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Female’s Works in a Tea Country-With the Case Study of E-mei.
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ABSTRACT

Half a century ago in Taiwan, agricultural society was still the focus of society and
economy. During 1960s with rapid industrial growth, Taiwan had become a highly
developed industrial capitalism society. After industrial development, the division of labor
in a family causes male members responsible for businesses outside of the family and
female members for businesses inside. This trend contributed to a phenomenon that
females were not easy to find a full-time job in the job market. While reviewing the
concept of “Female Marginalization Theories”, it is found that “job” is actually a
constricted and masculine concept. The labor market analyzed by economists does not
include female labors; thus, female labor-is often considered an invisible labor. The
research subjects of this study are Hakka working women; their “labor” is different from
“job” since working women do not have time-off from their work while their labor
disposition supports life necessity of the labor market daily. With an in-depth interview,
the purpose of this paper is to study life history of females in a tea country based upon the
theme of working labor. From the perspective of actors, the labor process of active
negotiation indicates continuous participation and practice; the constant negotiation with
existing structure also suggests the activeness of thinking choice in social actions for actors.
From micro-level observation of the life history of tea-picking women for two generations,
it is discovered that life history of tea-picking women often interacts with their family life
cycle; labor environment also expands social field for females. A variety of labor force
with pay is a powerful proof of labor disposition. Researchers may also sketch a life
image of working women in a tea country through active and negotiated process by the

subject of actions.

Keywords: E-mei, Working women, Labor, Job, Life history.
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