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From Hsiao Mei Yuan to Yun Hwa Yuan (1922-2011):

Actresses' Views on Hakka opera troupe

Student: Yu-Jui Li Advisor : Dr. Lieh-shih Lo

College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and
Culture National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This ‘study intended to construct the life histories of the two generations’
actresses of Hsiao Mei Yuan-and Yun Hwa Yuan by conducting in-depth interviews,
field observations, and literature analyses. From the angle of women’s history, the
management of Hakka opera troupe and actresses’ life were observed.

From its beginning, the first generation troupe was dominated by men and that,
due to the increasing trend of actresses, it was important to control the women. Those
who became actresses because of marriage, adoption, or their parents’ remarriages had
only limited options in their own marriages and lives.

During the 1960s and 1970s, with the changing socio-economical conditions, the
needs of indoor theatrical plays were turning slim so that the male members—few
already—»began leaving their groups and changing their careers. Yet, the actress found
their way and prolonged the age of Hakka opera. The outdoor temple plays that were
tightly embedded in the culture and conventions still required to be carried out by the
second generation troupe. Therefore, the actresses, who had played the other roles in
their true life, started acting in the outdoor plays part-time or semi-professionally,
although the pay they received was meager. Such a random need for them to perform
provided a reason to leave home and gather temporarily.

The future of these aged actress’ troupe is fading out just like their age. With
local grassroots culture having received much attention recently, the preservation and
development of Hakka opera has been strongly supported by the Hakka Affairs

Council and local governments. A number of Hakka opera troupe began actively



participating in government-held contests in an attempt to win opportunities to
perform publicly in a tour, which requires maintaining conventions and instilling
modern delicacy and helps promoting their troupe. However, this opportunity of
returning to indoor act plays is not entitled to those aged actresses’ troupe, which will
be replaced soon by newly formulated one that are led by men and have superior
capabilities and resources.

The life and marriage of these actresses are the result of confinement and
oppression that come with framing their life in a socially traditional way. They mostly
complied with conventions, but through performing they found their own stage after
midlife. By gathering to perform, they broke out of the restrictions in life, found goals
and emotional outlets, and earned brief moments of freedom. To maintain such
freedom, they made efforts individually and collaborated to run their troupe. The
struggles they had when confined. to life and marriage are the theme of the writing
about Hakka women’s real emotions and appearances. Their stories are unique,

diversifying the profiles of Hakka women.

Key words: Hsiao Mei Yuan, Yun Hwa Yuan, Hakka opera troupe, life history,

marriage, women gathering
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