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The development and operation of Jinhuasheng thirty-two shares
in Sancha River Area, Miaoli County
Student: Kuo-Cheng Lai Advisor: Dr. Leih-Shih Lo
Hakka Culture and Society Program, Department of Hakka Culture, National

Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

By analyzing the developmentand operation of Worship Organization Jinhuasheng
Thirty-two Shares (QJS), this study intends to figure out how a worship organization
reclaim lands from the end of Qing Dynasty, how it continue its celebration of
Zhongyuan Festival and maintain its cooperation with local powers after the reign of
Japanese people and the Nationalist Government of ROC, and how it be put in an
operational predicament with the influence of national land policy.

In 1843, during the reign of Daoguang Emperor in Qing Dynasty, Liu Jinxiang, Liu
Ruihua, Zeng Asheng and other four-people reclaimed the land beside Sancha River and
set up a religious organization officially named as Jinhuasheng. They divided the land
into thirty-two shares and let out the spare lands and tea houses to the tenants, whose
rents could be used to hold the Zhongyuan Festival. Then Sun Defu, Li Tenghua and
other people became the shareholders of the land, and utilized it for land investment.

In 1904, the Japanese colonial government in Taiwan implemented land lease policy,
making the thirty-two shares become four lots. Every lot had a registrar responsible of
carrying out sacrifices in Zhongyuan Festival and supervising each other. This system of
registrar became vital for continuing Zhongyuan Festival and cooperating with local

powers. In 1975, the thirty-two shares registered their land as Shenming Hui. During this
[



period, the rent rised dramatically due to the urbanization plan, the land value tax and the
progressive land tax system. Besides, most shareholders were not local people in Sancha
River area. As a result, many long-lived tenants became resentful about this and started to

doubt the justifiability of these shareholders.

In recent years, the government implemented the Cadastral Clean-Up Act, which
required Shenming Hui to be registered as legal persons for ancestor worship so as to
utilize the land. This may be a solution for worship organization such as OJS; however,
some old customs, such as the system of registrar, would be replaced by the new system
and become annulled. As a result, there is ‘a sspecial significance for discussing
specialized rules to protect these alike religious organizations.

Keywords: Jinhuasheng, Sancha River, the system of registrar, Shenming Hui, legal
persons for ancestor warship
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