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The Localization of the Illustrations in Taiwan’s Female
Fashion Magazines from 1996 to 2009:

A Cultural Proximity Perspective.

Student: Ching-Szu Wang Advisor: Shu-Chu Li, Ph. D.

Degree Program of E-Learning
College of Science

National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

Illustrations play an important role in female-fashion magazines because these magazines
use illustrations to capturesconsumers’attention and to emphasize their contents. This study
adopts the cultural proximity perspective to examine the changes of the illustrations in three
Taiwan’s Female Fashion Magazines.

Female Fashion Magazines in Taiwan can be sorted into three categories: the first is
local female magazines, the second is international Mandarin version of Japanese female
magazines and the third is international Mandarin version of Western female magazines.

This study selected one local female magazine, one international Mandarin version of
Japanese female magazine, and one international Mandarin version of Western female
magazine. Using the method of content analysis, this study examined the illustrations of three
magazines from 1996 to 2009 in terms of their localization strategies. The data analysis how
that the findings are in general congruent with the propositions of the cultural proximity

perspective.



Key words: cultural proximity ~ localism ~ globalization -~ female fashion magazines
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25 1998.10 * 304 156 108 69.2 9 5.77 26 16.67
30 1999.3 * 326 156 66 42.3 10 6.41 30 19.23
36 1999.9 * 312 131 41 313 4 3.05 28 21.37
49 2000.10 * 468 195 71 36.4 4 2.05 22 11.28
54 2001.3 * 484 213 71 333 1 0.47 23 10.80
60 20019 *» 548 240 93 38.8 14 5.83 40 16.67
71 2002.8 * 344 164 61 37.2 22 13.41 15 9.15
75 2002.12 394 198 74 374 12 198 9 4.55
79 2003.4 500 239 82 34.3 6 2.51 48 20.08
85 2003.10 * 576 239 65 27.2 19 7.95 28 11.72
88 2004.1 » 360 185 70 37.8 16 8.65 28 15.14
97 2004.10 * 476 222 66 29.7 20 9.01 20 9.01
101 2005.2 *# 340 159 33 20.8 0 0 13 8.18
108 2005.9 510 226 83 36.7 6 2.65 29 12.83
113 2006.2 * 378 201 26 12.9 6 2.99 12 5.97
114 2006.3 * 536 307 92 30.0 10 3.26 39 12.7
119 2006.8 * 396 207 34 16.4 0 0 13 6.28
129 2007.6 * 352 194 69 35.6 1 0.52 11 5.67
136 2008.1 * 290 151 29 19.9 2 1.32 17 11.26
139 2008.4 » 516 233 71 25.1 2 0.71 38 13.43
145 2008.10 * 488 246 118 48.0 6 2.44 23 9.35
148 2009.1 316 162 56 34.6 0 0 24 14.81
150 2009.3 456 191 71 37.2 0 0 34 17.80
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