(a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x (taking long Time) has sgp Club Cheng (as an informal
event in the speaker’s rather pejorative Tone)]

c. GAO3 tong3yilfdiik— ‘GAOunification.q-a: pushing] (& durative process)
ACTIVITY [x (taking long Time) pushes unifitan (as an informal event in the
speaker’s rather pejorative Tone)]

From (45a) to (45c), the nominal arguments @dranged from a physical entity to a
nonphysical entity, and they are actually a timestoming entity-goal. In (45b), the
constructional interpretation is resulting in adedtate where the embedded opaque event is

prompted by the object-NP with a classifier, andthyy aspectual marker ‘LE,” too. On the
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other hand, in (45a-c) the senses of the templatddibe in a durative process, since the bare
noun does not imply any end point of the embeddesture event. The identical sense of
these constructs is that the hidden events consaineng period of time, because the
object-NPs are probably event-evoking nominals twwimay bring about long-term events in
the construction. In addition, these opaque evarddaken by the speaker as informal events
in a rather pejorative Tone which is one of thdidgiished semantic features in the frame.
As for the qualia role [AGENTIVE] enclosed in th@minal argument with Incremental
Theme, it helps provoke the real denotation ofvhgue episode.

Another polysemous sub-construction GAJO+NP] is depicted in Figure 19 below. In
Figure 19, the unspecified denotation of the vagent would be activated by the object-NPs
and specified by the whole template; however, ifferénce between Figures 18 (above) and

19 is that the object-NPs take Theme as their seocate, as in (46) below.

Figure 19: Constructional Interpretation 06 AO+NP-T]

GAO+Direct Object NP-T

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Ageakitg a period of Timg engaged ir
an Event (as an informal event in the speakeriserapejorative Tong [to
do with an object-Nfg (resulting in a Stafgmeasured by the object-I\H]

FE #x[Doer], FE #i-T[Thing.o.m)], (FE #j[A-period-of-time], FE #k[Tone], FE#[ ]

val | {#x [rel | 6 agt #i rel | & Theme | (#j/#k/# | rel | 6 null )}
DA - DA + DA -
of sub of obj of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm gao

(46) GAO3 se2fflijik ‘GAO snakegq-T=studying] (@ durative process)
ACTIVITY [x (taking a period of Time) studiemakes (as an informal event in the
speaker’s rather pejorative Tone)]

There are a number of similar components i) @l (46) above, such as a volitional
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Agent, a pejorative Tone, and the States deterniyeithe object-NPs. Nevertheless, for the
object-NPs bearing Theme (enclosed with the [TELI@ganing) are different from
time-consuming and event-evoking nominals encotlicgemental Theme (enclosed with the
reading of [AGENTIVE]) in (45), the constructionedading implies to consume ‘relatively
short-term’ time in (46) where we would put it tmeay—taking a period of Time. On the
other hand, comparing with these constructionabtiions ofNONG even though the sense
of [GAO+NP-T] does not imply taking time as long as that GRO+NP-IT], the specified
meaning is still lasting a relatively long periofitione. In consequence, the time scale of this
construction is not short for sure. A solid prosthat there is a complete data of (46) saying
GAO3 se2 DE zhuanljiaﬁ.?,fﬂﬂ{lﬁgﬁ‘:’ ‘the expert of studying snakes,” as in Appendix C.
That is, the interpretation of the frame implieattthe encoded opaque event takes a period of
time.

Figure 20 (below) shows the last polysemouscutstruction of GAO+NP]. In the
diagram, the most significant component is the sdpa complement (or RVC) of the
Verb-Complement compounds. In addition, the compl@incauses a resultative state which is
unspecified in the other two sub-constructions daltent in this sub-pattern. Moreover, the
object-NPs carry Incremental Theme (with [AGENTIYEh the template, and they are
eventive nominals, too. In other words, the embdddague event will last for a long term of

time until achieving a resultative state activadtgdhe complement, as in (47) below.

