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A Hakka Folk Artist Hsu Mu-jen's Diversified Musical World ( 1944-2012 )

Student : Meei-Jou Yeh Advisor:Dr.Lieh-Shin Lo

College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture
National Chiao Tung University

e ﬁ%ﬁg,[

Mr. Hsu Mu-Jen is a Taiwanese Hakka folk artist. His magneficent life and
performing experiences make him a great witness for Hakka traditional folk
music. Due to the transition of social environment, traditional folk songs were
lost and ignored. With the awareness of nativeness, the government starts to
preserve the traditional cultures and to explore more art works from older
artists. This thesis is to study the life span of Mr. Hsu Mu-Jen and his art
works. Combining Mr. Hsu's life experiences and his art ability lead to this
core research of his folk'songs’s characteristics.

There are five charpters in this thesis. First charpter is the introduction. We
discuss the writing of folk song lyrics and creation therories which include
musical forms of Pa-Yin (octameter), Beiguan and dramas. We also analyze the
current state of Hsu's play. We explain the reserch methods and special terms.

The second charpter is to review the published articles, references and the
present status of the folk artists. We assess the importance of these art works
to the Hakka culture tradition. We discuss the relationships among Hakka folk
song’s origin, development, characteristics, forms, drama and Pa-Yin and the
importance of preserving them.

In charpter three we elaborate Mr. Hsu Mu-Jen's magneficent and
diversified musical life. There are two sections. Section one is the biography of
Mr. Hsu Mu-Jen. With his unfortunate fate, he is still very optimistic in
conquering the life difficulties and suffering. Mr. Hsu finds the meanings of life
and self esteem from his musical world. Section two talking about his learning
process and his performing life. We show Hsu'’s pursuit against his life destiny
of being a fortune teller for the normal blinds, and instead, by self-teaching,
learning from famous teachers in playing various musical instruments and even
teaches his followers.

Charpter four, “Analysis of Impromptu Folk Songs by Mr. Hsu Mu-Jen”, is a
technical analysis of his work. In section one, we use the framework and



pattern of impromptu lyrics to analyze Mr. Hsu's folk songs and their lyrics. In
section two, "Speak Thoughtlessly”, we explain the differences between “speak
thoughtlessly” and “sing thoughtlessly”, and show the key points from the
book “Hsu Mu-Jen Sings Thoughtlessly”.

Charpter five is for conclusions. We summarize the characteristics of Mr.
Hsu Mu-Jen’s folk songs and the research goals. The author hopes this study
can let people be aware of the traditional arts passed down and encourage
people to create and write folk song lyrics. Let the folk songs to be naturally
write and sing thoughtlessly.

Keywords: Hsu Mu-Jen > Hakka artist > Sing Thoughtlessly > Lyrics Impromptu
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