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A Study of the Xinhua Phonology

Abstract

Xinhua County is located in the middle west of Hurmovince. The Xinhua
dialect is unique mainly for two reasons. Due toggaphical proximity, it has long
been influenced by the Mandarin, Gan, and Wu fasilThe immigration history also
plays an important role in the development of thédect.

Taking the phonology of Middle Chinese, i.e. Qieyas the reference point,
this thesis makes an in-depth analysis of theaisitifinals, and tones in the Xinhua
dialect from both diachronic and synehrenic viewysi In chapter two, we propose
that the aspirated voiced censonants in' Xinhua,clvimostly occur in syllables
carrying Tone Ib, ensue from the influence of thandarin and Gan clusters.
Nasality spreading from the onset gives rise to rlasal coda insertion in open
syllables. The analysis about rhymes in chaptegetimeveals clearly that Xinhua
possesses linguistic characteristics of both Nomthand Southern Chinese.
Specifically, the neutralization dbeng and Tseng categories is typical of Northern
Chinese. The neutralization Geng, Dang, andJiang categories and the prevocailic
seen in someiu K-1 descendants are pervasive in Southern Chirgke.the case in
Wu and other Xiang dialects, monophthongizatioresaglace inXie, Xiao andLiu
categories. In addition, most Xiang dialects feafulow] and [+back], as opposed to
[+low] and [-back] in general, in the nucleus vosvelf Dang and Geng categories,
and Xinhua is no exception. Of particular interissthat Xinhua distinguishes itself

from other Xiang dialects in both the neutralizatiof Dang, Jiang, Xian and Shan



categories and the existence of three layers inGasg category. Chapter four
presents that the tone system in Xinhua is corsiderinfluenced by the Mandarin
and Gan branches, as respectively manifested bghifteof Tone Ilb to Tone Iland
by the partial conversion of Tone IV into Tone IlI.

To sum up, the Xinhua dialect not only reflectsganies of the Mandarin, Gan,

and Wu families, but also exhibits characteristitgs own.
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