(47) GAOS she4hui4yun4dong4 qu4-jéﬁfﬁi§_f§h§t Bl
‘GAO society campaigho-a=iauchingf RVC-LE’ (a telic process)
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x (taking long Time) has gone tautech social campaigns (as an
informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoratioed)]

The constructional denotation of (47) shows thatt#lic process is a long-term episode.

Furthermore, no matter how good the event is fapjee the episode encodes an implication
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that it is taken by the speaker as an informal ewem rather pejorative Tone. That is, the
encoded event is different from those correlateith NONG n the similar constructions, viz.,
[NONGHNP-IT+C] and NONGHNP-T+C] in section 5.2.2 above. Finally, the ldegn

episode will achieve a resultative state in theylom.

Figure 20: Constructional Interpretation oBAO+NP-IT+C]

GAO+Direct Object NP-IT+Complement

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Agent takilong Timg) launches an Eveft
(as an informal event in the speaker’s rather p#joe Tong) [to bring about
an object-NP-ITresulting in a Stat¢RVC)]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Entity-Goglo-ap], (FE # [Long-time], FE #k [Tone]),

FE #-RVC [Result]

val | {#x |rel | O agt|#i |rel | O @&/ rel | @ null [ )# rel | & null |}
DA - incre- | #k DA - DA -
gf sub mental of [] gf com
theme
DA +
gf obj
syn | n+ syn n+ syn | n- syn | n-
Ixm gao

To review the above analyses, the diagrafGAO+NP] as shown in Figure 17
above must be re-depicted as Figure 21 below. flirisure that the unspecified template of
[GAO+NP] would be refined and modified as the followisgmi-filled diagram with more
elaborate variables.

According to above examples (45-47) and Figure2d,7n Figure 21 below, RVC is an
implicit variable, marked by the frame element ¥{R(viz. a resultative state); therefore, it
is parenthesized in the unspecified frame. Besiftesthe frame elements #j (i.e. the Time

frame) and #k, the Tone, are not so salient in témisplate, they are in the parentheses, too.
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However, FE #j always interrelates with FE #i, garg the semantic role with qualia role of
the object-NP, to render a proper reading for gmeplate. Hence, comparing with FE #k (i.e.
the Tone) and FE #j (viz. the Time frame), theelais more active than the former in this
construction. That is, the semantic role with thal@g interpretation will determine FE #j

which may take long time or just a period of timahe opaque event undertaken.

Figure2l: Modified Constructional Interpretation d6AO+NP]

GAO+Direct Object NP(+Complement)

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Ageking Timg) engaged in an Event (fis
an informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoeatitong) [to [bring
about];r or [do withj.r an object-NR, (resulting in a State(RVC)
[measured by the object-)B]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Entity-Goghc-ap], FE #i-T [Thingpcm],

(FE #j-IT [Long-time], FE #-T [A-period-of-time]FE #k [Tone],

FE #l [ ], FE #I-RVC [Result])

val | {#x |rel | 6 agt #o|rel | 6 [] (#jl#k# | rel | 6 null )}
DA - DA + DA -
of sub of obj gf-I-rvc com
of []
syn | n+ syn | n+ syn n-
Ixm gao

6.2.3 Constructional Interpretation of [GAO+R+NP]

Instead of taking an object-NP as the immediedastituent, GAO may take a
complement (viz. RVC) to form a V-R compound anerthake a nominal argument. That is,
the [GAO+R+NP] construction is the other template intetretawith GAO, such examples as
shown in (43-44). In this section, we would like decipher the constructional sense of

[GAO+R+NP]. As the following Figure 22 shows, the setitaftame would be realized as in

71



a resultative state rendered by the V-R compounatebVer, since the eventive noun phrase
following the V-R compound carries Theme, the temtglcan also be exemplified as

[GAO+R+NP-T].

