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Abstract

QUEI is a multimedia musical composition inspired by connection between religions and
arts, based on the story of a religious idol- Kui-Xing in Ming-Sheng Temple, Yun-Lin County,
Taiwan, which was meant to be burnt during Japanese Domination but somehow bumped out
of the fire pit and was rescued by a local villager, a tale the author regarded as conquering
obstacles of life, a main theme this composition inherits. Using number of strokes in
calligraphy symbolizing abstractly the religious figure, the structure of the composition-
including.time signatures, movements and sound interpretations were formed. Other related
symbols and its extension were applied, including soundscapes in temples of Taiwan,
religious function of Kui-Xin and background of the burning crisis, etc. Theories of
communication like Elements of semiology by Roland Barthes illustrating the application of
semiotics, and The Sacred and the Profane- the Nature of Religion by Mercia Eliade to
introduce the similarities between music and religion in the concept of time and space,

together as a core of concept in the piece QUEL.

This thesis shows how to use symbols as context, processed by compositional methods

into structure, real-time sound and visual processing.

Keywords: electroacoustic music, percussion, Kui-Xin, semiotics, real-time visuals.
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Instructions

Motion Capture Device:

Computer Audio Control: Patch Name Default Button I )
Patch Name Default Button Channel The Start of a Word or
[Pitchshift] 1 Enable/Disable 4,5, 6 Motion Performing
1(2,2,2,2) Q s . The Continuous Lines
2(2,2,4,4) W ohs indicates which channel ~ The End of a Word or
3(7,7,19,19) E to be enable/disable; Enable channels Motion Performing =
4(10,10,17,17) R when Line appears, disable if not.
5(7,]4,-7,-]2) T EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
6(5,12,-3,10) Y Computer Video Control: Incon}muous Line means
7(5,10,-5,10) U P Ongoing Manual
atch Name Default Button > .
8(2,17,-2,-8) I . 3 . Performing ( Drawing,
[Start/Stop] Spacebar -
9(-2,3,7,19) (0] Writing, etc. )
7 Ste A
[Echo] 2 (7 Stars] : :
L . Continuous Line means
[Flanger] 3 (Burning Sun] 3 Ongoing Automation
R Video] D Performing ( Animations )
everse Video
[Off] Disable the patch
E:g;?f;:fu':t‘g:awr : [NAB] F Note: the video control patches are
which enabled the Full's . bind with cross fadf: effects. Users
atch ull sereen nter should press them in sequence as
patch. Mode the score indicates. when reseting
(Ex. [Echo  Off] ) the patches, press them in the correct

sequence and press "G", which is the
default button of the first patch, triggered
when start up,

* 3 Bl e iRt b E L e
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Instrumentation

Percussion Group'!
Pei-king Opera Small Cymbals. 5 El/)\Ngi
Hi-Hat HAll B S

Percussion Group I

Pei-King Opera Small Gong HE /NG
Temple Blocks (5) AR (D)
Floor Tom MG

Percussion Group |
Pei-king Opera Big Gong T B R R
Snare Drum /INGY



Motion Capture Device

* <> Glass as Screen

Hollowed Table,
Holds the Glass.

0 Sets of Infrared Ray LED
@ @ Attached Right on each
Q Walls, Beneath the Table

Filling the Space with
Infrared Ray.

An IR-Filter-Removed,
Vsisble-Spectrum-Filtered
Web Cam ( Capture Only
Infrared Ray ).




On Stage

Screen

Computer

Percussion I Percussion II Percussion 111

Projector \1

PA System
(®)

Motion Capture
Device



P.K. Small Cymbals:
Level of opening =

Rubbing

Stop Rubbing but
Don't Seize the Sound ES =

m v

T—

Clapping

Play like Finger Bells

1L

Hi-Hat:
Level of Opening

Wide Narrow Clap

Strike with
P.K. Small Cymbals

As Above, But Strike
with Both Hands

The Opening Level
When Striking with
P.K. Small Cymbals

i ™

Instructions

Floor Tom: .

