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Design and Failure Behavior of Composite Wind Blades

Student : Zheng-Ping Chen Advisor : Dr. Tai-Yan Kam

Department of Mechanical Engineering

National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the design methodology and failure behavior of
composite sandwich wind blades. In the shape design of a composite sandwich
wind blade, the appropriate blade shape which can produce sufficient twisting
moment to rotate the generator is determined, the airfoil aerodynamic conditions
are incorporated into the blade element theory to calculate the wind loads on the
blade, and the matching between generator and wind blades are designed.
Several tests have been performed to verify the suitability of the adopted models
for predicting wind loads on the blade. In the structural design of the composite
sandwich wind blade, the finite element code ANSYS is used to perform the
structural analysis and determine the lamination arrangement of the blade. In the
failure analysis, the progressive failure processes of the Im and 2.5m long
blades are determined to determine the failure locations, failure modes, first-ply
failure loads, and collapse loads of the blades. For the 1m long blade, the
difference between the theoretical and experimental collapse loads is less than

17%. The theoretical maximum wind speed for the 2.5m long blade is 131m/s.
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% 2.503mEF 2 FRFETHAS R

Normalized Lift Lift Lift Lift
Radial Coefficient | Coefficient | Coefficient | Coefficient
Distance | Wind Speed | Wind Speed | Wind Speed | Wind Speed
(r/R) 4.5 m/s 6.7 m/s 8.9 m/s 11.2 m/s
0.03 and 0.08 0 0 0 0

0.13 0.2695 0.8077 1.1504 1.2206
0.18 0.056 0.7449 1.1505 1.2397
0.23 0.0221 0.6578 1.1342 1.2315
0.28 0.1352 0.7147 1.1341 1.2283
0.33 0.2243 0.7774 1.1249 1.2197
0.38 0.2773 0.7991 1.12 1.2112
0.43 0.3015 0.7937 1.1098 1.2027
0.48 0.3077 0.7729 1.1005 1.1938
0.53 0.3078 0.7488 1.0866 1.1849
0.58 0.308 0.7281 1.0787 1.1739
0.63 0.3083 0.7102 1.0651 1.1559
0.68 0.3093 0.6949 1.0443 1.1275
0.73 0.3117 0.6825 1.0255 1.0999
0.78 0.3165 0.6734 1.0062 1.0838
0.83 0.3224 0.6653 0.9861 1.0537
0.88 0.3255 0.6512 0.9636 1.02
0.93 0.3185 0.6193 0.9213 1.0137
0.98 0.2787 0.5311 0.7986 0.9935
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% 3.503mEF LA Lo £ixt

Radial Distance (m) Chord(m) Twist(degree)
0.000 Hub diameter 0.00
0.724 Hub diameter 0.00
0.838 To be computed 30.00
0.968 To be computed 27.59
1.258 0.737 20.05
1.522 0.710 14.04
1.798 0.682 9.67
2.075 0.654 6.75
2.352 0.626 4.84
2.628 0.598 3.48
2.905 0.570 2.40
3.181 0.542 1.51
3.458 0.514 0.76
3.735 0.486 0.09
3.772 0.483 0.00
4.011 0.459 -0.55
4.288 0.431 -1.11
4.565 0.403 -1.55
4.841 0.375 -1.84
5.030 0.356 -2.00

4. ImE P ERfeEL T NAELETR
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X

y

X

y

0

0

1

-0.16096

0.00307

0.008584
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-0.10315
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0.202589