Figure 22: Constructional Interpretation o5AO+R+NP-T]

GAO+R+Object NP-T

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

sem | frame: a resultative state=[x (volitional-Agentitadca period of Timg brings about
an object-NP-Tachieving a potential StatéRVC) resulted from an activity
(as an informal event in the speaker’s rather ¢ Tong) ([a beneficial
sub-Eveny)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Result], FE #i-T [Thing],

(FE #j [A-period-of-time], FE #k [Tone], FE #| [En8)

val | {#x | rel Gagt | #h | rel gnull | # | rel Otheme | (#j/ | rel Enull |)}
DA - DA — DA + #k/ DA -
gf sub gf com of obj # of []
syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm gao

(48) a.GAO3 hao3 shidyeatidi i+ 5% fg’g ‘GAO-RVC business body’ (a resultative state)
STATE [x (taking a period of Time) brings albdusiness achieving a good state (as
an informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoealigne for making a lot of
fortune)]

b. GAO3 bu4dong3 zheng4zhi# T ‘Iﬁ,ﬁdﬁ
‘GAO-NEG-RVC politics’ (a resultative state)
STATE [x (taking a period of Time) cannot enstand politics (as an informal event
in the speaker’s rather pejorative Tone that x oagain profit from it)]

c. GAO3 bu4dong3 tal wei4she2me hui4 zhedyajig# ‘[fé 8% ’E;Eﬁ fﬁi
‘GAO-NEG-RVC he why would this’ (a resultativeat)
STATE [x (taking a period of Time) cannot undarat why he acts like this (as an
informal event in the speaker’s rather pejorativend that x cannot
understand him)]
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(48a) and (48b) are the typical examples of[tBAO+R+NP-T] construction, so they
undertake a number of common features. The diftggeimt between these two constructs is
that the RVC,dong3 'I]Eﬁ ‘understand,’ in (48b) would coerce the unspedif@nstruction
into a resultative state embedded in the speakarid. Furthermore, in addition to achieving
a resultative state, the interpretation of the tiamepalso implies a beneficial event which is
distinguished from the other constructional intetptions of (FAO+NP], such examples as
shown above in section 6.2.2. As for (48c), it atually a pivotal construction, because the
object-NP following the V-R compound is an animatenoun or specifically a third personal
pronoun which is taken as the agent of the subteegen though it carries an accusative case
given by the compound or the first predicate ofgh@tal construction.

In Figure 22 above, although the V-R compouhd@AO+R+NP] provides a specific
reading for the construction, there is another tatep [GAO+DE+NP+C], correlating with
the same frame as shown in Figure 23 below. In reig28, GAO and DE form a V-R
compound to take an object-NP and then another leongmt. That is, just like (48c), the

template obviously is a pivotal construction, segamples as (49a) and (49b).

Figure 23: Constructional interpretation c6AO+DE+NP+C]

GAO+DE+Object NP-T+C

syn | catv, max -, lex +, voice active

=

sem | frame: a resultative state=[x (volitional-Agent itaik a period of Timg causes a
object-NP-T to achieve the Stat€DE) and be in a calamitous sub-Evdast
an informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoealiong)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Result], FE #i-T [People],

(FE #j [Long-time], FE #k [Tone]), FE #l [Event]

val | {#x | rel Gagt | #h/ | rel 6 null | #i |rel Otheme | (#j/ | rel Gnull |)}
DA- | #l DA - DA + #k DA -
gf sub gf-h com of obj of []
of []
syn | n+ syn | n- syn | n+ syn | n-

Ixm gao
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(49) a.GAO3-DE wo3 hunltou2zhuan3xiand# 4 foF‘, Eﬁﬂ@[ﬁj
‘GAO-RVC | faint’ (a resultative state)
STATE [x (taking a period of time) causes toefaint (as an informal event in the
speaker’s rather pejorative Tone)]

b. GAO3-DE Tai2wanl neidwaidfanlter? i 'F 9t B
‘GAO-RVC Taiwan inside outside upside down’ (auktative state)
STATE [x (taking a period of Time) causeswan inside and outside to be upside
down (as an informal event in the speaker’s raplegorative Tone)]

In (49a) and (49b), the object-NPs are animate nalsi Videlicet, they are the agent of
the following complement or sub-event but possess@usative case marked by the V-R
compound. Notwithstanding these examples can lentak the pivotal construction, we may
depict them and set a frame to illustrate their a®in denotations, as in Figure 23 above.
Accordingly, the GAO+DE+NP+C] construction can be taken as a periphayaktruction

correlating with GAOC+R+NP].

