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The Legend of Lo Fon-Bo:
Identity and Diaspora
National Chiao Tung University College of Hakka Studies

Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture

ABSTRACT

Under the impact of globalization, the traditional Hakka drama in Taiwan needs to change the
traditional performing modes and the management method to avoid the degeneration crisis.
Hence, Rong Shin Hakka Opera Troupe tries to combine the traditional Hakka drama with the
new elements of the western theatre in order to regenerate Hakka drama. The Legend of Lo
Fang-Bo, a renovated Hakka opera, was performed in the National Theatre in Taipei in 2006.
The play, originated from Li Chiao’s ideas, is adapted from the history of the story of “Lo
Fang-Bo,” one of the Hakka ancestors, who lived in Jia-ying County in Guangdong province
in China and immigrated to East Borneo in the Eighteenth Century. It describes the story of
Hakka people’s immigration from China to Southeast Asia. The performance presents the
Diaspora of Hakka ethnic group and it also manifests the “Persistent Spirit” of Hakka
Furthermore, it projects an imagination about how Hakka immigrants tried to promote
Chinese culture and build a national identity in a foreign land. This thesis explores the
development of Hakka Opera, discusses the theatrical form of the performance, and examines
the meanings of the migration of the society. Through the theatricalization of the literary
script, this performance represents Hakka’s immigration in Borneo. Applying the western
theater theory, such as “The Alienation Effect” by the German playwright Bertolt Brecht
(1898-1956), | analyze the theatrical form and structure of this performance. By
re-theatricalization of this play, I also apply the theory of Diaspora to interpreting the cultural
interaction between Hakka and the local ethnic group in the marginal society in Borneo.

Keywords: Hakka Opera, The Legend of Lo Fon-Bo, The Alienation Effect,

Re-theatricalization, Diaspora
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In times before, about forty or fifty years ago, the cherries were died,

soaked, marinated, and jam was made, and it used to be...And it used to

be they’d send cartloads of dried cherries off to Moscow and to Kharkov.

Oh, there was money galore! And dried cherries at that time were soft and
juicy, sweet and a good smell to them...They new a way of doing it at that

time...

RER T L ED S APMEG o @I 0§ gk 0§ e
Frdz ko B e R A IREEE o L LR A e
=3 S = m@?ﬁ%uomugfﬁ,‘; SR PRPE I R} B x # -

Ax SN RER A R E A Pl e 2o

4 Konstantin Stanislavsky Frt VETRI > ()]~ MU= i py O A0824 A1
G T R R R G R M +BREE T HS R
R Rl S SR CRe) IR 1) syl 5 PR B o & AT >
ST ETERS o P PLE R o UL R RIS o B T
+ WA AR ORRERE  ERORICR 0 [
AREFR L > A TTEEFS -

FPMwEP 3 B Pt R e
LEqb o gL g

%Bristow, K, Eugene. Anton Chekhove’s Plays. New York: W. W. Norton & Company. p. 173.
P ST 0 1905 - (TR B T BB) - 11453 N fr 22l

17



2 ATRRER o Ar - R

PR 0> A=k Rt (s Sl o e S P A1 R
BRPOP TG B RE  BEE IR G R AT B L
frp -

- BRI R BV D S RETSI  RR S EE  ER
HIELEVIERHFORIT, - 800 = 1 06 B gt pop 3 SRl e T IEoE
RLERTH B 0RO IR

(Z) A HSHEFE
*ﬂmﬂﬁ%wﬁw’I%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%w%%%@jw@%’é%ﬁ%om%m
Fﬁ(Bertolt Brecht,1898-1956) ' I' | @ikl ~ T AelFRd "l 1 - 8 5 kE’Eﬁ';‘/— B E TR
segsEl | 53 (Verfremdungseffekt 4 5%: The Alienation Effect) » 7t Fb ’?HT/ﬁ‘Tu » B
FFIFRI R} (Epic Theatre) I R=r 3 F[pfm €7 » KA » win,?g BB A
Eb— > 71 1950 F 8 ¥ > WS PR R B o T ﬂﬂ#"&lﬁr%@gﬁ L {5 (P
J[1### * ) (The Good Woman of Setzuen ) >* » 73 fl 1[pd [Ef A28 o £ T ohgiisepl |
R TERLEIFTE A Sy VPR P TR o (R s s FTE"E?%J e
FOffRa== ) > ORI RS RIIRER I b= T RREEs R R
5 0 BPREIT AR =R - =180 ekl TS - B 1F¥M¥JF I