0.104985

0.788161

-0.04115

0.226383

0.110704

0.767732

-0.02997

0.251015

0.116037

0.746749

-0.01876

0.276398

0.120928

0.725189

-0.00764

0.302431

0.125347

0.703093

0.003312

0.32901

0.129259

0.680542

0.014042

0.356024

0.132626

0.657602

0.024486

0.383357

0.135404

0.634278

0.034503

0.410889

0.137544

0.610634

0.04401

0.438497

0.139005

0.586784

0.052989

0.466051

0.139739

0.56282

0.061393

0.49342

0.139652

0.538831

0.06917

0.520659

0.138635

0.514672

0.076366

0.548034

0.136571

0.489959

0.083106

0.575423

0.133431

0.464762

0.089417

0.60268

0.129275

0.439205

0.095318

0.629669

0.124205

0.413397

0.100812

0.656275

0.11837

0.387446

0.105892

0.682404

0.111954

0.361455

0.11055

0.707965

0.105098

0.335535

0.114791

0.732877

0.097922

0.309786

0.118603

0.757066

0.090544

0.284304

0.12196

0.780466

0.083072

0.259185

0.124844

0.803012

0.075585

0.234531

0.127269

0.824645

0.068158

0.210436

0.129234

0.845316

0.060859

0.186986

0.130722

0.864979

0.053747

0.164269

0.131709

0.883583

0.046838

0.142365

0.13219

0.901061

0.040092

0.12136

0.132181

0.917368

0.033508

0.101329

0.131653

0.932484

0.027129

0.082358

0.130546

0.946431

0.021073

0.064545

0.128783
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0.959248

0.015476

0.047988

0.126363

0.97098

0.010474

0.032818

0.123242

0.981682

0.006209

0.019253

0.119269

0.991411

0.002871

0.007896

0.114029

0.006381

-0.00642

0.006794

0.099852

0.016525

-0.01001

0.01903

0.094514

0.028151

-0.01238

0.03283

0.089821

0.040966

-0.01425

0.04773

0.085259

0.054881

-0.01597

0.063523

0.080542

0.069863

-0.01769

0.080141

0.075602

0.085892

-0.01942

0.097547

0.070443

0.102943

-0.02116

0.115733

0.065122

0.120986

-0.02292

0.134651

0.05964

0.139985

-0.02469

0.154226

0.053948

0.1599

-0.02647

0.174404

0.048044

0.180685

-0.02824

0.195148

0.041969

0.202288

-0.02998

0.216413

0.035753

0.224651

-0.03168

0.238147

0.02942

0.247709

-0.03332

0.260291

0.022982

0.271395

-0.03486

0.282778

0.016447

0.295632

-0.03627

0.305547

0.009834

0.320341

-0.03757

0.32855

0.003194

0.345436

-0.03872

0.351731

-0.00344

0.370834

-0.03955

0.375005

-0.01009

0.39644

-0.04004

0.398287

-0.01676

0.422147

-0.04067

0.421531

-0.02341

0.447858

-0.04151

0.444707

-0.02995

0.473492

-0.04133

0.467755

-0.03634

0.498913

-0.03952

0.49063

-0.04262

0.524414

-0.03714

0.513677

-0.04891

0.550155

-0.03494

0.537077

-0.05522

0.575994

-0.03248

0.560773

-0.06149

0.60179

-0.02943

0.584708

-0.06767

0.627451

-0.02599

0.608821

-0.07368

0.652896

-0.02235

0.63303

-0.0795

0.678035

-0.0186

0.657248

-0.08513

0.702782

-0.01481

0.681389

-0.09053
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0.727058

-0.01108

0.70537

-0.0957

0.750788

-0.00751

0.729101

-0.10063

0.773903

-0.00419

0.752487

-0.10534

0.796333

-0.00122

0.775435

-0.10985

0.818012

0.001351

0.797851

-0.11421

0.838874

0.003474

0.819655

-0.11842

0.858855

0.005119

0.840777

-0.12248

0.877897

0.006274

0.861135

-0.12643

0.895943

0.006943

0.880633

-0.13038

0.912943

0.007147

0.899205

-0.13434

0.928855

0.006931

0.916813

-0.13827

0.943639

0.006351

0.93342

-0.14214

0.957271

0.005469

0.948985

-0.14596

0.969732

0.004351

0.963467

-0.14974

0.981013

0.003053

0.976829

-0.15348

0.991101

0.001576

0.98901

-0.15723

1

0

1

-0.16096

CE PR BEPIGERER R R % 4m)

R B i# (m/s)

1 0~30(%E 43) 0~0.5

2 30~70 1.5~2.3

3 70~100(F =) 2.5~3.5
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26 . FHE LT EV REGE

#= % (W)

# #c(rpm)

F B4 %2(N-m)

4 47 3= 4E£(N-m)

F £ (%)

51.6

50~56

9.855

9.052

8.15

7. 7. NACA 4418 ¥ 7] *b 3% & 158k 3

Upper Surface

Lower Surface

x/c

y/c x/¢

y/c

1.0000

0.0019 | 0.0000

0.0000

0.9500

0.0189 | 0.0125

-0.0211

0.9000

0.0346 | 0.0250

-0.0299

0.8000

0.0622 | 0.0500

-0.0406

0.7000

0.0855 | 0.0750

-0.0467

0.6000

0.1044 1 0.1000

-0.0506

0.5000

0.1185{ 0.1500

-0.0549

0.4000

0.12700.2000

-0.0556

0.3000

0.1276 | 0.2500

-0.0549

0.2500

0.1240 | 0.3000

-0.0526

0.2000

0.117210.4000

-0.0470

0.1500

0.1066 | 0.5000

-0.0402

0.1000

0.0911 | 0.6000

-0.0324

0.0750

0.0806 | 0.7000

-0.0245

0.0500

0.0675 | 0.8000

-0.0167

0.0250

0.0500 | 0.9000

-0.0093

0.0125

0.0376 | 0.9500

-0.0055

0.0000

0.0000 | 1.0000

0.0019
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2. 8. NACA4418 . Re=1x10" f i 2 jr 4 Ak