6.2.4 Settingthe Frame: GAO As a Frame-Evoking Verb

To properly interpret the semantic denotation & ttame set bY5AO, we cannot just
combine the meanings rendered by the basic-levetlipate and an array of nominal
arguments. In other word§AO can be taken as a “super-lexical” morpheme andiqaie
the nominal arguments with or without a compleminset the verb constellation, which
modulates the focus of a situation type of the aidbd event rather than determining the
situation itself. Accordingly, the interpretatioosthe frames set b§AO are denoted by the

matrix of the following eight semantic features:

i. Active process: the event undertakienthe frame is telic or durative, and might be
dynamic.
ii. Agent-control: the volitional agent can control theent.
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iii. Time frame: the agent spends long time or justreogef time on the event undertaken.
iv. Pejorative tone: the event is probably taken by dpeaker as an informal event in a
pejorative tone.
v. Object-NP-Incremental Theme: the object-NP mayrberdity-goal or an event-evoking
nominal, bear Incremental Theme, and encode thieaquogerpretation of [AGENTIVE].
vi. Object-NP-Theme: the other semantic role may bentdan the object-NP and encode
the qualia meaning of [TELIC].
vii. Resultative state: the situation type of the urakem event includes a change of state
and an outcome, and it may be activated by thecé/iRpound in the constellation.
viii. Sub-event: another unilluminated component is nthrkg the frame and would be
introduced by the representation of the complement.

For an opaque event bound IBAO+NP] should be active, can be controlled by the
volitional agent, may be in the speaker’s pejomtone and last for a long period of time, and
would embed an object-NBAO sometimes behaves like a pro-verb which substitistethe
function of some basic-level verbal predicates. &@mple, as the original complete example
in (41) aboveGuo2jidshangdyan2jiu4 pa2chong2DE xue2zhe3zhuanljial doul zhildao4,
Tai2wanl you3ge GAO3 se2 DE zhuanljial “Professao’M\/IaOZjiao4shou4[ﬁﬁl{§3§f/ﬁr¢.j
ANt ;TJJ é;f,(i;pfg » B E | ]’[aiﬁ,g(d-‘ﬁﬁgf % I Professor Mag=" #5#¢ ‘The international
researchers and experts ofptile-studying all know that there is an expert of
snake-studying--Professor Mao--in Taiwan,GAO obviously substitutes for the use of
yan2jiu4 ’FPIZ{‘;’ ‘to study.” On the other hand, as in (43) (abo8&O3 bu4dong3 zheng4zhi4
N ‘Iﬁﬁdﬁ ‘cannot understand politics,” the V-R compoundegarded as an ordinary verb
compound with a general range of meanings rathan @ pro-verb, because it does not

substitute for some other basic-level verbGa€d would do in the former case.

6.2.5 Qualia Sructure and Constructional I nterpretations

Any possible ambiguity pertaining to the nontiaeguments of the verb constellations

can be coerced to take idiosyncratic denotation®ubalia structure; hence, again we use the
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tool to decipher the under-specified senses of ibeninal arguments bound in the
construction for specifying the constructional mpretation of the embedded vague episode.

Take (50) for example. There are two possible regalof (50) illustrated as follows:

(50) Two possible readings o6AO3-le zhangl da4hai3baod 3= 45# ‘have got a
piece of huge poster’] with Qualia representation:

a. [GAO3-le zhangl da4hai3baodi " =& #]=[huad-le zhangl da4hai3baod;
F=NE¥ ‘have drawn a piece of huge po§ter
Huge poster [AGENTIVE=drawing]
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x (taking long Time) has drava piece of huge poster (as an
informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoratioed)]

b. [GAO3-le zhangl dadhai3badd + 3=~ j&#y]=[na2-le zhangl da4hai3bao4 lai2
RN Ay ‘have got back a piece of huge po%ter
Huge poster [TELIC=getting back]
ACCOMPLISHMENT [x (taking a period of Time)ak got back a piece of huge
poster (as an informal event in the speaker’s rgtbgrative
Tone]

The AGENTIVE role of the huge poster in (50agans ‘drawing.’ In contrast, the
TELIC role in (50b) means ‘getting back.” Furthemaowhen we take the huge poster as an
Incremental Theme, it may coerce the event undenta last for long time in the frame. It

seems reasonable in this case that the agent kajotag time to draw a huge poster.

