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Internet and Collective Memory:
Initiating from Dragon Soul in Taiwan Baseball History

Student: Wu Ching Tseng Advisor: Peichi Chung, Ph.D.

Institute of Communication Studies
National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

For all the baseball fans of Wei Chuan Dragon team, the winter of 1999 was
incredibly freezing. Though Dragon team won the final champion, Wei Chuan corp.
still disbanded Dragon team in the name of economic recession. The fans campaigned
the first baseball street demonstration in Taiwan. Afterwards, they shifted to Internet
and continually construct the collective memory between Dragon fans. By means of
ceremony of collective participation in internet, we see the soul of Dragon never ever
fade away.

This research is the first one which discusses “collective memory” under the
context of internet. It not only-explores how. “collective memory” coheres internet
community but also talks about the influence of internet upon memory construction.
By adopting qualitative approach research;-this research also selects Dragons in the
Badcow BBS as case study. Three research method are adopted—text analysis,
intensive interview and participant observation. 1761 internet posts are used and 16
fans are selected as interviewees. Also, the research also gathers the multiple
information of both online and offline to depict out more clearly what Dragon fans
memory look like.

It is found that fans’ collective memory goes through the present and the past. It both
proves Halbwachs’ present approach and fits Schwartz’ historic viewpoint. Besides,
collective memory can also draw a distinction between “us” and “others”. Meanwhile,
the board chief owns the power to shape the way of expressing and interpreting
memory on internet. It shows the imbalance phenomenon and chasing game in
discursive power. Fans also adopt two strategies in constructing their own memory.
One way is selective memory used to represent the past glory and condense the
identity. The other one is disguising themselves as victim to strengthen the correctness
of memory.

Internet, as a memory carrier, can bring possibility and constraints at the same



time. Though internet supplies connection channel and raises participation level, it
cannot reach so-called rational discussion. In this way, the opinions easily go to the
extreme and stir up dissension. The representation of memory is getting more chaotic
because of the floating identity in internet. The hypertext also upsides down the logic
of liner description and brings about cracked memorial pictures. Nowadays, fans can
only embrace fragmented memory by yelling out their grand past glory. In sum,
internet can give a temporary shelter for Dragon fans to keep the memory. Only if
fans can use online discussion and offline activity, however, the memory can have
chance to remain forever.

The research, first of all, draws back to theory study. The concept of “collective”
has gone beyond traditional space-time idea because of the development of internet. It
is a network based on online and offline relations and brings about more uncertainty
to memory construction. Contrary to baseball history discourse controlled by
governmental and commercial power, fans can get rid of these two restrains and
display a possibility of down-to-top description ability. Also, fans precisely manifest
by internet that how the process of collectivermemory construction can understand the
past, solve the present and forecast the future. In‘this way, every group should cope
with memory more cautiously.



