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Abstract

In this thesis, | take into analysis the singular events in which the disaster of
technology and the voice of freedom occur in Melville’s Moby-Dick according to the
Heideggerian insight into technology. In the essay “The Question Concerning
Technology” (1955), Heidegger considers “Enframing” a way to understand the
relation between technology and Being in the late modern age. Enfrmaing demands
that mortals obey the challenging claim to dispose technology and at the same time
summons them to think more while restricted by instrumentality. In other words, in
light of Heidegger, we are given a vantage point to unveil the extreme danger as
embodied in Ahab and to find out the saving power that Ishmael fosters in the modern
whaling world Melville presents.

In the second chapter “The Pequod-as the Site for the Challenging Claim,” |
probe the challenging tendency of Enframing that the Pequod embodies. Around the
whaling ship, everything is overwhelmingly put into the order for use. This is
completed by Captain Ahab’s abuse of technology and science, and his manipulation
of oratory skills and tactics. His two mates, Starbuck and Stubb, albeit dealing with
the call of Enframing in the mode of pessimism and optimism in an upright manner,
have actually reinforced it. In Moby-Dick, the good moment of questioning Ahab’s
interaction with technology has happened to them. And yet since they have failed to
elicit thinking, they choose to follow Ahab’s way and become doomed. Here, the
decisive cause of this disaster is clear, that is their giving up of reflection and their
consequent lack of action.

Hence, in chapter three, “Ahab’s Relationship to Enframing as the Precipitous
Fall,” I discuss Ahab’s denial of further thinking and his espousal of the
anthropological definition of technology, further exposing his arbitrary responses to
the call of Enframing and his fulfillment of the “fate”—the radical alienation from his
own Being. Then, in chapter four, “Ishmael’s Relationship to Enframing as the
Emergent Growth,” | am concerned with Ishmael’s preparation of thinking and his
criticism of the anthropological definition of technology. | sketch out his persistent



responses to the call of Enframing and his bringing of “destining”—the emergent
proximity to his own Being.

In sum, the Pequod is the thinking ferry traveling between Melville and
Heidegger. Through Heidegger’s reflection on the issue about technology, we realize
for the first time how pivotal the Pequod’s role is in the whole novel. It is not just
something mechanical or instrumental; on the contrary, it embodies the crucial task of
thinking about “Being in modern time,” especially for us after the gulf of Mexico oil
spill in 2010. Briefly speaking, this task cannot be achieved without any human
beings on the ship. But there are two drastically different ways to respond to
technology in Moby-Dick. Ahab’s unthinking brings about the disaster of technology
while Ishmael’s meditation cultivates the voice of freedom. In a subtle manner,
Melville unfolds the dialectics between the danger and the saving power through their
contrasted ways of response to the call of Enframing at the same site.

Keywords: Moby-Dick, Melville, Heidegger, technology, disaster, freedom, ontology,
Enframing, thinking, Being
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