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Institute of Applied Art, National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out the length and width’s proportion of Chinese
characters through the prototype experiment of collected handwriting samples.
According to the result of experiment, the length of Chinese characters is wider than
the width. The proportion is:almost close te-a quadrate. And the numbers of strokes
also play an important role in the proportion..The'square of high number strokes’
character is bigger than dow number strokes’ charactern Different type categories
cause different results. The proportion of certain type categories have the feature of
larger width than length. The result-of this study reveals that the proportion of hand
written Chinese characters is 9:11, which is not the same as the proportion of 1:1

used in contemporary Chinese computer font.

Key words: Chinese characters, length and width’s proportion, prototype,

handwriting.
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RimemolGIE T T EEEE | EEC T EIEE T BIEESC ) BYRASE - T2 TR
¥ (Chinese characters) HYIHFE 3 2K " EE Z4E ) (writing system ) (Y525t
WH9E > IEIEBNEES ~ EEEESHI - RSB R R B NS RS RIS
W IR St BT > B 20 2 Rs[E— M RATIES: » INILSEE A B
BEEAHE B IR EAYE Ty -

B E BRI R4 R E R 5 EE Ry DBk IR E R T
(5E—) ERARNEREREHEBAR LT 2 — < EFRITI R aAYEL
{ESCHAZ FET - I H Ry BB S L EH R [ TR R it &G = 2 4h » 1E
FEsh b o GERE  HGE - HeEth SR EREREFER LAY > BT - HEEEH
ARG IR TS s T 2 CHUREME AL R4 - AR
TRNETFERFERER RS MERZEEAET RGN FIRENRE  EF
A S PR RE 2 T BN LA ERVRYE - R EF IV E BB ERES
i WA FREEFVEMESETE EAVER - DL Tl FhE - FILEE

(Mandarin Chinese ) fV&& & " 7 5 ~ shan > fEREFEsEAYEE B " soa” ~ soai” ~
sian ~ san > (R FEEMNEEE Ky Tsan ™ ~san” ) fEERESEE Ky [saanl | fEik
PEEE R Tnai o EREEERE R TAY ssan > FEHEERE A TXOF c yama R S
A~ san o BUAHYET RIR R 2 SRRV BT - SARIEAAEI B R B T 78
BT 8 R B &R ST -

PRI B T M B T I S T R T B A e o AR B
RAESE ~ BRI ARG T8 T HE e tEt R A -



WETH 5 HAN B AR A4 - TR SRR S TR S LR X
ARRIBERTRHFERE < SARAMTHI RGN « SR AYEFEIR] > DU Z 1% S R
HI RAY @Y B2 & 5% F- /2R Johannes Gutenberg BHAARENIEE
48 [EHIERF UL AE R o _E 2 Rl - (IR & AR R S 3 aG i 1 ROlo iy e il A &
R A SRS FIUAY A - & 400 T T AR EE P E R T R E

AR BT AN HE R 2 HaET 2 T » BT AR - —
E5kE 9 (Eit4 -

B — (AR EES - BRR S AERE - LHEEGHIR T =2
B o B [E R (E (R - AR R T AN E - SEEFHYE 30 (one
character) & {E75 J7HY TRk (alphabet) I LAEFRE 1 a] DIEs B EMH ERERE A > D
— BN ELAENE - (EA AT DUKEE TSR 75 EE2 8 3000 fii " characters | 7f ke LIGIH
H YRS > T 6000 (i characters | A K&YFE ${5 25 25 5 55 s SRR A
(Ager, S. > 1998) » EJ i BRI AV B H T I EL BB 2K
TR R ~ PRI SRS M characters | ZIEFEHYRML ©

EFFEREA R - RENRETETIRRG  BREEE R N RS NS
TAWHFREER A S LB ~ il ~ OB~ (B EEMERMN S » TS
AT HAE - AT St LAF BT S - Al DUSHCSKEEE » IR R PG 7 $HEHE A+
RERS A A 0 3 at H B - BEDUEE T R4 2% 2 3000 ~ 6000 # 2 FEHY