Reynolds number | ¢ Co o

1x10° 1.81 | 0.20583 | 20°

£9.25m A fEE AR <+

type | Chax(mm) | Cpin(mm)

1 300 100
2 300 50
% 10.25m A fEF © A0 45 % % 2R
type Qmax U Op A S
1 86.7 8 20°~0° 350 10
2 72.1 8 20°~-5° 6 5

Z 11.6KW 2 3 S8 P e e ~ 258 ~ b i 7 fie

fiy 317 (W) | i fic(tpm) |42 (N-m) | & 47 b i (m/s)
120 30 20.8 3
200 35 37.5 4
500 45 76.1 4.8
1000 55 143.2 8
1500 65 163 11
2000 80 210 12.8
3000 105 330 14.4
4000 120 467 >16
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212 IKW 3 THEEY e 22 R E TR

"] A1 ¥4 3 (W) | ## Hc(rpm)

F= #(N-m)

A4 B i (m)s)

1000 180

53.05

5

# 13.3KW % 7 # |+ 5t (Maximum 5KW)

B 213 5 (W) | # dc(pm) | 42 2 (N-m) | F Fb i (m/s)
1000 40 35 4
2000 80 100 6
3000 120 170 9
4000 160 250 10
5000 200 300 14

Al

314, = &

FRVLPV B B2

Omax(MPa)

o(m) | Load(N)

i & Solid954-Shell99

0.121 78.845 102

LRl

0.1224

79.6 102
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Z 15, A TR Sk

g MAT=1 MAT=2 MAT=3 MAT=4
- PS (B ¥ %
(MKS) | gt 53 5 ‘& /847, > (Zzb ) HE | 48(6061-T6)
E, 3.648E+10
Ey 3.648E+10 1.000E+07 | 3.226E+09 | 6.89F+10
E, 3.648E+10
Y x 0212
Yy 0212 0.3748 0.375 0.35
V., 0212
Gy 2.637E+09
Gy, 2.637E+09
Gy, 2.637E+09
%16, £ 2 b 222k RIERET 5 5 03m)
FEE #4adt % % (cm) | b i (m/s) | & 4 (Pa)

1 0~10(FE +5) 3 5.513

2 10~17 5 15.31

3 17~26 5 15.31

4 26~36 3.3 6.67

5 36~50(FE &) 3 5.513
217, F 5 REAE R e b ORIERT &5 03 m)

E | FEkE | A1TE | FA%
1 0.418 e-4 | 0.454 e-4 7.9
2 0.334e-4 | 0.358 e-4 6.7
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% 18. Graphite/Epoxy(Q-1115)ct 4 4 #

Material Constants

Strengths

E,=142.5 GPa X1r=2193.5 MPa Xr=0.015393
E,=9.79 GPa Xc=2457 MPa Xec=0.017242
E;=9.79 GPa Y1=21=41.3 MPa Y= Z,=0.004128

G12:G13:4.72 GPa

YC:ZC:206. 8 MPa

Y= Z,=0.021124

G,;=1.192 GPa R=61.28 MPa R~=0.051409
V1,=03=0.27 S=78.78 MPa S=0.016691
023=0.25 T=78.78 MPa T~=0.016691

219, F A AR R A 47 B R [0°/90°/0°/907],

: Experimental | Theoretical Difference
Failure ; : Ansys
o a’h failure load failure load F_1
criterion F>(N) -1 %
L(N) Fi(N) L
Maximum o0 64| 317.74 290.12° | 268 | 8.69 |15.7
stress
Z 20, &V B < []?ckf’ T TR
. Analytical strength
) Experimental "
Laminates Theoretical Ansys
strength (N) Error(%) Error(%)
strength (N)
[0°/90°/0°/90"]; 2675 2350 6.78 2263 154
+ 21, I AR /R e R e R
XT XC YT YC ZT ZC S R
576.44 | 601.2 | 576.44 | 601.2 | 576.44 | 601.2 64 30.17
MPa MPa MPa MPa MPa MPa | MPa | MPa
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% 22. Whiffle tree &5 s %

] #2.