6.3 Summary

Even though the enigmatic events containedhe frames set b¥sAO can not be
interpreted from the pure combination of verbaldporates and nominal arguments, we can
decode their semantic denotations encoded in the genstellations of GAO+NP] and
[GAO+R+NP]. At the preliminary step, since the obje@d\bear the key code of the frame

set byGAO, we need to mark their semantic roles and thefipdec their interrelationship
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with the verbal predicate to render the specifexase of the construction. On that account, we
take [GAO+NP] as a polysemous construction that can be @dvidto three sub-constructions:
[GAO+NP-IT], [GAO+NP-T], and GAO+NP-IT+C] where IT represents the Incremental
Theme, T the Theme, and C the separable Compleaievierb-Complement compounds,
respectively. Besides, the classifier of the obetmay interfere with the situation type of
the encoded event; that is, when the nominal argumsea mass noun, the event will be an
activity or a durative process in this case. Intast, if the nominals carry a classifier, the
opaque event may be a telic process or accomplishwigich would change its state in the
final stage and have an outcome. As to the othestetiation of GAO+R+NP], in view of the
fact that R is resultative complement, which isaanmon complement following the verb
predicate in Mandarin Chinese, it probably coerties situation type from Activity to
Accomplishment that the event would have a resuéiagtate in the final stage and have an
outcome, too. Consequently, we would depict a fareaning mapping diagram of the verb
constellations witlGAQ, as in Figure 24 below.

In Figure 24, the semantic features are ilaistt as FEs or frame elements in the
semantic frame, including Active process, volitibagent, Time frame, pejorative Tone,
Incremental Theme, Theme, resultative State, abheEsrent. Since the situation modulated by
a frame is different from that is determined byasib-level verbal predicat&AO sets the
frame and behaves like a pro-verb substitutingafeerb in the context. Finally, any possible
ambiguous readings of the frame may be reintergrbtethe Qualia roles of the nominal
arguments following the verbal predicate. Thaths, unspecified denotations of the nominals
would be coerced into idiosyncratic senses, and the specified meanings of the frame

would be distinguished.
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Figure 24: Form-Meaning Mappings of Constructions w@#hO

Form: [GAO+NP]

Meaning: an active process=[x (volitional-Agentiteak Timg;) engaged in an Event (as
informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoratioad) [to [bring about]r or [do
with]i.r an object-NR), (resulting in a Stafe(RVC) [measured by th
object-NRi])]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Entity-Goglc-ap], FE #-T [Thingp:c-m)],

(FE #j-IT [Long-time], FE #j-T [A-period-of-time]FE #k [Tone],

FE #l [ ], FE #I-RVC [Result])

AN

sub-frames/variables FE #x | FE #i-IT | FE#i-T | FE#-IT | FE#-T | FE#k | FE#l | FE #l-rvc

GAO+NP-IT v v - % - % %
GAO+NP-T v -- v -- % % %
GAO+NP-IT+C v v -- % - % -- v

Form: [GAO+R+NP]

Meaning: a resultative state=[x (volitional-Ageaking a period of Timgbrings about an
object-NP-T achieving a potential StatéRVC) resulted from an activity (as an
informal event in the speaker’s rather pejoratioed) ([a beneficial
sub-Event)]

FE #x [Doer], FE #h [Result], FE #i-T [Thing],

(FE #j [A-period-of-time], FE #k [Tone], FE #| [Eng)
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CHAPTER SEVEN

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
7.1 Theoretical Implication

There are two advantages of the constructionalyaisalTake an example that seems not
applicable in the (WAN+NP] construction but it may be interpreted in agrtcontexts as

illustrated in (51) below.

