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I-JU CHEN FLUTE RECITAL

STUDENT: I-JU CHEN ADVISOR: YI-HUI LIN
SUPPORTING PAPER ADVISOR: TZYY-SHENG LEE

Recital Program

Theobald Boehm: Fantasy on a Theme from Schubert for Flute and Piano, Op. 21
Carl Nielsen: Flute Concerto
Franz Schubert: Sonata in A Minor "Arpeggione”, D. 821
Max Meyer-Olbersleben: Fantasie-Sonata for Flute and Piano, op. 17

The program above performed on Sunday, January 13, 2013, 7:00 pm in the Recital Hall of
the National Chiao Tung University. The Recording CD of recital is appended on the

paper.

Supporting Paper: Analysis and interpretation of

Carl Nielsen’s Flute Concerto

Paper Abstract

Carl Nielsen (1865-1931), the greatest and most respected Danish composer, is also
considered to be one of the most creative and unique composers of the early twentieth
century. Nielsen’s works are various and complex, covering a wide range of genres.
Although the late 19" and early 20™ centuries saw many radical changes in musical style,
Nielsen remained true to his own unique approach. His early instrumental works followed
many conventions of the Classical Period, mainly Mozart, but his formal structures were
influenced by his Austro-German contemporaries, including Brahms. In later years, he
wrote compositions that reflected his life philosophy; for example, his third Symphony,
Espansiva, is about the optimistic attitude of humans concerning external things, for he
believed that strength of life can conquer all suffering. The title of his Fourth Symphony,
Det Undslukkelige, concerns the inerasable spirit of humanity (or “will to live”), even
during its darkest and most difficult times.



Nielsen’s Flute Concerto was composed in his later creative stage, in 1926. In this
period, he started to explore new musical performance techniques and achieved the peak of
his mature style. From this concerto it can be observed that Nielsen’s desire in the latter
part of his career was for pure, simplistic, and contrasting music which combined classic
music material with modern compositional methods. His music showed a definite trend
toward the spirit of Neoclassicism.

There are six chapters in this paper. The First chapter is the Introduction. Chapter
Two starts from Nielsen’s background as a composer, introducing Nielsen’s life and the
influence of the artistic and cultural scene in Denmark. Chapter Three examines the
stylistic changes in his six_symphonies, dividing his music into a classification of his
earlier and later styles.” Chapter Four features an analysis of the Flute Concerto, and
Chapter Five is about the interpretation to the performance of the work. The last chapter is
the Conclusion.

Keywords: Carl Nielsen, Flute-Concerto, Danish Composer, Music Analysis, Flute
Interpretation
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of Holger Gilbert-Jespersen.” (D. M. A. thesis, University of Colorado, 2002), 13.
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Chandler. "The Arcadian Flute: Late Style in Carl Nielsen’s Work for Flute." (D. M. A. thesis, University of
Cincinnati, 2004), 95.
% Nielsen, letter to Carl Johan Michaelsen, 13 September 1926, quoted in ibid., xxvi. f#EEYH ibid.
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22 Aladdin, Op.34, FS89 (1918-19).
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contemporary French composer Theodore Dubois (1837-1924). #EE{H Beth E. Chandler., ibid, 97.
> Arthur Honegger, Politiken, 26 October 1926, quoted in Petersen, ed. xxix. #iH{ [ Beth E. Chandler.,
ibid, 98.
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Chandler., ibid, 99.
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%" Robert Simpson, Carl Nielsen, Symphonist, with a biographical appendix by Torben Meyer (New York:
Taplinger Publishing Co., Inc., 1979), 24.
% Ibid, 23.

13



fEdnt7% > FS29 » A ERVERRA t Al AR b & S AR At AR B R
17 > MR ERE AR COVRULEMAE 28 Zealand HH LAY — T TREEAEE 21— IR =T
FEERVELERUE - [ERAELIRBIFIALH - 2R HHTRTEHE » 38R THIEER
BheEERE « T BEANIRA S N AR S YR IHERE Y o (BB AR E ey Ty
BERTRIELAHY - SR ESHT (The Choleric) - /2##HY (The Phlegmatic) - &4
fty (The Melancholic) FIZ&EIf ( The Sanguine)- = | *JE R R4 A (L8 AISE=E 45
TAEMEHER B BEHELEH THVZEA REERER AR - 3] B2 [RIRYSErH (B4 - It
{Eah TR ERAR B A R 5L OB Bl R EES

FESARITE dn SIRHET X JE AR RS B EE Bor 2R - BB 15 ) B R Al F
T4 BE RIEE BMEEmREEES - B ESEER e E R ~ Y B EAYfE
EEoh - JERAR I R T A R SR R - SOARERH = 1 1 R & - B s

AR i JrE B T A VR A R AT » TR (B i 1] DG BIALR: B BoRssefgny 5 058

L o

=N (389 ) (Sinfonia espansiva) {Ein -+t > FS60 (1910-11) - FHXX
FEEAE A EANER (B LBR HEAE I A » M ERN40E
HE EAENRIE « B RS R I B AR e d ek ) th R

B AR SO RS SEIRRE B B SE RS M Se B 445 - IR (H TP &

% Robert Simpson, Carl Nielsen, Symphonist, with a biographical appendix by Torben Meyer (New York:
Taplinger Publishing Co., Inc., 1979), 53-54.
* Ibid, 56.
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8 Carl Nielsen. Living Music (Levende musikk). Translated by Reginald Spink. (Copenhagen: Wilhelm
Hansen, 1968), 24-37.
¥ Robert Simpson, Carl Nielsen, Symphonist, ibid, 21.
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3 Beth E. Chandler. "The Arcadian Flute: Late Style in Carl Nielsen’s Work for Flute." (D. M. A. thesis,
University of Cincinnati, 2004), 30.
% John C. G. Waterhouse, "Nielsen Reconsidered," Musical Times 106 (1965): 426.
% Jack Lawson, Carl Nielsen, 20th-Century Composers, (London: Phaidon Press Limited, 1997), 150.
% bid, 153.
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% Robert Simpson, Carl Nielsen, Symphonist, with a biographical appendix by Torben Meyer (New York:

Taplinger Publishing Co., Inc., 1979), 95, 102.
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0 David Fanning, Carl Nielsen. The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians ed. Stanley Sadie,
(London: Mucmillan Publishers Limited, 2001), 891.

*1 Robert Simpson, Carl Nielsen, Symphonist, ibid, 112.

2 Jack Lawson, Carl Nielsen, 20th-Century Composers, (London: Phaidon Press Limited, 1997), 190.
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** Johannes Fabricius, Carl Nielsen, 1865-1931: A Pictorial Biography, (n.p.: Berlingske Forlag, 1965), 69.
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