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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the postfeminist discourse in two popular American television series,
Sex and the City and Ugly Betty. It aims to examine whether postfeminism signify the
advance of women’s status or the regression of feminism. | argue that contradiction or what
Angela McRobbie calls “double entanglement” is the underlying motif in all postfeminist
characteristics. It offers “a dualism that both stand as a critique of social norms at the same
time as reinforcement for those same norms:it is-critiquing” (Gennaro 248). Its purpose is to
appeal to women of both sides—those with traditional ideology and those with feminist
consciousness.

There are four chapters in my thesis. - Chapterone is a-literature review on the new
theory postfeminism and a brief introduction on the two American TV series that | analyzed
in this thesis. Chapter two focuses on'two postfeminist TV attributes proposed by Amanda
Lotz to examine the postfeminist discourse in both series. ~ One is an attempt to deconstruct
the binaries of gender and sexuality and view “these Categories as flexible and indistinct” (12).
The other one is an illustration of women’s contemporary struggles posed and examined
within these series. Chapter three explores the question of women’s subjectivity and
objectivity as well as gender relation in the postfeminist age. It discusses how postfeminist
perspectives affect representations of men and women and their relationships in these two
series. Chapter four is a summary that highlights the main points of the previous chapters.
My conclusion is that rather than living in the age of postfeminism, we are more like living in
a postfeminist fantasy where gender relations does not change as much as most people think
or imagine it does. Television series may be a good site of negotiating gender relation, yet
audience should always be alert of its implicit counter message; that is, strengthening the
traditional norms.  Nevertheless, though it is impossible to change the dominant ideology
overnight, they still deserve a positive comment for their original intent to challenge, reflect
and negotiate with it.

Keywords: postfeminism, postfeminist discourse, gaze, gender identity,
gender performativity, Sex and the City, Ugly Betty
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