1 iyl g o 15 (Sylvan Barnet) ] & £(Morton Berman) 1% -

Brecht’s word for this quality is Verfremdung, that is detachment,
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estrangement, alienation. The reason for estranging the dramatic action
from the audience is to make the audience regard it critically and thus
see it more clearly, uninsured by emotional prejudices. To induce this
estrangement, to shatter a sense of community between actors and
audience, Brecht interrupted the action of his plays with such devices as
songs, addresses to the audience, and slogans projected onto the stage,
and he insisted on highly stylized acting and unrealistic scenery. *°
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--this was not really a method. It was rather a kind of aesthetic duty

demanded of the actor---for Brecht did not actually ask himself: “How can
this be done ? 7 ---Brecht did study the technique of the actor in great

detail, but always from the standpoint of the producer observing the
actor.”®
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163 T'\We are not conscious of our daily techniques: we move, we sit, we carry things, we kiss, we agree and
disagree with gestures which we believe to be natural but which are in fact culturally determined. ; fffF 1Barba,
Eugenio, etc. A Dictionary of Theatre Anthropology: The Secret of the Performance. New York:Routledge 1991,
p. 9.

1845chechner,Richard, “The Performance Studies Reader.” Performance Studies: The broad spectrum approach.
New York:Routledge 2004, p. 8.
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168 T Then what about speech ? Speech is also a form of action. Dialogue which is abstract or deals with general
feelings or ideas, is udramatic. Speech is valid in so far as it describes or expresses action. ; ff%[ fLawson, J. H.
Theory and Technique of Playwriting. New York: Putnam’s Press. 1936. p. 36.

8% awson, J. H. Theory and Technique of Playwriting. New York: Putnam’s Press. 1936. p. 36.

o5y 4y rﬁﬁvru"
87



e TG

(Rik) LI E BT FIB 5 jtableau™™ 41 » WEYHEE T - SRR -
FLE BT T O I 8 T () BRI o PSS
IS NN CUES TR tht e =2 S ARAE R ikl AR s IR Rl EA N
YRR E I LB AR S - A B TRV S
ST TR SRR 1T AR > SRy IR [ e
YR B TU@}EW{ (George Pierce Baker, 1866~1936) frl » [i# " S HIAVEL =]
FENEEID G F R ST - S R T - TR RO Py
SBUFTSE SR v @ > O SR - RIS SRR ] DR -
=R

£ 47 LUEORERSH ~ fp A HIRIRIED (SRR A - A Ul e
SRR Rl AEET R T SRR - I SRS B
B W S (M » RS0 T ~ BT o AR T IS AT B ()
(= o PSS - R - (RIS - R SR TR
TFIPURLE S o [EEaH V(e SPRESES [ - S S [ H e
I S EAEAOP [ W F ) PRI G AR TR R -

<%>%wy%aﬂ@%maﬁémpiﬁwﬂw’m@%%@%WPaMW@
(e AEIBAT ORI P R - SRR - (U 4 )