(51) Three interpretatiofis of an implausible example?|AN2zao3can15: fi 4]
a.zao3canli:& ‘breakfast’ as a physical object:
Meimei bu2yao4 WAN2 zao3camghan3kuaidchil
BRI T oioe TRV o B!
‘Don’t you (a little girl) play with your “breakfag=toy),” and eat quickly.’
Breakfast [FORMAL=toy]
ACTIVITY [to play with toys]

b.zao3canli!%& ‘breakfast’ as a game:
Xian4zai4 you3 hen3duolren2 zaidWAN2 zao3cake3jiand zhedzhong3
xian4shang4you2xi4 hen3shou4huanlying?2
WAL S TR LT S ] -
‘There are many people playing “Breakfast (=anmsljame).” It is obvious that this
kind of online games is very popular.’
Breakfast [TELIC=entertaining]
ACTIVITY [to play an online game called Breakfast]

c.zao3canlh:'%& ‘breakfast’ as an Incremental Theme to be made:
Talmen yildad4zao3 jiu4 qi3lai2 WAN2 zao3cagdng4 shou4silmi3 nielchul
ge4shidgedyang4DE ka3tonglren2wu4 fan4tuan2
Paff— NpliRE S TR PRI R ~ P o
‘They get up very early to “play(=prepare) breakfdlat they use Sushi rice to make
rice balls in diverse cartoon figures.’
Breakfast [AGENTIVE=preparing]
ACTIVITY [to prepare breakfast (in a playful Manner

I These examples are invented by the author.
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In (51a), the FORMAL role of ‘breakfast’ in the Hisnay be viewed as a ‘toy’ and
played around by children. In (51b), the TELIC megrof ‘breakfast’ is ‘entertaining,” when
there is an online game calleda'o3canl fi'%& “Breakfast”.’ In (51c), the AGENTIVE sense
of ‘breakfast’ is the factor that brings forth bkésst—'preparing.” By means of examining
these interpretations of an implausible exampldusrated in (51) above, two advantages of
the constructional approach are demonstrated &sv&l First, even though the initial sense
rendered by the object-NPao3canlfi!%& ‘breakfast,” is not applicable inJAN+NP], the
combination of the constructional approach and @ualructure facilitates to render a fixed
construction and specifies diverse meaningsMAIN+-NP]. In other words, with four qualia
roles of Qualia Structure, the interpretation &f tbject-NP of the undertaken construction in
a certain context can be properly accounted forhout any additional explanatory
mechanisms. Second, the constructional approacjuite productive. In \NVANtNP], any
potential object-NP could correlate witWAN to render a proper interpretation of the event

encoded in\NVAN+NP].

7.2 The ldiomatic Use of Frame-Evoking Verbsin the[V+NP] Construction

Albeit the idiomatic use of these three framekeng verbs is not the matter for
discussion, we would try to render a plausiblerjietation to the idiomatic use in the [V+NP]
construction. Take the example as we mentionedeabogection 2.2 for detailed discussion:
GAO3 feiljil #7EES ‘to make troubles’ is a typical example of theoiliatic use in the
[V+NP] construction. To interpret its constructibmaeaning, we can put it in the semantic
frame of the GAO+NP-IT] construction, as in (52) below. Besidegugh this example is a
typical idiomatic expression, it also has a litemakaning, too. On one hand, the literal
meaning of the example is illustrated in (53a) taelon the other hand, the idiomatic sense of

the identical syntactic form is shown in (53b).
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(52) The semantic frame of th@ AO+NP-IT] construction:

—

sem | frame: an active process=[x (volitional-Ageaiting long Timg engaged in a
Event (as an informal event in the speaker’s rapegorative Tong [to
bring about an object-NP-\I (resulting in a Staf¢gmeasured by th
object-NP-ITi]]]

FE #x [Doer], FE #i-IT [Entity-Goglq-ap]

