X -~ = 2 ) %‘i“
Bz o2 i =
R FEET FFY AT
oL oz

CCES S T F R T

Gay Saunas: Mapping Queer Space and
Performing Gay Men’s Sexuality
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Abstract

My thesis is aimed at investigating how gay sauna patrons can freely perform a
wide range of dissident sexuality and how the spatiality of sauna impinges impact on
gay patrons’ sexual identities and erotic expressions. Taiwan’s gay saunas, as a part of
queer landscapes, have constantly generated multiple meanings and made undeniable
influences on gay men’s sexuality and personal lives. They provide gay men with
erotic site/sight to explore sexuality and to expand-their network and communities. In
particular, they seem to offer an escape from various oppressive apparatuses of social
and sexual lives in real world.

My analysis on the performance in gay sauna will focus on: how sexual
interactions between gay patrons are structured and conducted; how the setting
functions to enhance sexual.communications, negotiations and encounters; what
strategies are taken by patrons to satisfy their sexual needs. In my investigations, |
will apply Richard Schechner’s theories of performance and Victor Turner’s theories
of ritual. These theories allow me to explain the rules and codes during the ritual
process in gay saunas, which intrigue bodily communication between the clients as
performers and spectators. | intend to elaborate the correlation of space, performers,
spectators and the elements that determine the process of a ritual performance.
Furthermore, by employing Turner’s theory of “liminality” and “communitas,” | aim
to investigate the political meanings of the ritual-like sex performance which subverts
the basic hetero-sexual normative structure with alternative sexual activities.
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