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The Reclamation of Chu-Chien Ne-San Area in Ching Dynasty:
A Case Study of the Ho-Shin Village (1820-1895)

Abstract

My case study is to discuss the reclamation history of Ho-Shin Village in Chu-Chien
Ne-San (Ne-San, literally: inside mountain) Area during Ching Dynasty. Chu-Chien Ne-San
Area, all the time, was Taiwanese Aborigine's living domain before Han peoples came here.
However, in Ching Dynasty, Han peoples’ reclamation activities oppressed Taiwanese
Aborigine's living domains. So there were many serious conflicts happened between Han
peoples and Taiwanese Aborigine during that reclaiming period. In such unstable setter’s
society, Han People prayed their life and future for religious belief (to God). Therefore, my
study describes the reclamation history and lands of Ho-Shin Village. Besides, it analyzes the
correlations between the reclamation activities, religious belief and the relationships (living
styles and interactions) of different Peoples. It also will give you a clearer picture about the
reclamation history in Chu-Chien Ne-San Area.

The reclamation of Ho-Shin Village was established by Chen Chang-Shun and his son.
Chen Chang-Shun’s Family (from Quan-Chou in China) cooperated with Hakka (from the
Province of Yue in China) to reclaim their lands and homes in Ching Dynasty. The lives of
Han setters were threatened by Aborigine's attacks, and there were diseases and floods
happened frequently in that period. These misfortunes made the lives of Han People of
Ho-Shin Village uncertain, so Chen Chang-Shun built San-Yuan Temple for their religious
beliefs. The San-Yuan Temple did make better relationships between Chen Chang-Shun’s
Family (reclamation leader) and his tenant-farmers, but it also gave the peoples in Ho-Shin
Village a good living community. However, the powers and economical resources of Chen
Chang-Shun’s Family got down after his guard-line was terminated by Liu Ming-Chuan.

In summary, we could know, the powers of reclamation leader would be impacted in
case national policies/rules were changed by government during the reclaiming period. There
were pretty high correlations between reclamation activities and religious beliefs. The peoples
of Min and Yue in Ho-Shin Village from China cooperated with each others and kept fighting
against Taiwanese Aborigine for their lands and benefits all the time in Ching Dynasty.
Keywords :

Guard-line, Reclamation, Religious Belief, Ho-Shin Village, Chen Chang-Shun’s Family
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