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Abstract

In the past decades, researchers have often identified similar problematics of aesthetic
modernity which Baudelaire had indicated in his article “The Painter of Life” to
analyze the flaneur and dandy aspects of Shanghai Neo-sensualism. Yet, the ironic
attitude of modernity which Foucault emphasized has not been reflected in these
studies. After my general analysis.of the works of Guo Jianying who participated in
the translating, editing and painting inthe context of Neo-sensualism, | think there is
plenty of new material about-Nonsense that will-allow usto have a broader discussion
on the ironic and other/alternative aspects of interpreting. modern Shanghai.

The main reason | choose to differentiate between Guo-and Shanghai Neo-sensualism
is that Guo is not simply the illustrator of thelatter, but the keen translator of
Yokomitsu Riichi and the major essayists of modern life which Neo-sensualism also
depicts. After 1930, Guo even created a new route from within, not only translating
novels of Japan Nonsense literature, but also editing new authors in the Chinese
register. In the thesis, firstly I analyze the shared project of both Guo and the
Neo-sensualists, and the shared strategy which they used to confront the critics’
negative valuations. Secondly, by presenting the main characteristics of the Nonsense
novel genre from overseas to China, it will be clear how Guo’s works keep a distance
among Neo-sensualist and Leftist writings. Lastly, based on former analysis, | choose
the representative painting of Guo’s visual works, from western sense of beauty to the
Shanghainese modern version, and sort them through the levels of the erotic, the
grotesque and the nonsensical.

The main argument of my thesis is that Guo’s work shared the flaneuric erotic interest
of Liu Na’Ou, to settle a modern subject in materialistic writing, but Guo’s Nonsense
creation introduced an ironic aspect in this common project . Also, this Nonsense is



not a sarcastic effect of the comical , but a grotesque event. Hence, Nonsense
indicates the ‘No-content’ responding to the leftist theory about life as true content
prioritized in art and literature. Nonsense provides a means to formally think about
what is no-sense(meaning/direction), this no-sense is not the negative attribution of
the modern girl, but a new kind of affective relation of modern life of triviality and
contingency.

In Guo’s own series of identification: Modern=Nonsense=Humor, behind this
thinking, what the painter of the modern life provides is the idea of aesthetic
modernity as the critical practice. It is not the erotic of the flaneur or the monastic and
ironic of the dandy, but rather the nonsensical: a passive activity of humor.

Keyword: Caricature, Guo Jianying, Visualculture, Cultural translation,
Neo-Sensualism, Nonsense literature, Aesthetic modernity
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