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Swinging Between Two Families :
An Ethnographic Study on the Identities-and Sentiments of the
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Abstract

In this study, a new concept concerning women is introduced, which suggests
that their families of origin and families of marriage are inseparable. According to
Kottak (2005), “in the era of globalization, people move from one place to another;
therefore, some of the borders and the distinction of different social classes are either
widened or eliminated....Under the condition of constant moving, these people know
how to operate with multi-identities, in accordance with place and condition.” As it
can be seen from this research, Indonesian Hakka women indeed connect with the
interaction of Hakka family members between Indonesia and Taiwan. These women
not only emphasize their identity in accordance with people, things, and conditions
but also recognize their multi-identity as being Chinese, Hakka, and Singkawangese.

According to the results of this study, the migration history of the Indonesian
Hakka women who immigrate to Taiwan for marriage may be divided into two
different parts: moving within Indonesia and moving between countries. Among all
the respondents of this research,-it was found that those with migration experiences
inside Indonesia could uniquely promote and-improve the economic capacity of their
families of origin-as well as enrich their own working experiences. The interpersonal
relationships they build up during the migration process will also extend to the
interpersonal network in their families of marriage. Moreover, different generations of
Indonesian Hakka women have different attitudes towards Chinese people, which
may occur due to the influence of anti-Chinese policies by the government. However,
they all recognize Hakka culture and draw close to each other through this recognition.
Additionally, the interaction found. while cooking is one way they distinguish
themselves from others. Moreover, food is also a way they find comfort while living
abroad.

The first chapter of this study describes how Indonesian Hakka women have
grown up with Hakka culture in Singkawang city, Kalimantan Island, Indonesia.
However, the government’s anti-Chinese policy has resulted in different backgrounds
for Indonesian Hakka women from different generations. The second chapter will
discuss these women’s lives in their families of origin and their migration history, as
well as their married life in Taiwan. The third and fourth chapters are the core of this
research. The third chapter will start with a discussion of “In-ni Ma”, a term in
Taiwanese that refers to female Indonesian spouses in Taiwan. The discussion of this
term will focus on the stereotypes that local people have about them, how they
connect and interact with their families of origin and families of marriage, and the



sentiments hiding behind their cooking. As seen in their life experiences, the fourth
chapter will deal with the identities they have during the process of migrating. Also,
this chapter will compare Hakka characteristics in Indonesia and Taiwan from their
viewpoint. The recognition aspect will be dealt with by asking questions regarding
adjusting to a new place or eventually finding a true home. The last chapter will adopt
an ethnography case study to discuss the study of new immigrant women and the
Hakka community for the purpose of expressing the richness of Indonesian Hakka

women’s life and the interaction of Hakka culture between Indonesia and Taiwan.

Keywords: migration, family, Indonesian Hakka women, history of life, sentiments,
identities, ethnography
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