T L

Il

() | &= 5 f (k)

B A5

= # & + RTM 780

126( % £ 15kg)

AL

% 23.

A At

Failure criterion

Load direction | Ansys F(N) | Laminate number

Maximum stress +Y 480 8
# 24, &= "UE G 4

Failure Load Experimental failure | Ansys

o o E y
criterion direction load L(N) F(N) rror(%)

NMaxi
axtmtm +Y 1236.06 1032 | 16.5
stress
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205 P SHHPEE

HE % & (kg/m’) | 3R % £ (kg)
PS 13.62 SH 021 0.192mm)
By 1170 18 |2.19(2mm)
IR R 1870 BB 1.7 (2mm)
4%(6061-T6) 2702 R 1.45
B o 7850 FER 4.21
% 26, 4E(6061-T6) 4441 55 &
F &+ Mpa B+ Mpa T R4 Mpa
ERa R 255 255 131
1= 9 B 290 290 186

427 L4 B E

¢ 2 ¥ 5 R (mm) | 6(MPa) | t(MPpa)
1 5 31.1 1.89
2 2 79.7 4.95
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% 28. &

3

3 ki 60 m/s %

A= %8 (m)
4-8 0.128
2-4 0.256
2 0.468

s g

B

%29.25m¥E & 7 Kk pidk R iE 2 =¥ (4-8%)

i * B IR

R

b ig (m/s)

B R

B R = 8 (m)

Bt 4 BORER]

-Z

83

8

0.15

%30.2.5m¥E ¥ 45 LR R # (4-8% )

b | AR & (/s) | B 4 (Pa)
Z 131 10511.1
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&\ b [24]

P

C

U

B 3. *F k44

B4 3 F 3l 22 scd o i m[24]
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—hREE

bR E e

i, i

B)S. 5 B4R 2 ik B % BI[25]
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1r{}

-

RIS FAX B T 4 & jEH
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B 9. 4 AAf HHF i Al st

] O

N =T h/2

» mid-plane

-hi2

B 10. 45 4 80 % & & 35 fp 7 % B
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Note: circle i i™ load increment

w,
B 11. & A% Fu B 627 2,
\ A, x1
8
AT T y
- /

(.

a2
r‘"'_"" y2

Tiz —

*crl

Bl 12. 47 £ L5 A 4 e 2
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B 13. S809 ¥ 4] ¢k 2% A 4% BE 7 4L B2

=y
Cmb
=

r’/R

B 14.5.03m £ ¥ ¢k 35[27]
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—— T mmﬁﬁ%ﬁ
—=—T] mmﬁ%

1 - B

B 16. % p Rl
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B 17.NACA 4418 ¥ 2w

B 18. NACA4418 ¥ A5 st & 2 2 124 %l
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B 19.25m A & F 3 ¢t 35

a0
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

—+EREI
= ERsELR

M-m

a 5 10

més

B 20.25ma fEEF A7 kR id <26
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A2 <ANE BB EHEW
= A#mk
—a— @ Fomis

BFomis

pm

B 21.25mh 4 F 93 T #8042 -3 #c B

ELEREETE e
r 3o
AOIREe T

Biii

Load

B 22. AP Ansys & fic



WODAL SOLUTICH o

JUL 2 2010
STEP=1

cus — 00:55:01
TIME=

Uy (BVE)

DMX
SMN =
SMX =.304E-05

-78.79 -61.281 -43.772 -26.263 -8.754
-70.035 -52.527 -35.018 -17.509 .304E-05

B 23. R AFE %757 1, ]

B 24. 50cm & % B A F 8 A
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B 25 BB AFFHERS N

Bl 26. £ % @ iFiEse
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Bl 29. AT M E» BRRAREE

7.00E+01 — ] SRR g A |l

6.00E401 L i=O

5 00E+01 s "o ed |

4.00E+01

3.00E+01

2.00E+01

1.00E+01 +

0.00E+00
0 200 400 G0 800 1000

B30, Bp% 1 % B~ i 5 10%)
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5006401 -
4.50E401
4.00E401 % 4 |
3.50E401 - s 1t I
3.00E401
2506401 Y
2.00E401
1506401 -
1.00E+01 -
5.00E+00

0.00E+00 -
0 1000 200 300 400 500 600 VOO

B 31 BRE2 kB B F 10%)