(FE #j [Long-time], FE #k [Tone], FE #l [ ])

U

(53) Two possible readings dBAO3 feiljil fffE£S]:

a. [GAOS feiljil fi7EES ‘to produce airplanes’]
ACTIVITY [x (taking long Time in the speaker’strer pejorative Tone) produces
airplanes]

b. [GAO3 feiljil fiiEES]=[zhidzao4 feiljil%i@!im%ﬁﬁé&&} ‘to churn out airplanék
Airplanes [AGENTIVE=cheap in make]
ACTIVITY [x (taking a short period of time) chusrout airplanes]=[x makes troubles]

The interpretation of (53a) is salient, becawsecan read its compositional meaning
from its derivational verbal predicate and nomiasdument. Therefore, we do not need the
qualia role to help decode the object-NP. Howewien the original pejorative tone is not the
speaker’s opinion, it actually becomes the agantsiner; in other words, it is lexicalized in
the verbal predicate, as in (53b). In addition, timee frame should be shortened, for the
qualia role renders the nominal argument the seh§AGENTIVE] reading as ‘cheap in
make.” Accordingly, we may acquire an implication lmeans of Conceptual Metaphor that
‘the airplanes of a very poor make’ are ‘potentiialibles;’ namelyGAOS3 feiljil 7% ‘to
churn out airplanes’ means ‘to make troubles.’dnsequence, notwithstanding the idiomatic
interpretation of GAO3 feiljil f#7f£%] is hardly decoded in the first glance, we canijleer
the vague event embedded in the construction oletkieal item by appealing to Qualia
Structure and Conceptual Metaphor, and finally aegthe proper idiomatic interpretation,

‘to make troubles,’ of the lexical item.
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7.3 Conclusion

This thesis is an interesting verbal semantic stolyWAN NONG and GAO in
Mandarin Chinese. As mentioned above in the thdsese transitive verliake object-NPs to
form a construction-\WWAN+NP], [NONG+NP], and GAO+NP], respectively. On the base of
the fact that the nominal arguments take diversesythcratic semantic roles, the [V+NP]
construction can be viewed as a polysemous conigtnucIn addition, the proper
interpretation of the construction cannot be oladiby its derivational parts (viz. the verbal
predicateand the object-NP) but can be acquired from thestroation itself. In other words,
the real activity encoded in the [V+NP] construntishould be examined to render a proper
interpretation for the construction. Therefore, tagually significant approaches are applied
in this thesis.

First of all, on the base of the Constructionalrapph (Goldberg 1995), a construction is
taken as a lexical item of which the interpretati®sunderspecification and can be specified
by its compositionality of syntactic form and seri@mmeaning but by its derivational
components. Accordingly, the [V+NP] constructiomdae viewed as a form-meaning pair
encoded with all the semantic components needed.

Second, the approach of Qualia Structure (Pusteyoi®95) is utilized to distinguish the
potential ambiguity of the [V+NP] construction. Tackle down the problem of the
constructional ambiguity, four qualia roles coettoe nominal arguments to take idiosyncratic
denotations, while the construction is still fixaeithout any further explanatory mechanism.
For illustrating the semantic denotations possebgdtiese three constructions, we would put
their form-meaning mappings together in Figure 2oWw.

In this study, according to the linguistic datarieated from the Sinica Corpus, the
syntactic forms of these three constructions amntidal and focused on the [V+NP]

construction. Nevertheless, their semantic framresqaite different. As far as these verbal
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constellations are concerned, the semantic compensuich as Active process, Agent control,
and two prototypical semantic roles, Incrementagbk and Theme, are the required items in
the semantic domain, as in Figure 25. Besidesendar better semantic denotations for the
constructions undertaken, the other semantic festwvould be distinguished from
construction to construction as illustrated in Feg@25, too. TakeNONG for example, it is
obvious that it would carry a resultative state wltbere is a RVC in the construction of
NONG and this semantic component seems quite popataalf of these three verbs. In
addition, the most distinct semantic frame eleménmt3a/NAN should be BK and the playful
Manner, since the former is probably encoded indiject-NP and the latter is derived from
the verbal predicatéVANitself. Moreover, a Time frame and the speakerthaapejorative
Tone are the must for the constructionGAO, because the events are usually taken by the
speaker as an informal episode in a rather peyaratine and would last for long time before
they are accomplished. Accordingl/ANis the most general transitive verb that it talezs
semantic components, a@AO taking eight semantic features is the first runsiger WAN
The last one iNONGtaking seven semantic frame elements in its seémdamain.

