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The Cult of the Three Mountain Kings in Tungshih - Taiwan

Student:Jui-Chih Lo Advisor : Dr. Lieh-Shih Lo
College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture

National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This study was based on the research of Tungshih local history. On the one hand,
this study focus on researching the origin of belief of Three Mountain Kings, on the
other hand, interpret the uniqueness and regionalism of Three Mountain Kings by
situation of holding ritual. The contribution of this study is to draw a conclusion to
collect the alternation of belief in the Three Mountain Kings by rituals of Haven Gods,

Mazu, Kuanti, and Earth God.

First, this study reviewed the literature of Tungshih development history in
eighteen and nineteen centuries, and drawing the connection of Tungshih
development, the origins of forerunners, and believers of the Three Mountain Kings
by the epitaphs and literatures from field survey.

Second, this study concluds the commonality and difference in the festival of
the Three Mountain Kings in Tungshih by collecting the related data and comparing
the ritual activities through attending pilgrimage, and rewarding the god troops.
According to the analysis of the data, the finding of this study showed that the belief
was more traditional when people near aboriginal defense line. On the other hand, the
belief in reserve area had more variation and declined.

Finally, to figure out the reason of this distribution, this study analyzed the
relationship between the Three Mountain Kings and the other gods, like Haven Gods,
Mazu, Kuanti, and Earth God. This study showed the status transition of the cult of
Three Mountain Kings in Tungshih was affected by other gods.

Key words: Tungshih ~ cult ~ The Three Mountain Kings ~ Haven God, Mazu, Kuanti,

and Earth God, Hakka
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