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township

student : Kuei-Chen Yang Advisors : Dr. Hsin-Yi Lu
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Degree of Program of Hakka Society and Culture

ABSTRACT

This research examines the community-building model of Sin Shih Community in Hukou
Township with a viewpoint of social capital and, furthermore, explores the relationships between
social capital and community-building. Studying through the method of fieldwork, we interviewed
the volunteers and residents involved in community activities to know the origin, processes and
promoting strategies of their community-building and analyze the key issues of their success. In this
thesis, social capital is viewed as a resource:embedded .in social network and it promotes group
actions of community residents via action and mobilization.

Our research finds that

1. The social network of Sin Shih Community is consolidated via cultural and sport
competitions, management committee and.-volunteer groups, which are organized and
promoted by Mr. Chen (the director-general of the. community management committee).

2. All kinds of human resources in the ‘community are embedded in their social network.
Everyone is glad to involve in community service and devote one’s capability. Therefore,
this gradually accumulates the social capital of the community.

3. Through participating in community reconstruction activities, residents identify themselves
and form community consciousness. In addition, residents can develop social capital at the
same time, such as trust and norm, which could encourage community cooperation and

keep community-building activities going.
In sum, the importance of social capital on community building includes: strengthening
residents’ identification, encouraging cooperation among residents to make community
organizations work well, and consolidating group power to solve common problems more easily.

Keywords : Social capital ~ Community building ~ Sin Shih community
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