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The Reflection of Teenager’s Mobile Phone Consumption

— From Symbolic Consumption to Distinction

student : Yung-Chieh Chou Advisors : Dr. Liang-Wen Kuo

Institute of Communication Studies
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

In the symbolic consumption society, mobile phone, like other fashionable
purchadic , has already contained more complex and deeper meanings by the
application of marketing strategy; the advertisement of media and the individual
interpretation for mobile phone-from consumers.Ameng the mobile-phone-consumers,
teenager is indeed a very speeial group.-lThose teenagers who focus on fashion,
pleasure , idols worship, and are -influeneed deeply by peers and media are

constructing their own mobile phone- consumption sub-culture .

Because more and more popular teenagers consume mobile phone, this study
adopts the notion of symbolic consumption of Baudrillard according to the
characteristic of teenager-consumption and attribute in contemporary consumption
society, and tries to depict configuration of mobile phone consumption of teenagers,
including, the various disquisitions: the articulation between mobile phone
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consumption and the image of consumers”, “ the consumption of emotion symbol”,
“ the interpersonal network among mobile phone consumption”, “ the aspiration of
difference and particularity of mobile phone consumption”,

However, in order to question the different context behind the mobile phone
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consumption of teenagers, this study also combines “Distinction” view of another
scholar —Bourdieu, to probe into the context of teenagers’symbolic mobile phone

consumption with such constructs—taste ~ capital and distinction.

Keywords: capital, distinction, symbolic consumption and taste.
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