"characters | HEHE - BANHEKEANIIER  SREFERREETR
st LARWIFERRRE TR B R AT - MR eGSR PR = i E TG E - 1
BRI WA ST R Rt TEEB RS o AR EHAERIEER -
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SR B LR A AR AR A A LA T S B G R AR B — R RmiE A
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AVEDRHMEEL » T2 —UIAVES e = iy 1 BB A s TR R AN - PHERFTHE
A B9 2 28 R RING JF A 5 A TR I S5 (40 S0 T SR SR B T 2 DA B E
(Typographic Design ) B & ATRRRAVEZEF A » WAL T 7R 2 807250
1y T x-height | ~ " baseline | FrELAENT &5 RLARLR - RIS LLARARAVENT - 32
st LEEA REHEA A S A SR TR B 2RI IR AR LR A A
EFAEETHIES (AR MR pa e i AR B — 2 IR TR
5

H#EETR =5 ¢

3t

i T OB E AR IT LU RS (prototype ) BFFT/ARYIERE » —(EFTHY
AIREMERE TR T ST o] DA S8 LIS O B O B B8 R _E B8O Y T
T B LR AERES » EF N LD E B SN ERE L T EF 8 ERY
PR > FEWIIZE 7 aat e BRSO - RIS R 2 B AT DIRE A BRI AT
AR & SRR R AR IE TAF - 55— T RIsZ I FE RS DL T 55 SO R
AR ARV BT T RERICHEREG TR (M
Filam 52 Ay 1:1 EEGIERLG) il 7S F B aS A - AMEBF B CFRAAR
A OREA T IR A B e R P2 Jeg 1] EH A EE 1 R & » DRI ke DA— (e Ry 2y
IRFFEIHIACE - £E 21 A F R OCFHARSE M TR I BRI S FR B/ Al
B FERZ AR = B TR AT RRHIBAS » A —20C A S iE R Fe i SR Ao f ]
PR AT FE i R AR AT EE W] AR R & SR 5 o] FAYAS RS -



AW RAE HHVE NS R TS @A RS R ABNERET T

TR TR SRR E EAVAETT - 28I fFR S Ee A iy H AL AR - (RIS R

ENUISNE- 2 NS

LR RAELAE -

2 HE TR R R R bR EAY

3/FHREI S MERIS TR  character | EEIELHIA » R EELLALET 4

FIFEAYAY 72 5

45| NEEIWER - T iREEEE T | charactery, FAT(EAVEZENE -

5.5 AFHERIEEET AN - 7 METHARNDGEEE T/ 8 E T B85  character | tf
PTGy 25

m

o

L EHYRETRETR » Bt E T R R EEAVAE AR RS

=H— o EEE RIS T abjads writing system ~ alphabets writing system ~ syllabic alphabets writing
system J% syllabaries writing system ZE D E03%58 5 B T AVEE 247
¥ > semanto-phonetic writing system » 25 —F#E R BT 0F
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SRS S TR (8 5 S 5 B I S e P s R A
ST+ LSRR i A B BT A L PR

2-1. EE A FEFHIEE 44 (Writing Systems & The Writing System of Chinese

Characters)

TR RGEERIT SIS - B8 20 HCHEES 2R F - AR
SHVER e S PEHIS (Sampson, G. > 1985) » [fiasea RISy F ARG THIE A P
BRI AT REE > H R T R iR R R H S TR E R SRS T S
AT INBE L EEDUAEIR S SRR G 9E & AT DS A [F R 8ehy AL
BRI - ERSER LML T2 | AR RIRZ 285 - 1

FEREEE SRR R EADRAANR A NI SRS 1R FOCBE A LU
NS =N PR s Pa BN et R E S TS REEXER - IPVNER =T

TR ARG A LIS RRE 5 200 S BRI s SRt E s TSR E
Sl EhE T e S B2 L1555 S (spoken language ) 5 Ryl = 520 F 220/t
FEHR R B NIt nER R R 25 H > FH ARGV E K5
B N ER ARG SE R  BER AR = TEIG:
FOP A B AR AT - (B R AR S 2T 5 ERRGEITRE TERHY
sl S MR S E B ARG LR i B EE R T LEEERES
B M ERE S A2 5 R 2 IR B EhRE (% - I B TRFREE ~ B H 8 ~ RESLER
HVER RS > BB SR T NS E RS > W A Iy 17 > w2
BRAN S AT S AR [FIHYE B R TR E R AR TE - iR A -