1 r?f%?[%g (Tableau) - fES A PIEREp Y H [rjiilgjw ﬁfs{];ﬁ&[ﬁﬁ_ﬁ%”ﬂﬂ;{kﬁ:, N E o
pLrisEps— % - IF“%ﬂ—*wﬂH[?‘“?p‘ﬂ? IR - ) CF1 143 ) 3556 2003 » (e
”T*FEL%&“"E'H'P>> Fid PHRE S R PRLE 6 o (ATHE - Tableau it BV AT I EAT R -
Tg;jrﬂggmrpk ﬁgf,p[ e T ﬁa'yﬁjrpj <<F,J7Kn;zﬁ%> = EJ%J%nﬁFﬁEJF);%jJ‘/‘i—7 [}L_{»;J*{ Ppﬁ%:,ﬁhﬂ
47 [ P I
R R T PR Ué.pl )
Vo 5 2004 > (ERETRCE) - SAENE
173%*&%?' 1999 » <<;J*J[‘P7?7F’TET’:E'%5KJTEJ>> J A l/ﬁf{ P F1 160
”“%HI’#‘ » 2000 » <7 R *I*%‘ %’7 %ﬁm U’?‘fﬁ‘ﬁ% F FPAIEA TR A B SR A
=S8 I/Tgﬂjf’jl‘é[‘* ' FI1-6e

Y- 4 CRIHE o

E[83

88



B R (R g fi = PR O =5g)
TR SRR SRR G G SRR R R G 03
i f F i
DVD DVD

(SPFEGTR ~ PRI [y Es il ~ S S R SN S PRIV
E 8 AOR  SIERIEEOS ST AHRD o [ RS VR O

SBR[ R AT A RS R 5
B ORI 2 o PRI o T XA SRR - T

BRI A ) BRI

B (LT 2 3 IO R0 81 - ST 9 T BT %@@m
el 7Mﬂ@Wﬁ¥yE¢¢‘FWW%@’E$ BRI g 7 BT B (S

PEVRREDH o S o s A ST PR s A R TR A R
ﬁ@%ﬁyﬁﬁﬁ@’%W@‘@q?wa&’%ﬂiﬁ i R T Rt
B SR ASCEINRY, ) N S BRI o PR
i~ TR ) SRR [PPSR IO e (g T B oA SR AL
(i CHEI NS SO

89

)



STZ ] FRESFSIUE R

(R I H OSBRI PRIIRTE A R AR

lg‘_i'*‘* ?‘t 1 ST E‘[@Hgﬂ’i?jf“ﬁg:ﬁ Iﬁ f}}ijﬁifﬁ*——? jl*ﬁﬁ(Bertolt Brecht,

1898-1956 ) M “ABEFH | 7% TIFI =) MO OBEERIG A o ]k 2 AR - KL
STH RS (Rie) I N pLF R 5 7T (SR - U

ARG (B[R TIRITE Gi) SR Vv 56T

(=) IR ) R

T A F R EL TR, (Epic Theatre) » (PIffIe il T ESE1513#
(Dramatic Theatre ) » 7 [ & » g5 v P! 5 RTFy (R4 Epotg » pplRg
BV [R5 S5 P Ry R e - RS R - OIS T e
& I [EESCE S RS

TSR R K Verfremdungseffekt » <8 (% CREITRYE | Tk (R o R EFI TS R
PR B - AR BRI T AL A Méiﬂn ViR 0 R 4 A 2 g - fF 1) 777 (B Brecht, 1898-1956)
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) Dramatic Theatre Epic Theatre
Plot Narrative
Implicates the spectator in a stage situation Turns the spectator into an observer, but arouses
Wears down his capacity for action his capacity for action
Provides him with sensations Forces him to take decisions
Experience Picture of the world
The spectator is involved in something He is made to face something
Suggestion Argument
Instinctive feeling are preserved Brought to the point of recognition
The spectator is in the thick of it, shares the The spectator stands outside, studies
experience
The human being is taken for granted The human being is the object of the inquiry
He is unalterable He is alterable and able to alter
Eyes on the finish Eyes on the course
One scene makes another Each scene for itself
Growth Montage
Linear development In curves
Evolutionary determinism Jumps
Man as a fixed point Man as a process
Thought determines being Social being determines thought
Feeling Reason

fHE1 Sylvan Barnet,etc.“Types of Drama Plays and Contexts.” Bertolt Brecht, “The Good Woman of Setzuen.” p.
585.
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