As far as these verbal predicates or ‘super-lexitalrphemes are concerned, they may
be not full fledged pro-verbs, but they behave hBkero-verb that their behaviors are different
from those of other verbal predicates. In otherdsoitheir semantic components carry out
diverse opaque events encoded in the whole comisinuén consequence, all of the semantic
components can be utilized to set a frame or demot&nner or even a time domain, rather
than just to predicate a salient event.

To conclude this work and make a comparison witmdvg2004), we would find that
this thesis brings about some more fine-grainedddban what Wang presents in the similar
studies of the NONG+NP] and GAO+NP] constructions in Mandarin Chinese as shown
below:

First, a proper interpretation of the [V+NP] comstion must consider the
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interrelationship between its syntactic form anchaetic meaning. For example, there are a
number of classifiers (such gilge — [ji ‘a/one,’ji3xiangl %‘ﬁﬁ? ‘few cases,” angilwan3

- ﬁ ‘a bowl of’ in the cases AIONG almost bound with nominal arguments, and they may
coerce the situation type of the embedded event fino activity to an accomplishment, as in
5.2 and 6.2.

Second, the nominal arguments bound with the semasies (viz. Incremental Theme
or Theme) are diverse and may take specific nondagdgories, such as Artifact and Thing
(for NONG as in sections 5.2.2), Entity-Goal and Thing @O, as in section 6.2.2). Hence,
there would be a number of polysemous sub-congtingin the [V+NP] template.

Third, a number of semantic components, such aslfRége State and Sub-Event (of
NONG), Pejorative Tone and Time Frame @AO), can be inferred from the constructiper
se Namely, the frame-oriented verbal predicatestafa all semantic features to set a frame.
That is why they are called Frame-Evoking Verbsnasections 5.2.4 and 6.2.4.

Fourth, to distinguish the potential ambiguity ded from the construction itself is not
difficult by appealing to the qualia denotationstbé nominal arguments, as in 5.2.5 and
6.2.5.

Last, in the [V+NP] constellation, what makdee tverbal predicate behave like a
pro-verb is not only because it sets a frame tdilprananners, tones, time frames, or
sub-events, but also because it replaces someajemebal predicates in certain contexts, as
in sections 5.2.4 and 6.2.4.

When we mention what contribution this thesis atlighe field of verbal semantic
studies in Mandarin Chinese, maybe we can putstwiay: this thesis takes advantages of the
constructional approach, Qualia Structure, and seigeificant Mandarin verbal semantic
studies, such as Liu (2002, 2005), in proof of olaim to the proper interpretation of the

[V+NP] construction in Mandarin Chinese.

84



Figure 25: Form-Meaning Mappings of Constructions WwWiRAN NONG andGAO

Meaning\Form NONG| NP-T | NP-IT | NP-IT+C | NP-T+C | R+NP-T
Theme NGW NP-T
Incremental Theme NGW NP-IT
Resultative State NG -
Resultative State N -
Resultative State NG -
Active Process NGW WAN
Agent Control NGW WAN
Sub-Event NGW WAN
Informal Manner N --
| nceptive w R+NP-1T/T
L ocaative Goal w NP-G
Means W NP-M
BK W WAN
Playful Manner W WAN
Pejorative Tone G --
Time Frame G --
GAO | NP-T | NP-IT | NP-IT+C -- R+NP-T
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The Linguistic Data of WAN
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Appendix B: The Linguistic Data of NONG

Constructions| Examples
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Appendix C: The Linguistic Data of GAO

Constructions

Examples
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