AR ITE S/ - HAGIRERHVERRT - EE ASHE H A - —HI”
BB HRE B SENER RS2\ - kAt
AV EsR - PAHSCR G A — AR H 3T 2R EF R Z40 (mixed system >
Geoffrey Sampson Hy733) 1 » S5 — 0 BUARR H GBI =HFF &4 (F
Bt~ R RGEY) BHSHEFBIVEE (Ager, S. > 1998) -

ENEFHEER RGN R T BUMESE - ARE L - G TERE
BHIEE L4 (semanto-phonetic writing system ) JzaERE Kz & 2147t (logographic
system ) » R 2 E AN E o AT DL BUE FA RN RV R E S

( Dongba script ) Je AN Y Eris R SSRGS ~ IS RISRIE SO B (Linear
B) 7 BIREI—HH (Ager,S. »1998) < "EMIHE B AMTIEEE RS HALT

SR IR AR -

1.[FF i S BOEA R SR AGHD AR ARFIEE > AR EEE -
EXEE A L—FZ R BRI R iR 245

2. MR RSV ot HAERE - EEEE TV MRS I R g e - 7 RE
EREE ~ SRR T RS o R ARG H BV E R A
AR 5 R LD - FECAEREERIRY % -

3B HIVE R AT BOY SO s hs NJSE S 88 i R HIPE B - 17EPa 7Y £
BIRCE - EE ARG Z R - EARTEEERINRE - NI R RldF G
B A -



2-2. R b RRETHIRE 2

FRIFEEHE S B e s DV E A § S BT FIRVE A 2 b R
ERAVEES TR SRS AR & B LIT - 2AMAE A 2% MY J575
iRy T RIREE T AR S BN 25 - I AE 48 F BIRHER 770430 Bl R K SR
BT A TG 75 S LRE T . e KA TR PRIAE A P 7 A 3 e 3 e Y < J AR T
TRIECAG » I B -REAM R T5%ET ) fYEENE - BVEAE T design ) —AlAVIRE SN
REBBEIY 2 Hi > A/ DAVEG R TG ST e SR (A ~ RS SE  (E
AR D R B AR S S A B 7w T s IR U BB T TE &S
ne e PH T AT T typographic design | A= T EElTRAV(E A LR - HAERTY 0]
TR ECRE TIEAL o AN AT GEBAYE * PETRIR s THIRE S T A8 ST E sl =
1 » BAEAE AR B T REAE S BN B I A R34 a T ER
Stz B [ F o H i M A A e« R AR gE e s R A Ay s
HE R ZE RS A KRR A PRl B B B GRS E BR A FF e K R BT
FHIRAE - RS — (E IR B

PETEIN TR REEENEEMSEE ERN TR R - R CEE
o MISCFAHRBRRYENRIZES - J. Gutenberg By B8 EF - W8I I BOMAYEN R i
ey o AEFRIY—ETECA - ETRIRCR TEESE © AT ). Gutenberg FHEE={HY A.
Darer RIIAfE RFR AT AT 2 S0 (RRIBEETE Koftism ) - 2 S ki T 561
JRCE T S mT B faRat Al - I H R R R ELBIEUE - DU 2T 2R
S B —(EmryFE A - St AE R ETTIVERICRS (Fraktur) BEAREINVEES
Fhe o BRAATDERL A4S (Trajan alphabet ) HY5#G > SCEKFY 1525 FEHIAR
() TUnderweysung der Messung 5 ( FfE 2-1) (&b ENVHAN G - EiEEE

BIUE TG EIECUERTYT > ENRZIN s BRI FRF QR TRZ 1 DUR AT

10



FASC SR FANRA ISR, ) 22 o - #ESR A. Durer (Y FRE(YEE BIRIEREE T C

AYELT ERE 5% (BRAES [HERR TN AU S FHI IS LAY A. Darer FiTzHY
EAINE » EHEEAes o A AIRE - Ho [ 7 E2HHH SR KHEA I
W HY Al R I A T ENRIEEET Y TAE - ISR FRHHA R AR AT A RE

(Meggs, P. B. » 2006 ) °

S —g 4, G

2-1vAlbrecht Durer AR LI ZE

( '8 Underweysung der Messung > 1525 )