Playing Positions ==
Edge Center

Middle

Level of Pressing
the Membranes *@
—

o7

B.O. Big/Small
Gong:
Playing Positions ——s—r—

Center  Edge
Middle

Mute Hit =
2=

=
D

Playing on Palm Place on Palm

—

Snaire Drum:
e e

Playing Position T Cener
Middle

Temple Block:

Low to High
Pitch

Motion Capture Device:

The Start of a Word or 2
Motion Performing =
The End of a Word or Py

Motion Performing

Incontinuous Line means
Ongoing Manual
Performing ( Drawing,
Writing, etc. )

Continuous Line means
Ongoing Automation
Performing ( Animations )



Instructions

Computer Audio Control: Patch Name Default Button Note: the video control patches are
Patch Name Default Button Channel bind with cross fade effects. Users
[Pitchshift] 1 Enable/Disable 4, 5,6 should press them in sequence as
1(2,2,2,2) Q R The Continuous Lines the score indicates. when reseting
2(2,2,4,4) \ cn3 indicates which channel  the patches, press them in the correct
3(7,7,19,19) E to be enable/disable; Enable channels sequence and press "G", which is the
4(10,10,17,17) R when Line appears, disable if not. default button of the first patch, triggered
5(7,14,-7,-12) T when start up.
g(g’ }(2)"2’}8) 5 Computer Video Control:

(5,10,-5,10) Patch Name Default Button

8(2,17,-2,-8) 1

9(-2,3,7,19) 0 [Start/Stop] Spacebar

7 St A
[Echo] 2 [7 Stars]
Burning S S
[Flanger] 3 [Burning Sun]
R Video] D
[OfF ] Disable the patch [Reverse Video]
behind this indicator. [NAB] .
press the button
which enabled the Full Screen Buter
patch. Mode

(Ex. [Echo  Off])
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JE 46T

N h )

T F e

) HR B Heht EE AL SRR LE I ik
MR B se Channel B ; o
[Pitchshift] 1 Enable/Disable 4, 5, 6 A AR RAR RO e R S 4
é 8;2“23 % ~ — o % B EREAEF R IEEGIE
2,4, —————————Ch3
3(7,7,19,19) E THRAKRAEMEILE E I Wk BB BEEG eHE 5
4(10,10,17,17) R HEMFAE— > = 438 - — B B % .
5(7,14,-7,-12) T Lt
6(5,12,-5,10) Y TSR 2
I10si0 0
9(-2.3.7.19) & [Start/Stop] Spacebar
[Echo] 2 [7 Stars] A
[Flanger] 3 [Burning Sun] S
[Off] % TR B E s [Reverse Video] D
Féﬁ Fﬁ‘[j % 5)’[% %% °
NAB F
(Ex. [echo Off]) [ |
Full Screen Enter

Mode



Effects

Sampler mechanism:

Patch name Sampler, a sampler which has a buffer size of 1000ms. Its playback is
reversed and the speed is set to 75% slower. 4 sets of pitch shifting mechanisms are
embed, causing harmonic like-sounds; parameters of the patch indicates the chromatic
steps assigned to the mechanisms respectfully (Ex. “2,2,2,2” means all mechanisms do
a major 2" pitch shift).

Chorus mechanism:

Patch name Chorus, function as a chorus effect.
Reverb mechanism:

Patch name Reverb, function as a reverb effect.
Afterimage mechanism:

Patch name NABgI, function as a motion capture and afterimage mechanism.



Animations

{ Stars:

An animation mechanism which draws out the constellation Big Dipper, also a
constellation related to the religious figure Kui Xin.

Burning Sun:

An animation.mechanism which draws out a big burning sun, embodied with the
meaning of Japanese domination in 1937 in Taiwan, burning, task and obstacles in life.

Reversed Words:;

A reversed film recording of a burning-paper-that has a Chinese word written on it,
which stands for the religious idol Kui Xin'is; embodied with the meaning of surviving
from disaster, presented by showing the reversed process of burning.



Forewords

This piece is about the story of a specific religious idol-called Kui Xin worshiped in Ming-Shen
Temple, Shi-Ding Village, Tai-Shi Town, Yun-Lin County, Taiwan. The idol is one of the gods who is
related to learning and knowledge fulfillments. During the domination of the Japanese in Taiwan, the
Japanese government proclaimed Japanization towards Taiwanese people in 1937. One of the legislation
was to burn all religiousidols, an act signifying that the religious realm is taken by the Japanese Gods.

Fortunately, this idol jumped out of the fire pit, escaping the fire, and was hidden safely by a local
villager. The idol is then returned in the 1973, Ming-Shen-Temple, continuing its duty.

This is a story of having faith, surviving from catastrophe and.returning.

Pinda D. Ho
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