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The Influences and Implications of Local Societies to Three

Mountain Kings Belief, in Taiwan Miaoli

Student : Yung-En Lin Advisor : Dr. Leih-Shih Lo

College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture

National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This article is focused on the observations and investigations of the four temples
of Three Mountain Kings.in.Miaoli County. Methods of investigation the author has
applied are document study, field survey, and participant observation and interview to
discover the connection between the belief of Miaoli Three Mountain Kings and the
local societies. This essay includes three major parts to discuss the influences and
implications of local societies to Three Mountain Kings belief in Miaoli, Taiwan.
They are, first, to investigate the local societies, second, to observe the operation of
temple organization , the third, to study and analyze the ritual activities and records.

The author has observed and recorded important annual rituals of four Three
Mountain Kings temples, such as worshiping (he-fu), giving thanksgiving (huan-fu),
attending pilgrimage (yang-nau-ngied), holding birthday celebration for the Kings,
and the ritual to worship the ghosts (pu-du). Specifically, a detailed comparison and
analysis of the differences of the activities of offering rituals to thank the Kings and to
reward the Kings’ troops in these four temples is focused.

The analysis of these rituals of the four Three Mountain King's temples displays

two perspectives of the belief. Er-lun Temple inclines to be a type of force based



ritual whose offering is more of rewarding the Kings’ troops, and the forms of its
rituals have been changed the least. Whereas the other three Three Mountain Kings
temples (Da-hua, Kuo-wong, and Miaoli-xi) incline to another form of rituals which
are more of literacy perspective, the ritual of Three Consecrations has been prevalent.
And their rituals are relatively changed greatly. With an in-depth observation on the
rituals of these three temples, one can find that they also demonstrate different levels
of change.

The conclusion of this research is that these four temples are of the same Three
Mountain Kings belief, yet of different perspectives on the presentation of their rituals
due to historical and cultural-background of the establishment and the evolution of
different social societies. Therefore it implies that the influences of the cultural of

local societies play significant role on the belief.

Keywords : Three Mountain Kings, local society, temple organization, annual rituals
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