ELEMENIS

6 /& (3k 28 4% 4 /855 ) shell99
%A (4% & #2):s01id95
HWAB X

B 32.50 cm ¥ 5 Ansys i -7 7 B
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i
Wi

varwag g sl

uAwed g, 20

B33, Ffre L3542 R 57 L E

2500
2000
1500
b =mwa

1000 ——Ansys ST

500

Furst-ply failwre load
Q T
a 2 4 ] 8
u (mm)

Bl 34. B iE AT F-u B 7% B
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apter plate
Composite blade

031008
..... *Saddle & L | |
b
i
i ousteos | oosaaes otoent| oasenee m | \
Spreader Lar
,,j D3t |
| — Load cell
/i A B ¢ D -

B 36. 3% BFBEAE KBRS R E ¥ hf 4 (H )
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@] 37. Whiffle tree § 4 % %

B 38. Whiffle tree & 2 -+ %, B
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FIEFSXY ~ SXZJ& At #|ErSX Sﬁ%?‘}&iﬁ e

ERTED

AR EAT I S5 B

B 41. F 2 AR L 78427 3B

!ﬁ;EHMI

|
0.067Tm -4 (2

B 42 ELRFIHKAHEE T 1B
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B 43. 1 m & 57 Eep gk = (E :m)

MOCAL SOLUTION et

REe=i
2B =1
TIHE=L
=0y

A=
RIVF=)

0K 33 201
dl:1:El

(RIS

B =. 0T

BN = BI3TH0E
20 = 2HED

™

0.067

=, I BE&R T . & MTEEET HEEE Y 1dTEs00

<. @ L= b3 £ ] sRRE=EY FEET 23 ] shob=di

B44. 5~k XY > % g4 (2 :m)
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..._—"'-'--‘

) e

—_— s -/_ Firgt_pl}-' failure load
400

/.

o 005 0.1

015 0z 0.25 03

u(m)

Bl 45. ImF F 247+Y > o BAm TR p d B Fuld e R

B 46. &£ g < 41 LF
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W47, F £

¥ODAL SOLTTION
ATER=1

0N =1

TaME=l

ay IAVE)
REYEmQ

X =, 023172

3 == JOLE4NR
S¥X = J11E+08

LBILESDE
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ELENTHTS

UL 14 2000
LEIDERDR

MHRE A

T R E R

B 51.2.5m £ 5 Ansys & #i7 R B

BT

| O O :

300

1300
E {r:mm

B 52 £ gadni R #Hi=% 7 3B
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STEE=1 T R i L)

BHH =~ ,B1&E+05
GHE =, §F9E+09

BRI

=
=, 318E+ = JDEE+ [ i « FAEHIS d
= ALIEF04 DIiE K7 ' L BB
2 -
B 53. 22 B4 T &R
NODAL SOLUTION -
soee-: L
SUB =1 U
TIME=1
5’4 (RVE)
R5¥5=0
DMX =.128345
SMN =-.133E+0%
SM¥ =.124E+089 /
-
-.133E+03% - TSTE+0Z -.138E+02 . 334E+08 L955E+02
-.104E+08 -.471E+08 L991E+07 LETOE+02 L124E+09

B 5448 RABBATES vy v s = LW



NODAL SO0LUTICH

SUB =1

TIME=1

57 (BVE)
RSYS=0

DMX =.256571
SMN =-.263E+03

SHX =.23ZE+0%

—.263E+09 —-.153E+09 -.429E+08 . 6872E+08
-.208E+0%9 —«973E+08 . 122E+0% . 122E+09

F ulwm

JUL 7 2010
22:52:55

L177E+09

. 232E+09

B 55.2-4 kB ATE S vy 24 7 4 F

HODAL aciimIca - -

SITF=1 T

SUB =1

IhE=1

I 1RV
LAYR=8

REYE=0

o= e
RO ==, JEIE0E
R = 104E+08

0.15m

= kR = 1MEC3 = 204 BEE L0 AR08
= 1#E = TANEHN SEEEAET EPEE+RE

T 2010
22128128

AHEHIE

BI56. 4-8% F & ¥ 5 K B %~ K sxz b iy 4
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140
Wind speed (m/s)

120

100

e'/"-‘

aal
A

)CI/ W FEirst-ply failure load
/ i
|
/ I
J
. el .
ol o2 03 0.4 0.5 LIR -]
Displacement {m)

B 57.4-8 & £ ¥ -Z % % 8RR D i 2 A8 M A
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Pl R BR R R PR

VL
f/‘k’

dELAFETREQ rpm & b i M %
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FhBESRATRETBLE £
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