LHERY A Durer Z1&HYAE] A Geoffroy Tory Jit 1529 A ik Champ Fleury
HEERAM I ARG T TTAY R (E 2-2) - G. Tory B ABGHILEBIRESS A
TR T2 o RMERE T S E TR E NS (5 RlBl5 g 7R
Bl o SSAMIER R A. Durer (YEEZE S - RGP AT ERVBURNE - E%EHE
FEREE ERE RS A BT Rt Ty BN R R — P T AT =
B H D ERGTE BE - W B Rl ARG R R AR AR 45 -

( Meggs, P. B. » 2006 )
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2-2.Geoffroy Tory )5/\\ .'fCI:mamp-Fl uryJ'-“?PE’\jb?_@%ﬁgﬁﬂ% (1529)

Le Corbusier 4474925 Eﬂ?ﬁ}iﬁ’g':ﬁ-{}rbanisr}leg _.%:’A‘Ej% Louis XIV (LA
« IR Le Corbusier AR MR TEGHEN Y 00 P KA BB 31
(TR R T KT 2 ST 20 FEBSEIRNE - HUZEHT Nicolas Jaugeon
VAT T - LIRTRAEEIE | RV | (LA BT - 1
Haglhs (grid system) |- - — (B LA AT TR MRk 64 2505 - THS(E/ Ny
S5 STREFE IR 36 %05 — (R MO A TRERY 2308 MY R
BIHEAITR - SRR SRR T 1690 SR8 T Romain du Roi , HURE: ( FLIE 2-3) -
e R IS 2 oA T R R B0 s TRV 2 A B ey
Bt - 77 ELE S U S SR - T SRR BT T i Al BT
BT LI AR REHE BT AT RS A B D R B3 2 - DU
AT R B R W T A RSB AT 2 TP 5
SRR T ERE | ST B S H - (Y AR
# o (Meggs, P. B. » 2006 )
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2-3. Romain du Roi Z£#8 ( HHE Thinking with Type » 2004 )

2-3. PE 7RIS AR

ﬁusﬁ@um’@ﬁ%mi%mﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&@%’E¢%
R R e S TREER B + £ R AR T point
R Tpica ) A AR B eI © LRSI R A
ST - 1E 19 HHEER RS RI R AR SRR - T LABEIAC R A
B SR BT T 3 FUREE 1P T ABIEIFAR AR - R Ty
ZHI4 (Lupton, E. » 2004) » Rt A UBASERISLE ] » R EINTE S 25002 E
P ITHAR R » g SRR RS  FTLLES LSRR KA AR R
WHFAE » DUSET R » R R T S R A AR i - S O
5 T -

PR 772N > D5 AR 5 R I B B R R A R B T
"x-height | ~ " baseline ; ~ " cap height | ( R 2-4) FEMLG - BRRGAE i
& B T FRFT IR E RIS AEE - SeETEl A BT IR E R © FHR
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RS ARG E FAR P AR LAY AR 22 R RT3 T 5l T LR R A Y A A o
A — B S LUEE - A REL A S T A R RHE RS _ERYRCR - R T
PEAHAL T FRER PSRBT MR TR SEHIE T ERRME LT %
fee LR DL YA MERR 80 » — D5 T Y PRRGAED HFE S 55— 7 T AT L 72 SR FE AR HY
ERARY BT AMREIRIEIE KORER > FTfR MY 4% A S BT
PG HY ST FE BB AT LUZERHY -

ascent  ascender height

cap haght

mean ling  median
x-height

baselineg

dascent  descender haight

2-4. $I T FRITEGE T AR AL CHE Nayor, M. » 2007)

2-4. BT TR R R R

ET TR ATE AR KRR W oS E R 11 eSS m AR Rl
Zi& > FIOHEGT DU GE THFR TR R E 19 tag - Hpaiiga
T LBV E A I AT St RO EN IR 2 Bl R e ie Lt
KEBEEFEEZF HE T BB LML ENRIE 7Y aea T 2l & £ a'E _EAHZE
IR BEASCNEHIBINE AE M EE - WA HCEAZREIRIFY SR $ -
S—(EMRERE 19 a2 1% - BEERMHER AT AT R TRk, 29
HGHE T K R AR A - W AEE LR P TR S RS AR TR - D
ETHIFEPG] > RETEHREEACA KSR R R EGETSUE - SRS 20 g
REVEAL i > TR AT I 20 A AR R E R A B A Re 2 o - 22(H
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